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Should the Right to Work be elevated to an enforceable fundamental right under Article 21, 

and how does statutory employment guarantee support constitutional goals? Examine. 

Introduction 

India’s Constitution treats work as an aspiration under Article 41, yet livelihood jurisprudence under Article 

21 has narrowed that gap. The VB-G RAM G Act renews this constitutional debate amid changing rural labour 

markets. 

Why Statutory Employment Guarantees Matter 

1.    The MGNREGA framework converted constitutional aspiration into a statutory entitlement, 

guaranteeing 100 days of employment to rural households. 

2.    The new VB-G RAM G Act, 2025 increases this to 125 days, thereby strengthening the 

quantitative dimension of the right. However, its 60:40 Centre-State financing architecture and 

normative allocations create concerns regarding actual enforceability. 

3.    The Union Budget 2026-27 provides ₹95,692 crore for VB-G RAM G, while ₹30,000 crore 

remains allocated to MGNREGS during the transition. 

4.    Economic Survey 2025-26 presents a nuanced picture: MGNREGS person-days declined from 

the pandemic peak of 389.09 crore in FY21 to about 183.77 crore by December 2025, alongside falling 

rural unemployment. This suggests that employment security must evolve alongside structural rural 

transformation. 

Why An Absolute Fundamental Right Requires Caution 

1.    Directive Principle vs. Enforceable Guarantee: Article 41 directs the State to secure the 

right to work within its economic capacity, functioning as a policy aspiration rather than a justiciable 

right. Example:  Article 41 Mandate. 

2.    Livelihood as an Integral Part of Life: Constitutional jurisprudence equates the right to life 

with a dignified livelihood, asserting that denying gainful work strips life of its core meaning. Example:  

Olga Tellis v. BMC (1985). 

3.    Judicial Caution on Fiscal Mandamus: The Supreme Court noted that elevating work to an 

absolute fundamental right might force unsustainable financial obligations on the State during 

resource constraints. Example:  Resource Allocation Trade-offs. 

4.    Nature of Obligation: Article 21 should not be interpreted as guaranteeing a particular 

occupation or permanent state employment. The State should instead guarantee reasonable livelihood 

opportunities. 

5.    Changing Labour Markets: With rural workers increasingly moving towards non-farm 

activities, an employment guarantee must complement rather than freeze workers within low-

productivity manual employment. The Economic Survey itself calls for re-examining employment 

programmes in light of changing rural realities. 

Critical Dilemmas of Minimum Wages, Fiscal Constraints, and Rural Demand 

1.    Wage Floor vs. Employment Net Friction: The Supreme Court observed that enforcing 

statutory minimum wages under fixed fiscal allocations could shrink the net volume of employment 

generated. Example:  Trade-off Wage Dilemma. 
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2.    Constitutional Prohibition of Forced Labor: Paying wages below prescribed minimum 

rates can amount to forced labor under Article 23, conflicting with sub-minimum welfare pay. 

Example:  Sanjit Roy v. State of Rajasthan (1983). 

3.    Demand-Side Economic Multipliers: Inadequate real wages reduce rural household 

purchasing power, dampening consumption-led economic growth. Example:  Rural Demand 

Contraction. 

 Way Forward 

1.    Adopt a Progressive Living Wage Index: Transition statutory scheme wages toward a CPI-

AL indexed living wage standard to preserve real purchasing power. Example:  CPI-AL Living Wage. 

2.    Strengthen State-Level Co-Financing Models: Enforce transparent federal cost-sharing to 

protect worker entitlements without straining individual state budgets. Example:  Cooperative Federal 

Funding. 

3.    Empower Panchayati Raj Institutions: Institutionalize mandatory social audits and 

localized project planning through Gram Sabhas to eliminate delay in wage disbursements. Example:  

PRI Social Audits. 

4.    Convergence model: Integrate VB-G RAM G with NRLM, PMAY-G, watershed development, 

irrigation and skilling programmes to convert temporary employment into durable livelihoods. 

5.    Productivity transition: Gradually move from wage employment towards skills + assets + 

enterprises, ensuring workers can transition into higher-productivity non-farm employment. 

Conclusion 

Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam’s vision of PURA-Providing Urban Amenities in Rural Areas captures the constitutional 

ideal: employment must provide dignity today while building capabilities, assets and opportunity for 

tomorrow. 

Why has Article 124(3)(c) remained an unused constitutional provision, and how does 

integrating legal academics strengthen constitutional jurisprudence? Examine. 

Introduction 

Article 124(3)(c) uniquely permits distinguished jurists to join the Supreme Court, yet remains unused for 76 

years. Justice Ujjal Bhuyan’s recent intervention revives debate on judicial diversity and constitutional 

expertise. 

Why has Article 124(3)(c) remained unused? 

Constitutional and Historical 

1.    Article 124(3) provides three routes: 5 years as High Court judge, 10 years as High Court 

advocate, or being a “distinguished jurist” in the President’s opinion. 

2.    The provision emerged from the Constituent Assembly debate of 24 May 1949, when H.V. 

Kamath argued that the Supreme Court should not be confined to judges and advocates. 

3.    M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar cited the US model of appointing eminent legal academics, 

while B.R. Ambedkar accepted the principle, though questioning the term distinguished. 



Mains Marathon Compilation [First Week] September 2026 

 

Created with love ❤ by ForumIAS- the knowledge network for civi l services. 

Visit academy.forumias.com for our mentor based courses. 
 

 

4.    Yet judicial appointments evolved around the Bench-Bar pipeline, making academia 

institutionally peripheral. Example: Bench-Bar tradition. 

Conceptual Scope and Institutional Bottlenecks 

1.    Defining the Distinguished Jurist: Refers to eminent legal scholars, professors, and 

researchers whose scholarship heavily shapes public law, civil liberties, and statutory interpretation. 

Example:  Leading Legal Academics. 

2.    Institutional Collegium Preference: The executive-led (pre-1993) and Collegium-led 

systems have consistently prioritized senior High Court judges and senior advocates, marginalizing 

academic appointments. Example:  Collegium Elevation Norms. 

3.    The Courtroom Experience Fallacy: Critics argue academics lack trial and procedural 

expertise, though constitutional adjudication focuses primarily on core legal doctrines over routine 

facts. Example:  US Supreme Court Precedents. 

Imperatives for Activating Article 124(3)(c) 

1.    Diversifying Judicial Perspectives: Incorporating scholars expands the Court's analytical 

depth beyond narrow procedural technicalities to address complex public law issues. Example:  Public 

Law Diversity. 

2.    Enriching Constitutional Adjudication: Jurists bring systemic insights from comparative 

law, socio-legal research, and international jurisprudence. Example:  Comparative Jurisprudence 

Inputs. 

