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How can India shift its Sweet Revolution focus from honey exports to institutionalizing 

managed apiculture as an unpaid agricultural bio-workforce? Analyze. 

Introduction 

India’s Sweet Revolution (promoted via the National Beekeeping and Honey Mission - NBHM) has largely 

prioritized commercial honey production and export revenue. Accounting by MoSPI reveals that animal 

pollination contributes over ₹2.66 lakh crore (~8–10% of total agricultural crop value) annually to India's 

farming economy. 

 

Multidimensional Role of Bees as an Agricultural Bio-Workforce 

FAO estimates that pollinators influence about 35% of global crop production and 87 of 115 leading food crops. 

1.   Quantitative Crop Yield Enhancement: Cross-pollination increases crop production by 15% 

to 40% across oilseeds, pulses, fruits, and vegetables. Example: Mustard Yield Boost. 

2.   Qualitative and Nutritional Value Addition: Effective bee pollination improves fruit set, 

seed weight, shelf life, and micronutrient density in farm produce. Example: Apple Grade Uniformity. 

3.   Ecological and Genetic Resilience: Bee foraging sustains wild flora, maintains biodiversity, 

and prevents yield collapse in climate-stressed agro-ecosystems. Example: Agro-Forestry Seed Set. 

4.   Income Diversification for Smallholders: Integrated apiculture generates low-capital 

supplementary returns alongside primary field crops. Example: Integrated Farming Systems. 

Critical Challenges Facing Pollinator Sustainability in India 

1.    Indiscriminate Chemical Pesticide Use: Overuse of neonicotinoids and synthetic 

pyrethroids leads to colony collapse disorder (CCD) and severe worker bee mortality. Example: 

Neonicotinoid Toxicity. 

2.    Export-Centric Policy Focus: National initiatives over-emphasize bottled honey 

monetization while under-investing in structured commercial pollination services. Example: 

Monetization Bias. 

3.    Habitat Destruction and Forage Scarcity: Monoculture farming and deforestation strip 

natural floral corridors, causing seasonal starvation for bee colonies. Example: Forage Gap Deficits. 

4.    Lack of Formal Pollination Markets: Absence of legal frameworks or rental fee models for 

migratory beekeepers providing pollination services to farmers. Example: Informal Hive Rentals.  

Economic and Agricultural Opportunity 

1.    The Economic Survey 2025-26 identifies horticulture as a major growth engine, accounting 

for about 33% of agricultural GVA, with horticulture production reaching 362.08 MT in 2024-25. 
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2.    This strengthens the case for embedding managed pollination into high-value agriculture. 

India can therefore move from “honey income” to “pollination productivity”. 

3.    Contract pollination services for orchards and seed farms; FPO-led migratory beekeeping 

clusters. 

4.    Premium traceable honey as a secondary revenue stream; beeswax, propolis, pollen and royal 

jelly for diversification.   

Institutional Reforms from Mission to Agricultural Infrastructure  

1.      Create a National Pollination Registry: Map colonies, flowering calendars, crop requirements 

and pollination deficits using GIS and AgriStack.  

2.      Introduce Pollination Service Payments: Farmers/FPOs should contract registered beekeepers 

during flowering seasons, converting an unpaid ecosystem service into a viable rural enterprise. 

3.      Establish “Bee-Safe Agriculture Zones”: Regulate pesticide application during flowering, 

promote IPM and create pesticide-free floral corridors. Example: Bee-safe villages. 

4.      Integrate NBHM with Horticulture: Link NBHM with MIDH, FPOs, ICAR extension and state 

horticulture departments so that every major horticultural cluster has planned pollination capacity. 

5.      Technology-Enabled Bee Health: Scale NITI Aayog’s suggested IoT/AI/sensor-based hive 

monitoring, disease surveillance and digital traceability. 

6.      Make Pollination an Outcome Indicator: Budgetary evaluation should measure yield 

improvement per managed colony, not merely number of bee boxes distributed. Example: Outcome 

budgeting. 

7.      Build Export Resilience: India should diversify beyond bulk honey towards branded, traceable 

and specialised products, while expanding domestic consumption and markets beyond the US. 

