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Rethink west asian strategy

India's arms& defence

partnership with Israel has

become a strategic liability ,
and India should pull back

from it and recover its position
as a voice of the global south.

* Netanyahu rejected us brokered 15 point peace deal to end

the war on Gaza.

* Amnesty's Made in India report : shipment-level data on

Indian arms exports to Israel , including by state-owned

firms .

* UN independent International Commission of Inquiry on

occupied Palestinian territory : Israeli forces commit genocide,
crimes against humanity I war crimes in Gaza & West Bank.
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India's Israel policy has crossed from a defence relationship
into reputational cost. The argument is not moral outrage
but a cost-benefit one. The arms partnership pays a minority
of business groups while charging the whole country in the

currencies India trades i. e. 920 standing , BRICS credibility,
EU goodwill , global south leadership. The evidence is docr-

mentary and not rhetorical as Amnesty's shipment-level
data

,
a UN commission finding ,

and the IDFIs own admission.

However , the principle stated by India at the kneset , never

applied to Gaza .
India's West Asia problem in 2026 is a

consistency problem & consistency are what the leadership

of the global south is built on.

"India must disentangle itself from the poison ivy that

Israel has turned into . India can no longer feign ignorance

of the overwhelming evidence of Israelis was crimes .
"
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End the culture of  secrecy in judicial appointments

Collegium's growing
opacity of no vacancy
notification , eligibility criteria
& recorded reasons has become

constitutional accountability
problem & transparency can

be added without dismantling
the collegium.

* Justice Ujjal Bhuyan : greater openness in collegium process

would strengthen public confidence and help ensure

menit governs.

* Media One (2023) : the count a 2025 assessment : 30 % of
held sealed cover secrecy is Supreme Court judges i. e.

"antithetical to a transparent roughly 10 of 33 had

& accountable system .

" familial linke to judges.
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The debate of the 1990s was executive versus judiciary. The

debate of this decade is opacity versus transparency. Its

strongest evidence is not external criticism but judiciary's
own record turned back on itself . MediaOne against sealed

covers
,
Unader i against backdoor appointments , Subhash

Chandra Agarwal bringing the CJI under RTI ,zone of it

applied to how judges are chosen. The nepotism data of 11

of 33 at Allahabad in 2018 and 10 of 33 in the SC in

2025 matters less as scandal than as proof that without

a published selection matrix there is no way to tell menit

from lineage. Therefore , the solution is not dismantling
the collegium but modernising it. The independence and

accountability are complementary constitutional values , &

the collegium's error is treating them as a trade-off .
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Our central Asia strategy needs less romance, more realism

Central Asia has become

a confident region with its own

agency ,
and India should

replace grand connectivity

dreams with a modest
,
sustained

and practical presence.

* The y trends : growing regional * Central Asian 5 + Azenbaijan

agency , diversified great power signed friendship treaty &

ties
,
Greater Middle East Fergana valley disputes

entanglement , diminution of among Uzbekistan , Kyrgyzs-
the Afghan question.

tan & Tajikistan settled .

* Central Asian leaders summite (2015) : with EU , China ,

Russia
,
the USA and Japan .
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India's Central Asia problem is not insufficient ambition but

misdirected ambition. The region has changed underneath

old policy. 5 vulnerable landlocked states have become a

bloc with a treaty , a settled Fergana Border and a C-6.

In one year , they hosted five separate great power summits

which means the Great Game frame , where outsiders act &

Central Asia is acted uponn Geography binds India (Pakistan
blocs the land route

, Afghanistan is unstable
,
Chabahar &

the INSTC are stalled by the Iran-us conflict) and the

response is to stop competing where India cannot and
compete where it can .

The multi-vectorI multi-alignment
are same instinct in two places , which makes India a

natural fit for the region if it offers partnership rather
than patronage.

"Central Asia has never been more counted & perhaps
never less amenable to exclusive relationships ."

- c . Raja Mohan
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• PSIR 2025, Paper II: "India maintains strong ties with countries that will 
assure a free and open Indo-Pacific and guarantee greater connectivity with 
rest of the world. Analyse."

• GS 2025 Paper II: "'Energy security constitutes the dominant kingpin of 
India's foreign policy, and is linked with India's overarching influence in 
Middle Eastern countries.' How would you integrate energy security with 
India's foreign policy trajectories in the coming years?"

• GS 2025 Paper II: "Discuss the evolution of collegium system in India. 
Critically examine the advantages and disadvantages of the system of 
appointment of the Judges of the Supreme Court of India and that of the 
USA." 

• PSIR 2024, Paper II: "Critically examine the continuity and change in 
India's Palestine policy in the wake of the ongoing Israel-Hamas War."

• GS 2024 Paper II: "Critically analyse India's evolving diplomatic, 
economic and strategic relations with the Central Asian Republics (CARs) 
highlighting their increasing significance in regional and global geopolitics."

• PSIR 2023, Paper I: "Do you agree that over the years the Supreme Court 
has become a forum for policy evolution? Justify your answer."