3.    Dismantling Formalist Barriers: Eliminates the institutional silo that decouples legal 

academia from active constitutional decision-making. Example:  Academy-Bench Integration. 

4.    Rights and Social-Justice: Legal scholarship can introduce socio-legal and interdisciplinary 

perspectives, helping courts assess how laws affect marginalised communities  rather than relying 

exclusively on adversarial facts. It can deepen interpretation of Articles 14, 19 and 21, fraternity, 

dignity and substantive equality. Example: Transformative constitutionalism. 

Way Forward 

1.       Formalize Evaluation Criteria under Collegium Rules: Develop objective parameters—such 

as peer-reviewed legal scholarship, citations, and advisory contributions—to evaluate candidate 

jurists. Example:  Merit-Based Academic Criteria. 

2.       Amend BCI Rules for Dual-Role Academics: Relax Bar Council constraints to allow full-time 

law professors to undertake selective pro-bono litigation, bridging theoretical and practical domains. 

Example:  BCI Practice Allowance. 

3.    Institutionalize High Court Jurist Entries: Extend provisions for distinguished jurist 

appointments to High Courts, building a feeder cadre for top court elevations. Example:  High Court 

Jurist Elevation. 

4.       Bridge Theory and Practice: permit carefully regulated academic engagement in constitutional 

litigation and law-reform bodies. Example: Scholar-practitioner model. 

5.       Maintain Judicial Independence: selection must remain insulated from political patronage and 

ideological preferences. Example: Transparent safeguards. 
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6.       Pilot the Provision: consider an initial distinguished-jurist appointment after establishing 

publicly articulated eligibility and evaluation standards. Example: Constitutional experimentation. 

Conclusion 

Activating Article 124(3)(c) honors the original intent of the Constituent Assembly, ensuring that academic 

scholarship enriches apex court decision-making and advances constitutionalism toward Viksit Bharat@2047. 

How do legal provisions and judicial interpretations address caste notions of purity and 

pollution under Article 17, and what evidentiary factors determine untouchability? Examine. 

Introduction 

Article 17 is India’s constitutional revolt against caste-based purity and pollution. Yet, as the Supreme Court’s 

Sukanya Shantha judgment (2024) underscores, untouchability must be interpreted dynamically because 

exclusion evolves. 

 

Legal Definition and Statutory Framework 

1.    Foundation: Article 17 abolishes untouchability and forbids its practice in any form, making 

it one of the strongest anti-discrimination provisions in the Constitution. Unlike Articles 14 and 15, it 

operates not merely against State action but can impose obligations upon private actors, reflecting the 

social character of caste oppression. 

2.    Absence of Literal Definition: In State of Karnataka v. Appa Balu Ingale (1993), the Supreme 

Court noted that untouchability was not defined to prevent restrictive interpretations. Thus, the term 

denotes caste-based disabilities rooted in the ideology of hierarchy, purity and pollution, rather than 

every literal instance of non-contact. 

3.    Statutory Construct: It is understood historically through the Protection of Civil Rights Act 

(PCRA), 1955, which penalizes the enforcement of disabilities arising from caste hierarchy. Example:  

PCRA 1955 Mandate. 

4.    Protection against Atrocities: The SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989 penalizes 

public acts aimed at humiliating members of marginalized communities on caste grounds. Example:  

PoA Act 1989. 

Supreme Court Interpretation of Purity and Pollution 

The Supreme Court’s jurisprudence progressively transformed Article 17 from a prohibition of physical 

exclusion into an anti-stigma principle. Article 17 embodies constitutional morality over inherited social 

morality. 

1.    Rejection of Structural Stigma: In Sukanya Shantha v. Union of India (2024), the Supreme 

Court held that Article 17 prohibits any practice attributing inherent "impurity" or stigma to an 

individual's identity, presence, or touch. 
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2.    Substantive Equality over Ritual Practices: In the Sabarimala Case (2018), judicial 

interpretation established that exclusionary practices grounded in notions of physical or biological 

pollution violate constitutional dignity under Article 17. Example:  Sabarimala Dignity Test-2018. 

3.    State of Karnataka vs Appa Balu Ingale: Characterised untouchability as an extension of 

caste hierarchy and emphasised substantive emancipation. 

4.    Safai Karamchari Andolan vs Union of India (2014): Connected manual scavenging with 

the degrading purity-pollution structure. 

Evidentiary Test, When Does Conduct Become Untouchability? 

Not every discriminatory or offensive act automatically constitutes an Article 17 violation. Courts should 

examine: 

Evidentiary Factor What Must Be Established Illustration 

Caste Nexus Conduct connected to caste identity Dalit exclusion 

Purity-Pollution 

Rationale 

Person treated as inherently impure Ritual cleansing 

Nature of Disability Denial/restriction of civic, religious or social rights Temple/water access 

Context & Pattern Historical/social circumstances corroborating 

discrimination 

Segregated facilities 

Intent & Effect Whether conduct reinforces caste hierarchy or 

humiliation 

Caste insult 

Alternative Explanation Genuine non-caste justification must be considered Ordinary sanitation 

  

Way Forward 

1.    Evidence-Sensitive Enforcement: Develop investigation protocols identifying caste nexus, 

purity-pollution rationale and discriminatory effect. 

2.    Strengthen Local Institutions: Empower Gram Sabhas, local bodies and social-justice 

officials for early identification of exclusion. 

3.    Legal Convergence: Coordinate PCRA, SC/ST PoA Act and manual-scavenging laws rather 

than treating violations in silos. 

4.    Victim-Centred Justice: Ensure witness protection, legal aid and time-bound trials. 

5.    Social Transformation: Use schools, civil society and community campaigns to replace 

inherited hierarchies with constitutional fraternity. 

6.    Data-Driven Governance: Strengthen disaggregated monitoring of caste-based exclusion 

while protecting privacy. 

7.    Constitutional Literacy: Popularise Articles 14–18 and constitutional morality among public 

officials and citizens. 

Conclusion 
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As B.R. Ambedkar envisioned, constitutional morality must replace graded inequality; therefore, evidence-

sensitive enforcement of Article 17 can transform formal abolition into lived equality and fraternity. 

Can front-of-pack warning labels effectively curb India's non-communicable disease burden, 

and what regulatory challenges hinder their execution? Examine. 

Introduction 

With India facing a dual burden of malnutrition and a sharp rise in NCDs, Front-of-Pack Nutrition Labelling 

(FoPNL) has emerged as a key public health intervention. Following Supreme Court directions, the FSSAI 

proposed a red hexagonal warning label system for packaged foods high in fat, sugar, or salt (HFSS). While a 

significant step forward, structural and behavioral constraints affect its overall effectiveness. 

Can Front-of-Pack Nutrition Labelling (FoPNL) curb India’s NCD burden? 