Way Forward 

1.    India should Adopt 3P framework: “Protect, Pollinate, Prosper”, protect bee biodiversity, 

institutionalise pollination services and convert honey/apiculture into a diversified rural bio-

economy. 

2.    Institutionalize Managed Pollination Services (MPS): Establish structured hive-rental 

platforms through Farmer Producer Organizations (FPOs) for high-dependence crops. Example: FPO 

Hive Leasing. 

3.    Pesticide Regulation and Green Belts: Restrict bee-toxic pesticides during crop flowering 

windows and mandate bee-friendly flora strips on farm borders. Example: Flowering-Phase Spray 

Bans. 

4.    Integration into SEEA Framework: Expand MoSPI’s environmental economic accounting to 

include pollination values in state-level agricultural GDP calculations. Example: MoSPI Ecosystem 

Accounts. 

Conclusion 

As A.P.J. Abdul Kalam’s vision of a developed India linked prosperity with sustainable knowledge, India’s Sweet 

Revolution must make every bee a recognised partner in productive, resilient agriculture. 
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Does expanding unconditional cash transfer schemes compromise long-term state 

investments in public infrastructure and basic social services? Critically evaluate. 

Introduction 

India’s welfare architecture is shifting from public provisioning to direct purchasing power.  Yet, when 

recurring transfers expand faster than revenues, the immediate social dividend can undermine the state’s long-

term developmental capacity. 

 

Why Unconditional Cash Transfers (UCTs) Matter 

UCTs are not inherently fiscally or socially undesirable; their value depends on scale, targeting and the quality 

of public services they accompany. 

1.    Targeted Household Resilience: Provides immediate liquidity to vulnerable households, 

enhancing baseline nutrition, agency, and household decision-making power. Example: Gruha Lakshmi 

Scheme. 

2.    Constitutional & Legal Dimension:  States utilize discretionary fiscal powers under Article 

282, but risk violating subnational fiscal responsibility frameworks under state FRBM Acts. Example: 

State FRBM Slippage. 

3.    Administrative and Leakage Efficiency: Bypasses state bureaucratic friction, red tape, and 

leakage risks inherent in physical commodity supply chains. Example: JAM Trinity DBTs.  

4.    Local Demand Generation: Cash injections stimulate immediate micro-level economic 

activity and private consumption within local informal markets. Example: Rural Consumption Support. 

Fiscal Trade-Offs & Crowding Out of Public Services 

1.    Distortion of Revenue Expenditure Ratios: High recurring committed expenditure on 

unconditional grants squeezes state discretionary budgets, restricting public capital formation. 

Example: High Revenue-to-Capital Ratio. 

2.    Underinvestment in Human Capital: Shifting funds from institutional education, school 

infrastructure, and public health systems weakens long-term structural mobility. Example: School 

Infrastructure Deficits. 

3.    Creation of Private Replacement Demands: Cash support forces citizens to purchase costly 

private services Example: private schooling/healthcare) when state public goods deteriorate. 

Example: Out-of-Pocket Education Costs. 

4.    Fiscal Responsibility Deficits: Expanding non-merit revenue subsidies risks widening state 

gross fiscal deficits beyond prescribed FRBM limits. Example: FRBM Subnational Slippage. 

Cash Transfers vs. Public Service Investments 
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Evaluation 

Parameter 

Unconditional Cash Transfers Public Service & Capital Investments 

Economic 

Impact 

High short-term multiplier; fuels 

immediate household consumption. 

High long-term multiplier; builds state 

productivity and human capital. 

Fiscal 

Resilience 

Permanent, entitlement-based 

recurring revenue expenditure 

liability. 

Asset-creating capital outlay with 

compounding economic returns. 

Social Outcomes Addresses immediate liquidity 

shortages and poverty alleviation. 

Builds structural equality via universal 

access to quality education/health. 

Way Forward 

1.    Adopt Conditional & Co-Responsibility Models: Link cash grants to verifiable health and 

educational outcomes Example: school attendance, immunization) to maximize human capital returns. 

Example: Bihar Entrepreneurship Model. 

2.    Cap Revenue Subsidies: Implement statutory caps on cash transfer allocations relative to a 

state’s total revenue receipts to protect social sector capital budgets. Example: 16th FC Fiscal Caps. 

