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Context

Facts

The territory question-Why geography still matters in war

Technology has made

conquest harder rather than

inelevant and that Indian

force planning must keep

mass and land control

alongside precision.

* Russia from 2014 holds 20 % of Ukrainian territory .

* Iran site astride the Strait of Hormuz : its disruption

of energy shipping and threat to American naval bases
in Bahrain , Qatar and Kuwait.

* China claims all of Arunachal Pradesh & Ladakh ;

Pakistan claims Jammu & Kashmir & Sir Creek ; India

claims all of Jammu & Kashmir including PoJK.
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The claim that land no longer matters confuses the difficulty

of taking ground with the value of holding it . Ukraine
shows that when the political object is territory , dones
raise the price of advance without changing the object.
Iran shows that state's position on the map and the

depth of its landmass are themselves instruments of
coercion ,

which is how a superpower with air supremacy
ends up trading away its stated war aims to reopen a

strait. For India the operational lesson is a refusal to

choose , because against two neighbours who both hold

territorial claims
, precision without mass is plan for a wal

that neither China nor Pakistan intends to fight.

"Modern technology has transformed how territory is

contested
,
but not diminished its strategic value .

"

- Kartik Bommakanti
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Behind Israel’s west bank push, an october story

Israel's decision to push
construction in the E-1 consider

of the West Bank as election

arithmetic rather than territorial

policy because Netanyahu needs
his right- religious bloc to hold

Before the Knesset election of
27 octoben.

* E-1 covers : 12 km2 of * Disarming Hamas & Hezbollah

Area C , cast of East has become a precondition

Jemsalem, inside Ma'ale for peace , stability and

Adumim's limits & 1200 reconstruction in Gaza

housing units are at issue . and Lebanon .
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Analytical Crux

The argument is that a settlement decision the world is

reading as territorial policy is better read as electoral

arithmetic . E-1 has been available to every Israeli PM

since 1994 and none of them built there , because us&

international criticism made the cost too high . In 2026

it is not strategic value of corridor but Netanyahu's seat

count. The military success and political survival are

separate currencies , since Israel is safer than it was in

October 2023 and Liked is losing seats
,
because electorate

is pricing in an accountability question the government

refused to answer . Bleeding a few votes to the far right
costs Netanyahu less than losing them to the centre -

left , which is why defiance of US and of the Arab and

European chorus is itself the campaign.
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Democracy under strain- China’s subtle power play

China's challenge to the

smaller democracies of South Asia

is not debt or ports but its

doctrine of non-interference

applied selectively wherever

Beijing's interests are engaged.

* China described both a near peer competitor to the US

and rival to the Western led democratic ecosystem.

* Tilvin Silva : long term governments essential to national

transformation and cites Singapore and China as having

neede 10 to 20 years to reshape their societies.
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China question in South Asia moves from porte and debt to

the legitimacy of a regime type . The pressure comes from
inside

,
since it is a business leader and a ruling-party

general secretary in Colombo who asking whether 5-year

cycles can deliver transformation. The Nepal and Sri Lanka

episodes then supply the second half of the argument,
that non-interference is a doctrine Beijing suspends where

its own core interests are engaged & invokes where they
are not . For India the neighbourhood competition has become
a contest over how a state should be governed , and in that

Contest India's own democratic record is the instrument

rather than its aid budget.

"Unlike the Soviet Union during the Cold War , China does

not export ideology in traditional sense ; it works by
"

demonstration rather than by preaching.
- A . Jathindia
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• PSIR 2025, Paper II: "Discuss the potential role India can play in 
initiating a possible phase of trilateral economic engagement among India, 
China and Nepal."

• PSIR 2025, Paper II: "China's growing footprint and a tangible shift in 
power dynamics in Bangladesh has weakened India's leverage in Dhaka. 
Comment." 

• PSIR 2024, Paper II: "The expansionist tendencies of the current Russian 
regime indicate its intentions for the realisation of a Greater Russia on the 
lines of the Soviet era. Comment”.

• PSIR 2024, Paper II: "The changing global order and ongoing regional 
conflicts, with the global powers taking sides, have jeopardised the progress 
made towards disarmament in the past. Comment."

• PSIR 2024, Paper II: "Critically examine the continuity and change in 
India's Palestine policy in the wake of the ongoing Israel-Hamas War." 

• PSIR 2023, Paper II: "What are the reasons for lack of 'regionness' in 
South Asia?"