1.    Overcoming Low Health Literacy: Red warnings lower cognitive burden compared to 

complex numerical back-of-pack tables, enabling rapid, informed purchasing decisions. Example:  At-

a-Glance Warnings. 

2.    Driving Food Industry Reformulation: Prominent red labels pressure manufacturers to 

alter product recipes to drop below HFSS warning thresholds. Example:  Sodium/Sugar Reduction. 

3.    Protecting Vulnerable Populations: Simplifies nutritional risks for children, elderly, and 

semi-literate demographics vulnerable to aggressive ultra-processed food marketing. Example:  School 

Zone Safety. 

4.    Behavioural and Informational Value: Conventional back-of-pack numerical tables impose 

high cognitive costs. A prominent red warning symbol can function as a behavioural nudge by 

immediately signalling excessive sugar, salt or fat. 

● Health Literacy: converts technical nutrition data into intuitive information. 

● Consumer Sovereignty: reduces information asymmetry between manufacturers 

and consumers. 

● Industry reformulation: incentivises manufacturers to reduce harmful nutrients 

below warning thresholds. 

● Equity: particularly assists children, semi-literate consumers and time-constrained 

urban households. 

Chile’s experience with warning labels, including reduced sugary-drink consumption, illustrates the 

potential of strong visual warnings. 

Why Warnings Alone are Insufficient 

FoPNL changes the choice architecture, not necessarily the food environment. 

1.    Affordability: unhealthy products may remain cheaper and heavily marketed. 

2.    Behavioural Inertia: taste, convenience, habits and brand loyalty can override warnings. 

3.    Dual Burden: excessive focus on obesity must not undermine calorie and micronutrient 

security. 

4.    Marketing Influence: children may respond more strongly to cartoons, celebrities and digital 

advertising than packaging warnings. 

The Economic Survey itself advocates a multi-pronged response, including stronger labelling, regulation and 

awareness rather than relying exclusively on consumer behaviour. 
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Regulatory & Implementation Challenges 

1.    Threshold and Multi-Nutrient Loopholes: Proposed regulations requiring a product to 

cross thresholds in two or more nutrients during Phase 1 allow single-nutrient offenders Example:  

high sugar beverages) to escape warnings. Example:  High-Sugar Exemption. 

2.    Focus on Added vs. Total Nutrients: Measuring only "added" saturated fats/sugars rather 

than total content creates analytical loopholes contrary to ICMR-NIN 2024 guidelines. Example:  ICMR-

NIN Threshold Dilution. 

3.    Linguistic Accessibility and E-Commerce Gaps: Absence of mandatory regional-language 

labels and lack of compliance on quick-commerce apps limit rural and digital coverage. Example:  

Quick-Commerce Omission. 

4.    Design dilemma: India must choose between positive rating systems and explicit warnings. 

FSSAI’s earlier proposed Indian Nutrition Rating (INR) used a 0.5–5-star model; concerns remain that 

positive ratings can dilute recognition of specific nutritional risks. 

5.    Regulatory Capacity: FSSAI and State food authorities face challenges in laboratory testing, 

surveillance and uniform enforcement. 

6.    Digital Marketplace: Quick-commerce and e-commerce platforms require equivalent 

nutrition disclosures; otherwise digital consumption creates a regulatory blind spot. 

Way Forward 

1.       Adopt Single-Nutrient Triggers: Mandate warning labels whenever any single parameter (fat, 

sugar, or salt) exceeds ICMR-NIN thresholds. Example:  Single-Parameter Warning. 

2.       Mandate Digital and Regional Coverage: Extend FoPNL requirements to e-commerce platforms 

and enforce multilingual packaging warnings. Example:  Multilingual Front Labels. 

3.       Integrate Marketing Restrictions: Prohibit child-targeted endorsements and cartoon characters 

on any food carrying a red warning label. Example:  Child Marketing Bans.  

4.    Fiscal Nudges: examine differentiated GST/surcharges for nutritionally harmful UPFs, as 

suggested by Economic Survey 2025-26. 

Conclusion 

As the Economic Survey 2025-26 warns, India cannot secure its demographic dividend amid unhealthy diets; 

robust warnings plus regulation, reformulation and awareness can transform informed choice into healthier 

lives. 

Critically examine the feasibility of major inter-basin water transfers in mitigating regional 

water distress, given historical limitations, federal friction, and ecological costs. 

Introduction 

India’s National Perspective Plan (NPP) for Interlinking of Rivers envisages transferring water from surplus 

basins to deficit basins to address recurring droughts and floods. However, in over 130 years, India has 

executed only a few large inter-basin transfers, primarily in peninsular India. The slow implementation 

highlights underlying socio-ecological, legal, and federal constraints. 

Rationale for River Interlinking in Addressing Distress 

1.    Mitigating Regional Imbalances: Transfers surplus monsoon runoff to hyper-arid regions to 

secure year-round availability. Example: Bundelkhand Relief. 
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2.    Agricultural Resilience: Expands assured irrigation, reduces dependence on monsoons, and 

stabilizes farm yields. Example: Telugu Ganga. 

3.    Multipurpose Infrastructure: Provides drinking water, generates clean energy, and 

supports inland navigation. Example: KBLP Hydro-Solar. 

4.    Economic and Developmental Rationale: The Union Budget 2026-27 allocates ₹94,808 

crore to the Ministry of Jal Shakti, including ₹1,906 crore for river interlinking, signalling continued 

policy commitment. However, the relatively modest interlinking allocation compared with overall 

water expenditure also highlights the importance of prioritisation and implementation capacity. 

Critical Limitations & Structural Challenges  

 

What Can Be the Feasible Water-Security Architecture 

1.    Since irrigation consumes the overwhelming majority of India's water, improving water-use 

efficiency can often deliver more sustainable gains than creating new supplies. 

2.    Expand drip and sprinkler irrigation. Example: PMKSY Per Drop More Crop.  

3.    Promote less water-intensive crops. Example: Punjab diversification. 

4.    Rationalise electricity subsidies for groundwater pumping. Example: aquifer protection. 

5.    Scale watershed development and recharge. Example: Amrit Sarovar. 

6.    Restore wetlands and traditional tanks. Example: ecosystem storage. 

7.    Make interlinking selective, adaptive and evidence-based. Inter-basin transfers should be 

considered only after exhausting local conservation and efficiency options. 

Way Forward 

1.      Demand-Side Management: Prioritize micro-irrigation (drip/sprinkler) and canal automation 

over large engineering works. Example: PMKSY Micro-Irrigation. 

Structural Vector Specific Institutional & Environmental Challenges 

Federal Conflict (List II 

vs List I) 

Water is a State subject (Entry 17, List II). Upstream states resist sharing 

water due to localized demands and political sensitivity. Example: Cauvery 

Basin Disputes. 