3.    Institutionalize Outcome Budgeting: Pair all social welfare transfers with transparent state 

outcome budgets evaluated by independent bodies like NITI Aayog. Example: NITI Outcome Audits. 

4.    Prioritize Universal Public Infrastructure: Maintain benchmark budgetary spending on 

basic public goods (such as 6% of GSDP on education) before introducing non-targeted cash grants. 

Example: Capital Spending Floor. 

5.    Mandatory Sunset Clauses: Incorporate periodic review windows for all income-support 

schemes. Example: Time-Bound Exit Clauses. 

Conclusion 

As Dr. B.R. Ambedkar warned, social democracy must secure structural equality; balancing targeted safety nets 

with public investment remains central to realizing Viksit Bharat@2047. 

How does joining NASA’s Moon Base programme advance India’s deep-space ambitions 

while balancing domestic priority missions and strategic autonomy? Analyze. 

Introduction 

The ninth India-U.S. Civil Space Joint Working Group meeting in Bengaluru (under the U.S-India TRUST 

initiative) saw NASA formally invite ISRO to collaborate on the permanent Moon Base programme under the 

Artemis Accords. While offering access to deep-space infrastructure, ISRO must balance international alliances 

with its indigenous targets like the Bharatiya Antariksh Station (BAS) and Chandrayaan missions. 
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From Lunar Exploration to Cislunar Presence 

1.    India’s space journey has evolved from application-oriented satellites → Chandrayaan → 

human spaceflight → permanent space infrastructure. 

2.    India signed the Artemis Accords in 2023 as the 27th signatory, although it was not initially 

part of NASA’s mission-driven Artemis programme. The August 2026 invitation therefore represents 

a qualitative escalation. 

How Collaboration Advances India’s Deep-Space Ambitions 

1.    Technology Transfer & Shared R&D: Offers direct access to frontier deep-space 

technologies, including Extravehicular Activity (EVA) suits, closed-loop life-support systems (ECLSS), 

and In-Situ Resource Utilization (ISRU). Example: NISAR Payload Synergy.  

2.    Human Spaceflight Maturity: Accelerated astronaut training and operational experience 

leverage international mission architectures to support indigenous human spaceflight goals. Example: 

Axiom-4 ISS Mission. 

3.    Geopolitical Leadership in Cislunar Space: Secures a seat at the rule-making table for lunar 

resource mining, frequency allocations, and outer-space governance. Example: Artemis Governance 

Leadership. 

4.    Commercial Integration for Indian Industry: Integrates Indian private space startups and 

aerospace vendors into global value chains via IN-SPACe and NSIL. Example: IN-SPACe Supply Chains. 

5.    Fiscal Optimization: Mitigates capital requirements for duplicate lunar infrastructure amidst 

fiscal constraints outlined in recent budget frameworks. Example: Shared Mission Costs. 

Strategic Risks & Domestic Balancing Concerns 

1.    Resource Diversion from Sovereign Targets: Allocating human and financial resources to 

U.S.-led timelines could delay core national projects like the Bharatiya Antariksh Station (BAS). 

Example: BAS Space Station. 

2.    Geopolitical Non-Alignment Tension: Structural alignment with U.S.-led architecture risks 

friction with rival groups like the China-Russia International Lunar Research Station (ILRS). Example: 

Rival Lunar Alliances. 

3.    Launch & Logistics Dependency: Current launch vehicles (LVM3) lack heavy cislunar 

payload capacities, creating reliance on external launch providers. Example: Heavy Payload 

Constraints. 

Institutional and Economic Balancing 

1.    The Economic Survey 2025-26 recommends mission-driven, industry-linked R&D with 

predictable funding and public-private collaboration principles directly applicable to lunar 

exploration. 
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2.    India should therefore make private firms co-develop lunar robotics, propulsion, habitats, 

sensors and data services, rather than leaving the programme exclusively government-driven. 

3.    IN-SPACe and NSIL can translate international collaboration into domestic industrial 

capability. 

