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Behind Israel’s west bank push, an october story

Behind Israel’s West Bank push,
an October story
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HEADOFthe October 27 Knes
set election, it appears that Is
raeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu will go to any
lengthsto retumtooffice. The

controversy over building 1,200 housing
units in E-1is just the latest exan st ],
or short, is a small piece of territory,
about 12square kilometres, est Bank.
Itis part of the municipal limits of the settle
mentof Maale Addumimand lieseast of East
Jerusalemn, Ma‘ale Adumimwas established
asasettlement ir when Yirzhak Rabin
was ¢ mi and was upgraded to
citystatus in 1991 With dose 1o 35,000 Israeli
citizens (2015 figures), itis one of the largest
Israeli settlementsinthe occupied temritories.

Sincethe OsloAccordsof 1993, there have
been planstoconnect Ma'ale Adumimto Je
rusalem’s municipal boundaries, The pur
pose wastwolold: Toprovide territorial con
tinuity between the two and to expand and
consolidate Jerusalem’s demographic and

Lol September
ed just weeks before
sination), the E-l enclave was part of Area C.
where Israel has complete security control.
The area is largely uninhabited and covers

bin's assas

E-4 covers

about 12,000 dunums, or about 12 square
5. Since January 1994, weeks after
ation of Principles
ler Yasser Aralat, various
Israel governments have toved with the idea
ofestablishingasettlement in E-L Underthe
Clinton Parameters of December 2000, E-1
was supposed to be part of a swap deal in
¢l would annex Ma'ale Adumim,
n retum for withdrawing from
94-96 per cent of the West Bank. To curb Is the
ans have been
building individual housing units inthe area,
ich [srael periodically demolishes. [srael’s
prolonged refuctance 1o pursue new settle
tivity has largely been shaped by !

kilo
the signing of the Declar,
with Palestini

which Isra
including.

raeli efforts, the Palestini

Amenca

The
coming elec
anyahu, still leadst

eral surveys indicate adip in the panty’s
32seatsin2022, pollsters

seat count. Fro
predicta range of 2

forecast

nouncedly anti-Arab Otzma Ye
hudit (Jewish Power) party, is the
real cha 110 Netanyahu. As

the minister of national security
and a member of the security
Ben-Gvir has beena key
Vetanyahu's hardline se

cabingt
lactor
curity stance since October 7.

While Israel’s response to
Hamas, Hezbol

llah, and the Islamic

032seats, with most
seats in the 20s, Centre-right
and right-wing parties appear to be the
Vetanyahu's expense. Ac
rs, [tamar Ben-Gvir, the
of the ultranationalist and pro

Avictory of the right-religious
coalition is essential to his
political future. Losing a few
seatstothe farrightis
preferable to handing themto
the centre-left Opposition

RepublicolTran hasdels
termmilitary gains, Neta
1o translate them into political gain:
is more secure today than in October 2023,
The disarmament of Hamas and Hezbollah
hasbecome a precondition for peace, stabil

ity, and the reconstruction of the Gaza Strip
and Lebanon, respective
no major power endorses, let alone con
tributesto, the survival

Ahmedal-Sharaa Syriaisnolonger thec
duit for Iranian arms supplies to the Sk
militant groups in Lebanon.

Yet, if the opinion polls are any indica
1, themilitary "y
icient 1o win more vol
Within the part
unchallenge:
tions. Outol
reserve 11 for candidates considered loyal 1o
him. This pushed s ig
uresto the margins,
entering the Knesset

However, securing broader endorse
ment of his leadership among the Israeli

‘ered tangible short
huisstruggling

Israel

y. Except for Iran,

nd strengthening of
ce”. Under President

Resist:

v isproving insuf
s for the Likud

has est:

tany
authorityoverseat alloca
netop 30seats, hemanagedto

with no real chany

consider
1 has not for

itary and security figures
admitred responsibility and re
This has not been the case
orthe political leadership. PMNet
anyahu has not taken any direct
personal respansibility for Israel’s
911 moment. True to his s
has shifted the blame and has not

tyle, he

[ Kwt

gone beyond
thetoptothebotte .

Above all, Netanyahu and his cabinet
have consistently resisted public calls fora
national inquirycommissionheaded by the
sitting president of the Supreme Coun
(equivalent tothe Chief Justice of India). In
the past, Israel had two such commissions,
led by nonAgranat (over the Yom Kippur
War 0f 1973) and Yitzhak Kahan (over the
Sabra and Shatila massacre of 1982). Under
Israeli law, everyone, including the prime
minister, would have to testify under oath
and could be cross-examined. So far, Netany
ahu hasbeendodging this. However, should
he feel it necessary, he might reverse course
and make {tan electoral promise.

Thenews it construction in E-l
is part of Netanyahu's efforts to
support for his political alliance, A
the rig
Netanyahu's political future. Losing & few
seatstothe far right is preferableto handin
them to the centre-left Opposit
should view Netanyahu's reluctance to en
dorse and embrace the American disarma
ment plans forthe Gaza Strip inthis context,
Appearing weak or submitting to US Presi
dent Donald Trump's dikats will cost him
morevotesthanadefiant posture. Thus, de
spite the near-unanimous Arab-European
chorus against his E-1 plans, Netanyahu is
driven more by electoral calculations on an
issue that has remained dormant for over
three decades.

ctoryol

religious coalition is essential to

The writer teaches conternpavary Middle

East at Jawaharlal Nehru University
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Democracy under strain- China’s subtle power play
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UPSC LINK

* PSIR 2025, Paper II: "Discuss the potential role India can play 1n
initiating a possible phase of trilateral economic engagement among India,
China and Nepal."

* PSIR 2025, Paper II: "China's growing footprint and a tangible shift in
power dynamics in Bangladesh has weakened India's leverage in Dhaka.
Comment."

* PSIR 2024, Paper I1: "The expansionist tendencies of the current Russian
regime 1ndicate its intentions for the realisation of a Greater Russia on the
lines of the Soviet era. Comment”.

* PSIR 2024, Paper II: "The changing global order and ongoing regional
conflicts, with the global powers taking sides, have jeopardised the progress
made towards disarmament 1n the past. Comment."

* PSIR 2024, Paper II: "Critically examine the continuity and change in
India's Palestine policy in the wake of the ongoing Israel-Hamas War."

* PSIR 2023, Paper I1: "What are the reasons for lack of 'regionness' in
South Asia?"
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