Ecological & 

Biodiversity Costs 

Mega-dams submerge protected forests, disrupt aquatic habitats, alter delta 

dynamics, and cause heavy tree felling. Example: Panna Submergence Risk.  

Socio-Economic 

Displacement 

Inadequate Rehabilitation & Resettlement (R&R) packages trigger indigenous 

protests and prolonged litigation. Example: KBLP Tribal Protests. 

Climate Change 

Uncertainty 

Altered monsoon patterns are shrinking runoff in traditionally "surplus" 

basins, weakening initial hydrologic assumptions. Example: Mahanadi Runoff 

Shift. 
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2.      Local Watershed Regeneration: Scale up rainwater harvesting, aquifer recharge, and traditional 

water body restoration. Example: Mission Amrit Sarovar. 

3.      Agro-Ecological Crop Realignment: Shift away from water-intensive crops in water-stressed 

basins. Example: Crop Diversification Promotion. 

4.      Convergence: Integrate ILR with watershed development, groundwater recharge and micro-

irrigation. 

5.      Transparent Economics: compare lifecycle costs against decentralised alternatives before 

project approval. 

Conclusion 

As A.P.J. Abdul Kalam envisioned through PURA, development must empower communities and strengthen 

local infrastructure; India's water security therefore requires cooperative, climate-resilient conservation, with 

interlinking remaining selective and supplementary. 

Why does India’s antimicrobial resistance crisis extend beyond antibiotic overuse, and how 

do systemic health infrastructure deficits exacerbate this silent pandemic? Examine. 

Introduction 

A major ICMR study published in The Lancet Regional Health revealed that drug-resistant Gram-negative 

bacterial infections, over 60% of which are carbapenem-resistant dramatically increase patient mortality, 

treatment costs, and hospital stays. While public messaging focuses on community-level over-the-counter 

antibiotic overuse, systemic institutional drivers, such as hospital-acquired infections (HAIs), diagnostic delays, 

and sanitation deficits fundamentally fuel India's AMR crisis. 

AMR A Health-System Failure, Not Merely a Drug-Use Problem 

1.    Antibiotic misuse self-medication, inappropriate prescriptions and incomplete courses—

creates selection pressure for resistant organisms. However, India’s crisis is ampli fied by weak 

infection prevention, delayed diagnosis, overcrowded hospitals and inadequate surveillance. 

2.    WHO identifies AMR as driven by antimicrobial misuse across humans, animals and 

agriculture, requiring a One Health response. 

3.    The scale of the institutional problem is striking. A recent ICMR antimicrobial-resistance 

surveillance study covering 1,59,336 hospitalised patients across 20 tertiary hospitals found that over 

61% of Gram-negative infections were carbapenem-resistant; mortality in resistant bloodstream 

infections was roughly 39–51%. 

4.    The study also found that more than 85% of bloodstream infections were healthcare-

associated, demonstrating why focusing exclusively on community antibiotic consumption is 

inadequate. 

How Infrastructure Deficits Amplify AMR 

1.    Nosocomial Transmission and Facility Control Deficits:  Poor Infection Prevention and 

Control (IPC) protocols in overcrowded tertiary hospitals turn intensive care units into reservoirs for 

superbugs. Example: ICU Cross-Contamination Risks. 
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2.    Empirical Prescribing Due to Delayed Diagnostics: Conventional culture-testing takes 48–

72 hours, forcing clinicians to prescribe broad-spectrum, high-tier antibiotics pre-emptively. Example: 

Lack of Rapid Molecular Tests. 

3.    Environmental Effluent and Animal Sector Contamination:  Discharge of untreated 

pharmaceutical manufacturing waste and non-therapeutic antibiotic use in livestock create 

environmental resistance reservoirs. Example: Pharma Industrial Effluents. 

4.    Surveillance Fragmentation: India historically lacked sufficiently integrated patient-level 

surveillance linking pathogen, antimicrobial use, treatment and outcomes. NITI Aayog notes AMR as 

an emerging public-health threat and has supported development of NAP-AMR 2.0, involving multiple 

ministries and stakeholders. 

Why the Present Policy Architecture Needs Upgrading 

1.    India’s NAP-AMR 2017–21 identified six pillars: awareness, surveillance, infection prevention, 

optimised antimicrobial use, innovation/R&D and international leadership. 

2.    Yet implementation requires stronger state-level capacity because public health is primarily 

a State responsibility. 

3.    The Union Budget 2026-27 provides an opportunity: MoHFW allocation rose to ₹1,06,530 

crore, PM-ABHIM to ₹4,770 crore, and ICMR allocation to ₹4,000 crore. These investments can be 

deliberately aligned with AMR surveillance, laboratories, IPC and research. 

Structural Assessment: Community Overuse vs. Institutional Gaps 

Ares Community Over-the-Counter 

Usage 

Institutional Infrastructure & Systemic 

Gaps 

Primary 

Vectors 

Self-medication, incomplete courses, 

unregulated pharmacy sales. 

Hospital-acquired infections (HAIs), 

contaminated equipment, and poor 

sanitation. 

Pathogen 

Impact 

Broad, gradual rise in community-

acquired resistance. 

Rapid spread of pan-drug resistant 

superbugs in critical care units. 

Policy 

Mandate 

Public awareness and retail sales 

regulation (Schedule H1). 

Integrated IPC protocols, rapid diagnostics, 

and strict facility hygiene. 

Socio-Economic and Clinical Impacts 

1.    Elevated Mortality in Critical Care: Carbapenem-resistant bloodstream infections carry 

mortality rates exceeding 45–50% in hospitalized patients. Example: High Bloodstream Mortality. 

2.    Escalating Out-of-Pocket Expenditure (OOPE): Treatment costs for drug-resistant strains 

rise up to twofold due to expensive combination drugs and extended hospital stays. Example: 

Catastrophic Health Expenditure. 

3.    Threat to Modern Medical Procedures: Escalating resistance compromises routine surgical 

procedures, organ transplants, and cancer chemotherapy. Example: Compromised Chemotherapy 

Safeguards. 
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Way Forward 

1.       Mandate Hospital Infection Prevention & Control (IPC): Enforce strict accreditation hygiene 

standards and routine environmental audits across government and private hospitals. Example: 

National IPC Standards. 

2.       Deploy Point-of-Care Molecular Diagnostics: Subsidize point-of-care rapid testing technologies 

to identify resistance profiles within hours rather than days. Example: Rapid PCR Diagnostic Kits. 

3.       Strengthen One Health AMR Stewardship: Integrate human health, veterinary, and 

environmental surveillance under the National Action Plan on AMR (NAP-AMR). Example: NAP-AMR 

2.0 Implementation. 

4.       Invest in Innovation: incentivise new antibiotics, phage therapy, vaccines and AI-assisted 

diagnostics while avoiding overdependence on novel drugs. (Innovation without overuse) 

Conclusion 

Addressing India's AMR crisis requires shifting focus from simple antibiotic rationing to upgrading clinical 

hygiene, diagnostic speed, and environmental containment to safeguard public health for Viksit Bharat@2047. 