Way Forward 

1.    Accelerate Heavy-Lift Capability: Fast-track the Next-Generation Launch Vehicle (NGLV) to 

secure sovereign cislunar transit capability. Example: NGLV Heavy Development. 

2.    Ring-Fence Domestic Timelines: Maintain dedicated budgetary protection for indigenous 

milestones like the Gaganyaan and Chandrayaan-4 sample return missions. Example: BAS Milestone 

Protection. 

3.    Advocate for Interoperable Standards: Push for open, non-proprietary technical standards 

within the Artemis framework to prevent technology lock-in. Example: Open Lunar Docking. 

4.       Value-chain indigenization: Make Indian startups and MSMEs mandatory partners in suitable 

work packages. 

5.       Whole-of-Ecosystem Approach: Create an inter-agency lunar mission architecture linking ISRO, 

academia, IN-SPACe and industry. 

  

Conclusion 

As A.P.J. Abdul Kalam envisioned, “dreams transform into thoughts and thoughts result in action”; India should 

make Moon cooperation a springboard, not substitute, for sovereign technological capability. 

Is NALSA's decision to pause the Legal Aid Case Management System (LADC) scheme a step 

backward for legal aid in India? Evaluate. 

Introduction 

India’s LADC experiment seeks to convert constitutional legal aid from a formal entitlement into effective 

defence. Its proposed pause, amid bar concerns, therefore raises a deeper question: accessibility versus 

institutional quality. 

Constitutional and Legal Foundation 

1.    Legal aid is not charity but a constitutional obligation. Article 39A directs the State to secure 

equal justice and free legal aid, while Articles 14 and 21 reinforce equality and fair procedure.  

2.    The Supreme Court in Hussainara Khatoon and Khatri (II) established free legal 

representation as integral to meaningful access to justice. 

3.    The Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987 institutionalised this mandate through NALSA, SLSAs 

and DLSAs. 

4.    The LADC System, operationalised as a Central Sector Scheme from 2023-24, represents an 

evolution from sporadic panel lawyers towards dedicated criminal defence. 

Why the LADC Model Matters 

1.    Demonstrable Performance: As of December 2025, LADC offices operated in 680 districts. 

Between 2023-24 and December 2025, LADCs received 12.63 lakh cases and disposed 8.72 lakh, giving 

an overall disposal rate of about 69%; the rate rose from 63% to 73%. 

2.    Professional Specialisation: Full-time counsels can appear at remand and bail hearings, 

prepare cases systematically and conduct cross-examination, unlike fragmented panel representation. 
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3.    Undertrial Justice: Timely bail applications and procedural challenges can reduce 

unnecessary incarceration and indirectly address prison overcrowding. 

4.    Inclusive and Social Justice: Women, SCs/STs, persons with disabilities, industrial workmen 

and persons in custody fall within Section 12's eligibility architecture; women qualify irrespective of 

income. 

Evaluating NALSA’s Decision  

1.    Constitutional & Human Rights Dimension: Compromises Article 21 (Right to Fair Trial) 

and Article 39A (Free Legal Aid) by removing full-time representation for indigent undertrials. 

Example: Article 39A Mandate. 

2.    Structural & Caseload Dimension: Reverts to ad-hoc panels despite National Judicial Data 

Grid (NJDG) tracking 2.96 crore annual criminal cases against 4.86 lakh LADC assignments, providing 

minimal brief displacement. Example: 1.6% LADC Caseload.  

3.    Economic & Livelihood Dimension: Protectionist bar objections treat public legal aid as a 

commercial threat rather than an opportunity to elevate criminal defense standards. Example: Local 

Bar Objections. 

4.    Quality & Institutional Accountability: Replaces dedicated, salaried counselsvmonitored 

via NALSA performance frameworks with inexperienced or irregular panel advocates. Example: 

Salaried Public Defenders. 

5.    Technological & Administrative Dimension: Disrupts digital case-tracking systems like the 

LACS integrated across District Legal Services Authorities (DLSAs). Example: DLSA Management 

Systems. 

Key Concerns and Administrative Bottlenecks 

1.    Protectionist Resistance: Bar associations in Punjab, Haryana, and Chandigarh cite threats 

to junior advocate earnings, forcing policy rollbacks. Example: Regional Bar Pressure.  

