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Context

Facts

Two wounded strongmen & the trouble with being invincible

The weakening of the

political aura surrounding
powerful , personality-driven
leaders raises questions about

how they respond when electoral

authority declines but control
over the state apparatus
remains intact.

a Political authority may * Economic underperformance &

decline even while the geopolitical turbulence can
coercive capacity of the weaken the legitimacy of
state remains intact. personalised leadership.

* In India , the role of party organisation , ideology and

communal mobilisation in sustaining political power.



PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS

Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

The article highlights the distinction between political

authority and coercive capacity. Personalised leadership

derives legitimacy from the promise that one leader can

solve problems that institutions cannot . When this promise

weakens , the leader may rely increasingly on state

machinery , repression or polarisation to project strength.

This makes the decline phase of personalised rule particularly

significant for democratic backsliding. However, constitutional

institutions , federalism , party competition , civil society and

periodic elections can continue to constrain executive power .

"But it would be a mistake to think that political

weakness means a loss of corcive power . Weakness just

might be a reason to use power more ruthlessly .

"
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Context

Facts

India’s return to its central Asian neighbourhood

Central Asia is emerging
as an increasingly important

component of India's extended

neighbourhood due to its

geographical location , energy
resources

, connectivity potential
& links with Afghanistan,
Russia and China.

* India's 2015 visit to all 5 centralIndia & Pakistan joined

Asian republics marked a shift the sco together in 2017,

away from its earlier deference sponsored respectively
to Russia in the region. by Russia and China.

* The Wakhan corridor in Afghanistan separates India from

Tajikistan , making alternative connectivity though Iran

and Afghanistan strategically important.
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Analytical Crux
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India's central Asian policy reflects the convergence of

geography , connectivity & strategic autonomy
. Although the

absence of direct overland access constrains economic

engagement , central Asia remains important because of
its proximity to Afghanistan , Russia and China & it

resourc potential. The SCO provides India with an insti-

tutional platform for engagement despite the China-

Pakistan factor . Connectivity initiatives thoughIran

& Afghanistan can reduce India's geographical dis-

advantage , but political instability in these transit

states remains a major constraint.

" A lack of overland connectivity does not take away

from the civilisational links India has with the region-
in culture

, religion , language and architecture .
"
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Facts

Strengthening defence Shakti for Atmanirbhar Bharat

India's pursuit

of Atmanirbhar Bharat

in defence requires moving

beyond domestic assembly
towards indigenous design,

intellectual-property
ownership & technological
sovereignty .

a The proposed PSFIR * OSFIR eligibility would
(privateSelf-funded require development

Indigenous R&D) frame- entirely through private
work seeks recognition capital & achievement

for privately funded of Technology Readiness
indigenous defence

level 7 on above.

technologies.
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Verbatim Quotes

Atmanisbhar Bharat in defence is reframed as technological

sovereignty rather than mere domestic production. Indigenous

capability becomes meaningful only when India owns the

underlying intellectual property & possesses the authority
to modify , upgrade and customise systems. This strengthens

strategic autonomy and reduces dependence during crises .

However
, preferential procurement for private developers must

balance innovation incentives with competition , cost efficiency
and accountability

.
A product-specific PSFIR framework

could therefore bridge the gap between public sector

capability and private sector risk taking.

"Companies that have self-funded indigenous defence
R & D to the point of a proven , deployable product

"

are vanishingly rare.
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• PSIR 2025, 15 marks — Do you think that legitimacy acquired by consent 
or manufactured by indoctrination is an essential element in maintenance of 
political rule? Justify your answer with relevant examples.

• PSIR 2024, 20 marks — Legitimacy adds positive value to political 
authority and obligation. Discuss.

	•	 GS-2 2024, 10 marks — Critically analyse India’s evolving diplomatic, 
economic and strategic relations with the Central Asian Republics (CARs) 
highlighting their increasing significance in regional and global geopolitics.

	•	 GS-2 2024, 10 marks — ‘The West is fostering India as an alternative to 
reduce dependence on China’s supply chain and as a strategic ally to counter 
China’s political and economic dominance.' Explain this statement with 
examples.

• GS-2 2025, 10 marks — “With the waning of globalization, post-Cold War 
world is becoming a site of sovereign nationalism.” Elucidate.