Why does climate shock vulnerability vary across South Asia, and how can institutional 

regional mechanisms enhance disaster resilience? Examine. 

Introduction 

South Asia’s climate risk is regional but resilience is unequal: the World Bank estimates 750 million people 

faced climate disasters over two decades, making cooperative adaptation essential for sustainable 

development. 

Why Vulnerability Varies Across South Asia 

1.      Geographic Topography and Hazard Exposure: Deltaic and coastal populations face permanent 

land loss and saltwater intrusion, whereas mountain communities confront landslides and flash floods. 

Example: Sundarbans Coastal Retreat. 

2.      Socio-Economic Asymmetries and Gender Vulnerability: Low-income households, tenant 

farmers, and women endure higher displacement risk due to fragile housing and limited financial 

reserves. Example: Indus Basin Displacement. 

3.      Fiscal and Technological Capacity Gaps: Varying national budgets limit equal access to early 

warning systems, resilient infrastructure, and post-disaster recovery funds. Example: Fiscal Relief 

Disparities. 

4.      Gender and Social Exclusion: Women, informal workers, tenant farmers, migrants and 

historically marginalised communities possess fewer assets and weaker decision-making power. Sri 

Lanka’s plantation communities, for instance, experienced prolonged livelihood and housing 

insecurity after Cyclone Ditwah. 

Assessment of Existing Regional Frameworks 
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Regional Architecture Structural Strengths Institutional Limitations & Gaps 

SAARC Disaster 

Management Centre 

(SDMC) 

Established shared protocols for 

information exchange and 

capacity building. 

Geopolitical friction limits 

operational real-time data sharing 

and Joint Task Forces. 

BIMSTEC Centre for 

Weather and Climate 

(BCWC) 

Focuses on Bay of Bengal coastal 

vulnerability and early warning 

integration. 

Suffers from slow funding 

disbursement and limited cross-

border logistical coordination. 

Coalition for Disaster 

Resilient Infrastructure 

(CDRI) 

Provides technical expertise and 

global funding for infrastructure 

adaptation. 

Lacks binding sub-regional statutory 

mandates across South Asian 

borders. 

 

Institutional Mechanisms for Greater Resilience 

1.      Regional Early-Warning Architecture: Integrate meteorological, satellite and hydrological data 

into a South Asian Multi-Hazard Early Warning Network, particularly for floods, cyclones, GLOFs and 

heatwaves. 

2.      Transboundary River Governance: Real-time sharing of rainfall, reservoir levels and dam-

release information can reduce downstream disaster risk while strengthening trust. 

3.      Regional Disaster-Finance Mechanism: The 16th Finance Commission has recommended ₹2.04 

lakh crore for SDRF and SDMF for 2026–31, signalling the importance of predictable disaster finance 

domestically. A complementary regional facility could finance anticipatory action and emergency 

response. 

4.      Technology-enabled Resilience: Satellite monitoring, AI-based forecasting, GIS vulnerability 

mapping and impact-based warnings should be interoperable across borders. India’s Mission Mausam 

seeks to strengthen observations, prediction and early-warning capabilities. 

5.      Ecosystem-based Adaptation: Joint management of the Sundarbans, Himalayan watersheds and 

wetlands can preserve natural buffers against floods, erosion and cyclones. 

Systemic Obstacles to a Collective Regional Response 

1.       Geopolitical Friction and Trust Deficits: Political tensions hinder seamless cross-border 

hydrological data sharing and unified disaster response units. Example: Hydrological Data 

Withholding. 

2.       Absence of Shared Transboundary Water Management:  Lack of real-time dam release data 

along shared rivers exacerbates downstream flood risks. Example: Ganga-Brahmaputra Basin Floods. 

3.       Fragmented Disaster Risk Financing:  Absence of a dedicated sub-regional emergency fund 

forces smaller nations to rely on slow international aid during severe events. Example: Delayed 

Emergency Relief. 

Way Forward 
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1.       Establish a Regional Multi-Hazard Early Warning Network:  Operationalize real-time data 

sharing on transboundary river flows and atmospheric changes under BIMSTEC and SAARC. Example: 

Real-Time Basin Telemetry. 

2.       Institute a South Asia Climate Resilience Facility: Create a joint pool of funds for immediate 

disaster relief, anticipatory action, and loss-and-damage compensation. Example: Regional Resilience 

Fund. 

3.       Promote Cross-Border Ecosystem Conservation: Jointly manage shared ecosystems to 

preserve natural buffers against extreme weather. Example: Joint Sundarbans Management. 

Conclusion 

Transforming South Asia's disaster management from fragmented national responses into a synchroni zed, 

regional framework is vital for protecting vulnerable communities and ensuring sustainable development 

toward Viksit Bharat@2047. 

Why is a 1.5°C climate overshoot now unavoidable, and how must global climate governance 

adapt to manage this paradigm shift? Examine. 

Introduction 

The 2026 UNEP Limiting Overshoot report warns that 1.5°C exceedance is now unavoidable, with optimistic 

pathways peaking near 1.8°C. The challenge shifts from prevention alone to minimizing, reversing, and 

adapting. 

Causes of the 1.5°C Threshold Breach 

1.       Rapid Carbon Budget Exhaustion: Historical emissions and sustained high global output have 

nearly consumed the remaining budget required to cap warming at 1.5°C. Example: Exhausted Carbon 

Space. 

2.       Implementation and Ambition Deficits: Current Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) 

remain misaligned with net-zero pathways, projecting 2.6°C warming by 2100 under status-quo 

policies. Example: NDC Implementation Gap. 

3.       Geopolitical Fragmentation and Climate Finance Deficits: Underfunded adaptation 

mechanisms and trade-technology frictions hamper global decarbonization scale-ups. Example: 

Unmet Climate Finance. 

4.       Persistent Short-Lived Climate Pollutants (SLCPs): High methane and black carbon emissions 

continue to drive immediate, near-term atmospheric warming. Example: Unabated Methane Leaks. 

What does the Paradigm Shift Mean? 

Earlier paradigm Overshoot paradigm 

Prevent 1.5°C breach Minimise magnitude and duration 

Long-term net-zero focus Immediate deep emission cuts 

Mitigation-centric Mitigation + adaptation 
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CDR supplementary CDR increasingly necessary 

Climate policy Climate-risk management 

UNEP emphasises that overshoot is a pathway—exceedance, peak, decline and eventual stabilisation, not a 

single-year event. Importantly, every fraction of a degree and every year above 1.5°C increases risks. 