2.    Inexperienced Interim Arrangements: Assigning complex criminal trials to inexperienced 

panel lawyers risks making indigent accused a testing ground. Example: Inexperienced Panel Risk.  

3.    Contractual Instability: Relying on short-term contractual tenures undermines institutional 

continuity and independence from prosecution mechanisms. Example: Contractual Tenure Risks. 

Way Forward 

1.    Establish a Permanent Legal Aid Cadre: Enact statutory frameworks to convert short-term 

LADC contracts into a permanent Public Defender Corps. Example: Statutory Defender Corps. 

2.    Standardize Performance & Outcome Audits: Implement transparent, data-driven 

performance metrics for legal aid services through NALSA dashboards. Example: NALSA Outcome 

Dashboards. 

3.    Engage Bar Associations via Co-existence Models: Restrict LADC mandates to indigent 

undertrials while outsourcing specialized briefs to private panel advocates. Example: Hybrid Defense 

Panels. 

Conclusion 

As Justice V.R. Krishna Iyer’s jurisprudence reminds us, justice must reach the voiceless; NALSA should 

therefore reform LADCs through evidence, not retreat from constitutional legal aid. 
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How does the MMDR Amendment Bill, 2026 reconcile investment predictability in mining 

with state fiscal autonomy? Analyse. 

Introduction 

Parliament passed the MMDR BILL discretionary levies on mineral rights and mineral-bearing lands. While 

designed to establish tax certainty and boost investor confidence, the legislation reshapes India's cooperative 

fiscal federalism following the Supreme Court's 2024 ruling affirming states' mineral taxing rights. 

Facilitating Mining Investments 

The mining sector is no longer merely a source of royalties; it is an industrial-security backbone for steel, 

electronics, batteries, renewables and defence. 

1.    Fiscal Rationalization & Tax Stability: Limits uncoordinated state cesses via new Section 

9D, curbing cost escalation for long-term capital commitments. Example: Section 9D Limits. 

2.    Critical Mineral Security: Creates a predictable framework for exploring deep-seated and 

critical green-transition minerals. Example: Rare Earth Mineral Supply.  

3.    Supply Chain Cost Uniformity: Prevents cascading input costs across downstream steel, 

power, and infrastructure sectors. Example: Downstream Cost Control. 

4.    Retrospective Relief: Invalidates uncollected historical demands to safeguard operational 

miners' viability.  Example: Past Levy Relief. 

Concerns over Fiscal Federalism and State Autonomy 

1.    Encroachment on State List Powers: Restricts legislative authority under Entry 49 (land 

taxes) and Entry 50 (mineral rights taxes) of List II. Example: Entry 50 Erosion. 

2.    Impact on State Revenue Base: Constrains discretionary fiscal instruments in resource-rich 

but economically lagging states. Example: Subnational Revenue Loss. 

3.    Executive Centralization via Rules: Empowers the Union government under Section 13 to 

prescribe condition-based state taxation parameters. Example: Centralized Rule-Making. 

4.    Erosion of fiscal space: Mineral-rich States such as Odisha, Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh rely 

significantly on mining-related revenues. 

5.    Vertical imbalance: Restricting State levies without proportionately strengthening transfers 

can deepen Centre–State fiscal asymmetry. 

6.    Local-development implications: Lower State receipts can indirectly affect District Mineral 

Foundation (DMF) expenditure benefiting mining-affected communities 

 Why the amendment is not necessarily anti-federal 

1.    Fiscal federalism does not require every State to exercise unlimited taxation powers. 

Predictability itself has federal value when fragmented levies distort national markets. 

2.    The Economic Survey 2025–26 highlights the strategic importance of critical minerals amid 

the energy transition; simultaneously, mining contracted 1.8% in H1 FY26, partly because of excessive 

rainfall, underscoring the sector’s vulnerability and need for investment. 
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3.    Moreover, NITI Aayog has previously advocated rationalising tax structures and facilitating 

investment, while stressing better exploration and domestic value addition. 

4.    Thus, the amendment can be viewed as fiscal harmonisation, provided States are not reduced 

to passive recipients. 

The Larger Economic and Geopolitical Imperatives 

1.    India faces intense competition for critical minerals amid supply-chain concentration and 

geopolitical weaponisation of resources. NITI Aayog notes that price volatility and concentrated global 

supply create financing and supply risks. 

2.    Budget 2026–27’s ₹7,280-crore REPM manufacturing scheme, 6,000 MTPA proposed capacity 

and rare-earth corridors indicate an integrated attempt to move from mine-to-market. 

3.    Hence, stable mining taxation supports Atmanirbhar Bharat, manufacturing and strategic 

autonomy. 

Way Forward 

1.    Formulate a Collaborative Rule Framework: Involve states via the Inter-State Council 

when framing rules under Section 13. Example: Inter-State Consultation. 

2.    Enhance Royalty and Auction Shares: Compensate state revenue gaps through periodic 

royalty rationalization and higher auction premium transfers. Example: Enhanced Royalty Share. 

3.    Strengthen District Mineral Foundations (DMF): Protect local community development 

allocations from national fiscal caps. Example: Ring-Fenced DMF Funds. 

Conclusion 

As B.R. Ambedkar envisioned constitutional federalism as cooperative governance, the MMDR reform must 

harmonise national mineral security with State fiscal voice, ensuring growth strengthens not weakens India’s 

federal compact. 

How does Japan’s evolving defense strategy redefine Indo-Japan security ties, and what 

operational barriers impede deeper military technology integration? Analyze. 

Introduction 

Japan’s post-2022 security transformation is converging with India’s Indo-Pacific priorities. The 2026 

UNICORN co-development agreement signals movement from dialogue to defence industrial partnership, amid 

intensifying strategic competition. 

Drivers and Dimensions of Operational & Technological Alignment 

1.    Co-Development & High-Tech Transfers: Concrete implementation of technology transfers, 

such as the UNICORN stealth naval communication antenna system, establishes a foundation for joint 

military hardware R&D. Example: UNICORN Antenna Agreement. 

2.    Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA): Joint surveillance operations, reciprocal supply 

sharing, and deep-water submarine tracking secure vital sea lanes across the Indian Ocean and South 

China Sea. Stronger India-Japan capabilities reinforce a free, open and rules-based Indo-Pacific (FOIP). 

Example: Real-time Information Sharing. 
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3.    Expanded Operational Interoperability: Multi-domain military exercises across land, air, 

and sea domains build tactical synergy and logistical integration. Example: JIMEX, Dharma Guardian.  

4.    Institutional Security Alignment: The Reciprocal Access Agreement (RAA) and the 2+2 

Ministerial framework streamline joint logistics, maintenance, and troop deployments. Example: 

Reciprocal Logistics Support. 

Economic & Capability Convergence 

1.    India's Union Budget 2026-27 allocated ₹7.85 lakh crore to Defence, including ₹1.39 lakh 

crore for domestic defence procurement and ₹29,100 crore for DRDO.  

2.    This creates fiscal space for indigenous absorption of Japanese technologies rather than 

simple imports. 

3.    However, PRS notes that capital expenditure remains around 27% of defence spending, while 

salary and pension commitments constitute about 44%; India also remains heavily dependent on 

foreign high-technology systems. Thus, technology partnership must complement not substitute 

domestic R&D. 

Operational Bottlenecks and Strategic Divergences 

1.    Bureaucratic & Export Control Friction: Japan’s stringent Three Principles on Defense 

Equipment Transfers slow hardware commercialization and technology transfers. Example: US-2 

Amphibian Delay. 

2.    Divergent Threat Focus & Alliances: Japan prioritizes East China Sea contingencies within 

its formal treaty alliance with the U.S., whereas India emphasizes strategic autonomy and its 

continental northern borders. Example: Divergent Regional Priorities. 

3.    Industrial & Indigenous Capacity Gaps: Aligning Japan’s high-tech defense production with 

India’s Aatmanirbhar Bharat local manufacturing requirement presents integration challenges. 

Example: Local Manufacturing Mandates. 

4.    Indigenous-production tension: India's Aatmanirbhar Bharat objectives require 

localisation, while Japanese firms may prefer controlled technology transfer and protection of 

proprietary systems. 