Risks and Policy Implications of a Peak-and-Decline Pathway 

1.       Crossing Critical Biophysical Tipping Points: Higher temperatures risk triggering irreversible 

changes, including Amazon rainforest degradation, permafrost thaw, and ice-sheet collapse. Example: 

AMOC Collapse Threat. 

2.       Compounding Socio-Economic Impacts: Extended warming threatens agricultural yields, 

intensifies severe heatwaves, and accelerates coastal displacement. Example: Crop Yield Losses. 

3.       Limitations and Governance Risks of Scale-Up CDR: Heavy reliance on unproven or land-

intensive Carbon Dioxide Removal raises land-use conflicts and bio-energy trade-offs. Example: BECCS 

Land Friction. 

India’s Strategic Response 

1.       Mitigation:  Accelerate renewables, nuclear power, storage, green hydrogen and energy 

efficiency. 

2.       Adaptation: Climate-proof agriculture, cities, health systems, water infrastructure and coastal 

zones. 

3.       Methane: Target livestock, rice cultivation, waste and oil-gas leakage. 

4.       Finance: Build blended-finance mechanisms and push MDB reform. 

5.       Technology: Develop domestic clean-tech manufacturing and critical-mineral resilience. 

6.       Governance: Integrate climate risk into public investment and state-level planning. 

The Union Budget 2026-27 reinforces this developmental approach: public capex is raised to ₹12.2 lakh crore, 

while allocations support green-energy infrastructure such as Green Energy Corridors, PM-Surya Ghar and the 

National Green Hydrogen Mission. 

NITI Aayog’s 2025-26 work similarly stresses integrated climate pathways covering energy, transport, 

agriculture, industry, finance and social dimensions while pursuing Viksit Bharat@2047 and net-zero by 2070. 

Way Forward 

1.       Target Near-Term SLCP Reductions: Accelerate global methane mitigation to rapidly slow the 

rate of near-term temperature rise. Example: Global Methane Pledge. 

2.       Integrate Adaptation with Loss and Damage Frameworks:  Scale up resilient infrastructure 

and operationalize loss-and-damage funds for vulnerable developing nations. Example: Belém COP30 

Consensus. 

3.       Establish Safeguarded Carbon Removal Governance:  Deploy sustainable, nature-based and 

technological CDR solutions without compromising food security or indigenous rights. Example: 

Sustainable CDR Deployment. 
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4.    Build climate-resilient development: Make every major infrastructure and public-

investment decision climate-risk screened. Example: Climate-proof infrastructure. 

Conclusion 

A 1.5°C overshoot must not be treated as a relaxed target, but as a mandate to accelerate deep decarbonization. 

Maintaining a brief, low-peak overshoot pathway is vital to safeguard ecological stability and advance resilient 

development toward Net Zero@2047. 

Why is revising India's Model Bilateral Investment Treaty critical for balancing investor 

protection with regulatory sovereignty, and how can democratic accountability enhance 

treaty design? Examine. 

Introduction 

In response to adverse international arbitrations Example: Vodafone, Cairn Energy), India adopted a defensive 

2016 Model BIT. However, rigid stipulations, such as requiring a mandatory 5-year exhaustion of local 

remedies before accessing ISDS, discouraged foreign capital. The Union Cabinet's review of a revamped, 

investor-friendly Model BIT seeks to balance state sovereignty with capital inflows. 

Present Structure 

1.       India’s investment-treaty journey reflects a pendulum between investor protection and 

regulatory sovereignty. 

2.       Vodafone and Cairn arbitrations exposed the fiscal and regulatory risks of broad investment 

protections, prompting India’s 2015–16 Model BIT to adopt a defensive architecture. 

3.       India subsequently terminated many older BITs and concluded relatively few replacements. 

UNCTAD's database shows India's newer treaty network remains limited, even as India has signed 

recent agreements with Israel, UAE and Uzbekistan. Example: BIT pendulum.  

Rationale for Resetting the BIT Framework 

1.       Mitigating Exposure to Speculative Arbitration: Omitting broad "Fair and Equitable 

Treatment" (FET) and Most-Favored-Nation (MFN) clauses prevents aggressive lawsuits challenging 

sovereign regulatory policy. Example: Vodafone-Cairn Taxation Controversies. 

2.       Adapting to Dual-Way Capital Flows: Sharp growth in Indian Overseas Direct Investment (ODI) 

requires protecting Indian MNCs abroad while boosting net inward FDI. Example: Indian Overseas 

Acquisitions. 

3.       Preserving Sovereign Public Policy Latitude: Ensuring the state retains constitutional 

authority over health, tax, and environmental standards without facing monetary penalization. 

Example: Retrospective Tax Immunity. 

Balancing Investor Protection with Regulatory Sovereignty 

Investor Confidence Sovereign Policy Space 

Non-discrimination Public-health regulation 
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Due process Environmental standards 

Protection against expropriation Tax policy 

Predictable dispute resolution Digital regulation 

Reasonable access to arbitration Climate-transition policies 

The objective should therefore be calibrated protection, not unrestricted ISDS. 

1.       Retain protection against arbitrary discrimination and manifestly abusive state conduct. 

2.       Define FET precisely to prevent expansive arbitral interpretation. 

3.       Permit legitimate regulation for health, environment, taxation and national security. 

4.       Introduce mediation/consultation before arbitration. 

5.       Prevent treaty shopping through substantial-business-activity requirements. 

6.       The government's current review specifically seeks to make the framework more accommodating 

while retaining sovereign safeguards. Example: Proportionate ISDS. 

Enhancing Democratic Accountability and Public Consultation 

1.       Institutionalizing Parliamentary Scrutiny: Investment treaties are executed under executive 

power; mandating legislative oversight ensures scrutiny of potential state liabilities. Example: 

Parliamentary Standing Scrutiny. 

2.       State-Level Sub-Federal Engagement: Since foreign investments directly impact state-list 

subjects (land, labor, water), consulting state governments reduces sub-national legal disputes. 

Example: Federal State Consultations. 

3.       Broad Public and Industry Consultation: Public white-paper discussions prevent unforeseen 

regulatory loopholes and protect domestic industry interests. Example: White-Paper Stakeholder 

Feedback. 

4.       Participatory Treaty-Making: India's 2015 consultation enabled the Law Commission's 260th 

Report to contribute recommendations, an approach worth institutionalising. 

Way Forward 

1.      Deploy Tiered Dispute Mechanisms: Require compulsory institutional mediation before 

permitting formal international arbitration. Example: Pre-Arbitration Institutional Mediation. 

Negotiation → mediation → domestic remedy → international arbitration. 

2.      Align with Sustainable Investment Standards: Integrate explicit safeguards for green transition 

projects, digital infrastructure, and supply chain resilience. Example: Green Energy Safeguards. 

3.      Pass Domestic Investment Protection Legislation:  Enact statutory legal guidelines governing 

treaty negotiations to ensure consistency and legal certainty. Example: Statutory Investment 

Legislation. 
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4. Reasonable exhaustion period: Avoid rigid five-year barriers while preventing premature ISDS. 

Conclusion 

A transparent, democratically vetted Bilateral Investment Treaty framework protects sovereign policy 

autonomy while providing foreign investors with stable, predictable legal safeguards toward trusted, 

sustainable global investment integration. 

Why does the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation remain vital for India’s continental 

strategy, and how can New Delhi leverage it to secure Central Asia? Examine. 

Introduction 

While the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) is often viewed as a soft-power venue, former diplomats 

emphasize that the grouping's core anchor lies in the Central Asian Republics (CARs), a region long recognized 

as India's extended neighborhood. India's full membership in the SCO provides a critical continental platform 

to advance security, energy connectivity, and strategic balance across Eurasia. 

Strategic Imperatives of SCO for India 

1.       Institutional Counter-Terrorism Intelligence Sharing: Engagement via SCO’s Regional Anti-

Terrorist Structure (RATS) enables real-time intelligence exchange against cross-border extremism 

and drug trafficking. Example: RATS Intelligence Sharing. 

2.       Bypassing Overland Connectivity Barriers: Pakistan’s geography creates a major land-access 

constraint. Therefore, India must operationalise Chabahar–INSTC–Central Asia connectivity. MEA’s 

2025 India–Central Asia Dialogue specifically emphasised greater utilisation of INSTC, Chabahar and 

simplified transit procedures. Example: Chabahar Port Corridor. 

3.       Balancing Regional Hegemony: Active participation prevents Eurasia from being dominated 

solely by the Sino-Russian axis or China's unilateral Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). Example: Eurasian 

Strategic Balancing. 

4.       Strategic autonomy: SCO enables India to engage simultaneously with China, Russia, Iran and 

Central Asian states, reinforcing its multi-alignment rather than dependence on any bloc. 

5.       Balancing Chinese Predominance: Active participation gives India space to offer Central Asian 

states an alternative partner as they seek greater strategic diversification. 

6.       Economic & Energy Security: Central Asia possesses substantial oil, gas, uranium and critical 

minerals, crucial for India’s energy transition and strategic industries. SCO can complement India’s 

bilateral resource diplomacy through long-term mineral offtake, joint exploration and processing 

partnerships. Example: Kazakh uranium. 

Soft Power Engagement vs. Continental Realpolitik 

Evaluation Axis Soft Power & Cultural Diplomacy SCO Hard Strategic Realpolitik 

Primary Focus Educational exchanges, Buddhist 

heritage, and historical ties. 

Security protocols, counter-extremism, 

and regional energy grids. 
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Operational 

Impact 

Builds civilisational goodwill and 

people-to-people links. 

Secures sovereign continental outreach 

and transit access. 

Strategic Utility Secondary vector for long-term 

diplomatic influence. 

Primary institutional tool to safeguard 

national security interests. 

Structural Bottlenecks and Strategic Friction 

1.       China-Pakistan Axis and Strategic Alignment: The presence of adversary states within the 

grouping limits consensus on cross-border terrorism definitions. Example: SCO Anti-Terror 

Ambiguity. 

2.       Physical Connectivity Disconnect: Absence of direct land access through Pakistan forces 

reliance on complex multimodal transit nodes. Example: INSTC Transit Delays. 

3.       Evolving Instability in the Extended Neighborhood: Security spillover from Afghanistan 

continues to pose radicalization risks for Central Asian states. Example: Afghan Border Spillover.  

Way Forward 

1.       Operationalize Non-BRI Multimodal Corridors:  Synergize SCO transit discussions with the 

INSTC and Chabahar Port to establish viable trade routes to Central Asia. Example: Chabahar-INSTC 

Synergies. 

2.       Institutionalize the India-Central Asia Summit: Strengthen bilateral security and economic 

ties alongside multilateral SCO engagements. Example: India-Central Asia Secretariat. 

3.       Pillar Energy and Critical Mineral Partnerships: Anchor SCO trade around critical minerals, 

uranium, and clean energy tech to diversify supply chains. Example: Kazakh Uranium Agreements. 

4.       Connectivity: Integrate Chabahar–INSTC, TIR procedures, multimodal logistics and digital 

customs into a commercially viable corridor. Example: Seamless Eurasia. 

5.       Strategic Institutionalisation: Make the India–Central Asia Summit and bilateral strategic 

dialogues complementary to SCO rather than relying exclusively on the multilateral forum. 

6.       Soft power → Hard power: Expand scholarships, ITEC, UPI, healthcare and digital-public-

infrastructure partnerships to convert civilisational goodwill into measurable economic 

interdependence. 

Conclusion 

As Shyam Saran’s vision of an interconnected Eurasia suggests, India must combine SCO diplomacy with 

connectivity, commerce and capacity-building, transforming Central Asian goodwill into strategic partnerships 

supporting India’s Viksit Bharat ambition. 

How do recurring integrity crises in higher judiciary reveal systemic accountability gaps, 

and why are institutional reforms needed to restore trust? Examine. 

Introduction 

Recurring allegations of impropriety in higher courts expose a paradox: an institution constitutionally 

empowered to check power must itself command public confidence through transparent, credible and 
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proportionate accountability mechanisms. While Article 235 grants operational autonomy to maintain an 

independent judiciary, the absence of a statutory framework for judicial standards risks compromising public 

trust in the administration of justice. 

Why Recurring Integrity Crises Reveal Systemic Gaps 

1.       High Threshold of Constitutional Impeachment: Removal under Article 124(4) / Article 

217(1)(b) via the Judges (Inquiry) Act, 1968 requires a complex parliamentary majority, rendering it 

politically difficult and practically unviable for minor or mid-level misconduct. Example:  Unsuccessful 

Impeachment Motions. 

2.       Institutional Paradox: The K. Veeraswami judgment (1991), requiring CJI permission before 

criminal investigation against a superior-court judge, further illustrates the institutional dilemma: 

safeguards against harassment can potentially become barriers to investigation. 

3.       Limitations of the In-House Procedure: Internal peer-review mechanisms established under 

the C. Ravichandran Iyer (1995) precedent lack statutory force, transparent timelines, and public 

disclosure. Example: judges judging judges. 

4.    Unfettered Master of the Roster Powers: Absolute administrative discretion in bench 

allocation and case assignment without objective criteria creates vulnerabilities for selective case 

shifting. Example:  Arbitrary Bench Allocations. 

Impact of Integrity Deficits on the Constitutional Framework 

1.       Erosion of Public Faith and Judicial Legitimacy: Repeated unaddressed allegations damage 

the moral authority of the judiciary, affecting its role as the guardian of fundamental rights. Example:  

Decline in Public Trust. 

2.       Subversion of Roster Integrity and Due Process: Strategic re-allocation of sensitive public 

interest or financial matters impairs impartiality in decision-making. Example:  Forum Shopping 

Concerns. 

3.       Chilling Effect on Subordinate Judiciary: Arbitrary administrative actions or threats of transfer 

against lower court judges compromise independent decision-making. Example:  Subordinate Judicial 

Pressure. 

Economic And Social Consequences 

1.       Judicial integrity is not merely an ethical concern. Delayed or unpredictable justice raises 

transaction costs, discourages investment and weakens citizens' faith in constitutional institutions. 

2.       NITI Aayog has linked judicial inefficiency with costly litigation, weak contract enforcement and 

constraints on the business environment. 

3.       The Economic Survey 2025-26 places institutional capacity, regulatory quality and strategic 

resilience within India's growth framework; effective dispute resolution is therefore integral to India's 

investment and productivity ecosystem. 

Way Forward 

1.    Re-enact a Comprehensive Judicial Standards and Accountability Legislation:  Revive 

legislative efforts to establish an independent statutory body to investigate complaints against judges. 

Example:  Judicial Accountability Bill.  
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2.    Institutionalize Roster Management Guidelines: Implement automated, algorithm-driven, 

transparent case-allocation systems across all High Courts to minimize administrative discretion. 

Example:  Automated Computerized Rosters. 

3.    Mandate Statutory Asset Declarations: Enforce annual mandatory public reporting of 

personal assets and liabilities for all High Court and Supreme Court judges. Example:  Mandatory Asset 

Disclosures. 

4.    Introduce Graded Sanctions: admonition, recusal, withdrawal of administrative duties, 

transfer and other proportionate measures before impeachment becomes necessary. 

5.    Reform collegium transparency: publish vacancies, eligibility norms, broad reasons and 

conflict-of-interest disclosures while protecting sensitive intelligence. 

6.    Codify Roster Principles: introduce transparent digital allocation with human oversight and 

auditability. 

7.    Invest in Judicial Capacity: accelerate vacancies, court infrastructure and e-Courts. Budget 

2026-27's infrastructure allocation should be linked to measurable outcomes. 

Conclusion 

Judicial independence and judicial accountability are complementary pillars of the Rule of Law. Establishing 

structured oversight mechanisms ensures that the judiciary upholds high ethical standards while safeguarding 

institutional integrity toward Viksit Bharat@2047. 

Should India institute mandatory public teaching service for university graduates to bridge 

educational inequities and build leadership, and what operational constraints hamper its 

feasibility? Examine. 

Introduction 

The concept of educational conscription- mandating a stint of public school teaching for university graduates, 

proposes leveraging youth human capital to bridge India’s rural-urban learning divide. Grounded in the NEP 

2020 vision of civic engagement and participatory governance, this model aims to treat teaching not merely as 

a profession, but as a foundational leadership incubator for state-building. 

Why Mandatory Graduate Teaching Service Has Merit 

1.       Mitigating Pupil-Teacher Ratio (PTR) Deficits: Fills vacant teaching positions across remote 

government and local-body schools without expanding permanent fiscal liabilities. Example:  Rural 

PTR Standardization. 

2.       Democratizing Foundational Literacy and Numeracy (FLN):  Injecting motivated young 

graduates into primary classrooms strengthens grassroots learning outcomes. Example:  NIPUN 

Bharat Alignment. 

3.       Cultivating Civic Sensitization among Future Leaders:  Direct exposure to rural and socio-

economic realities builds empathy and contextual awareness in future policymakers and corporate 

leaders. Example:  Grassroots Administrative Insight. 

4.       Scaling Social-Sector Innovation: Graduates bring modern digital tools, innovative pedagogy, 

and diverse subject expertise into underprivileged classrooms. Engineering, science and commerce 

graduates could introduce coding, financial literacy, digital tools and career awareness through 
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DIKSHA, PM SHRI and Atal Tinkering Labs. Budget 2026-27 allocates ₹3,200 crore for Atal Tinkering 

Labs, creating an ecosystem where young professionals can contribute meaningfully. Example:  Tech-

Driven Pedagogy. 

5.       Democratic And Constitutional Citizenship: The experiment could deepen the spirit of Article 

51A, particularly compassion, scientific temper and public service, while making higher education 

socially accountable. NEP 2020’s emphasis on community participation and experiential learning 

provides conceptual support. 

Why Strict Conscription Is Problematic 

1.       Pedagogical Incompetence and Training Deficits: Raw graduates without formal B.Ed. or 

pedagogical grounding risk degrading classroom learning quality. Example:  B.Ed. Rigor vs. Un-trained 

Teaching.  

2.       Administrative feasibility: India has 14.71 lakh schools across diverse terrain and languages. 

Deploying, housing, and monitoring millions of graduates across diverse linguistic and geographic 

zones poses massive management challenges. Example:  Inter-State Linguistic Barriers. 

3.       Legal and Fundamental Rights Concerns: Mandatory service may trigger legal challenges under 

Article 19(1)(g) regarding freedom of trade/profession and Article 23 against uncompensated 

compulsory service. Example:  Article 19(1)(g) Litigation. 

4.       Fiscal and Opportunity Costs: Stipends, accommodation, insurance and training could become 

substantial. Budget 2026-27 already provides ₹42,100 crore for Samagra Shiksha, indicating the scale 

of existing public investment. A parallel corps could fragment scarce resources. 

5.       Federal and Institutional Complexity: Education is in the Concurrent List. A uniform national 

mandate could clash with State-specific recruitment, language and school-management systems. 

Way Forward 

1.    Adopt an Incentive-Driven Voluntary Model: Offer priority points in civil service exams, 

higher-education fee waivers, or educational loan forgiveness instead of strict legal compulsion. 

Example:  National Service Credit Points. 

2.    Institute Short-Term Hybrid Teacher Certification: Design a mandatory 6-week digital and 

classroom orientation module via DIKSHA and NCERT prior to deployment. Example:  DIKSHA Pre-

Service Training. 

3.    Establish a Dedicated National Teaching Corps:  Structure deployment under a 

decentralized state-university partnership framework to manage logistics locally. Example:  

University-Panchayat Network. 

4.       Create a National Graduate Education Corps:  State-led deployment through universities, 

Panchayats and school complexes. 

5.       Mandatory Certification Before Deployment: A 6–8 week NCERT/SCERT programme covering 

FLN, child psychology, inclusive education and local language. 

Conclusion 
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As Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam envisioned, education must create empowered citizens; India should therefore make 

service voluntary, skilled and locally rooted, converting classrooms into laboratories of leadership for Viksit 

Bharat. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 