5.    Interoperability gap: Exercises demonstrate tactical cooperation, but true integration 

requires common communications, logistics, data links, maintenance and command procedures. 

Way Forward 

1.    Institutionalize Joint Defense R&D: Create a dedicated Joint Defense Technology Industrial 

Working Group under Aatmanirbhar Bharat to bypass bureaucratic acquisition delays. Example: Joint 

Defense Hubs. 

2.    Operationalize Reciprocal Logistics: Fully leverage logistics-sharing agreements to enable 

sustained, joint anti-submarine warfare and long-range ocean patrols. Example: Cross-Servicing Naval 

Base Access. 

3.    Multilateral Quad Integration: Broaden maritime domain awareness by harmonizing Quad 

initiatives across the wider Indo-Pacific region. Example: IPMDA Information Sharing. 
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Conclusion 

As Shinzo Abe’s “Confluence of the Two Seas” envisioned, India-Japan cooperation can shape Indo-Pacific 

stability; moving from exercises to co-development can reconcile strategic autonomy with technological 

interdependence. 

How does India’s chairship of the BRICS Environment Ministers' Meeting strengthen South-

South climate cooperation while balancing domestic growth and global decarbonization 

commitments? Analyze. 

Introduction 

India’s Chairship of the 12th BRICS Environment Ministers’ Meeting in New Delhi (August 2026) championed 

a development-centred, people-first transition. Backed by Economic Survey 2025–26 data highlighting over 

51.93% installed non-fossil capacity and Union Budget 2026–27 green growth allocations, India harmonized 

South-South climate action with sovereign growth priorities. 

 

Strengthening South-South Cooperation vs. Domestic & Global Priorities 

1.    Geopolitical & Multidimensional Leadership: Asserts the interests of the Global South 

within BRICS (representing ~40% of global GDP and 49.5% of population) by pushing back against 

top-down Western trade measures like the EU Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM). 

Example:  CBAM Resistance Strategy. 

2.    Social & Behavioral Dimension (Mission LiFE): Shifts international focus from industrial 

production cuts to demand-side citizen actions, institutionalizing sustainable consumption principles 

globally. Example:  Mission LiFE Framework. 

3. Economic & Fiscal Dimension: Protects domestic growth by securing 5.6% of GDP for 

adaptation and leveraging Union Budget 2026–27 renewable allocations (32915Cr) without 

accepting punitive carbon mandates. Example:  Budget Green Outlays. 

4.    Technological & Environmental Dimension: Promotes technology sharing across BRICS in 

circular economy frameworks, Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR), and AI-based wildfire and 

land restoration tools. Example:  Shared EPR Models.  

5.    Legal & Constitutional Mandate: Fulfills Article 48A (environmental protection) and the 

principle of Common But Differentiated Responsibilities-Respective Capabilities (CBDR-RC) under the 

UNFCCC. Example:  Article 48A Mandate. 

Key Vulnerabilities and Implementation Bottlenecks 
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1.    Coal-Dependency & Energy Security Realities:  Reconciling domestic baseload energy 

requirements with international non-fossil targets presents structural transition friction. Example:  

Baseload Coal Demands. 

2.    Climate Finance Deficits: Unmet global climate finance promises force developing nations to 

rely on costly domestic market leverage for green transitions. Example:  Global Finance Deficit. 

3.    Divergent BRICS Industrial Priorities: Harmonizing decarbonization roadmaps across 

resource-exporting and manufacturing-heavy economies creates internal consensus challenges. 

Example:  Divergent Member Interests. 

Western Climate Frameworks vs. BRICS Global South Model 

Evaluation 

Parameter 

Western Multilateral 

Framework Example:  EU CBAM) 

BRICS Global South Model (India's 

Chairship) 

Core Philosophy Top-down, trade-linked punitive 

carbon pricing mechanisms. 

Bottom-up, voluntary, people-centric 

sustainable practices. 

Implementation 

Focus 

Strict emission caps and statutory 

trade penalties. 

Shared capacity building, circular 

economy, and adaptation. 

Equity & Rights Standardized compliance metrics 

regardless of historic emissions. 

Strict adherence to Common But 

Differentiated Responsibilities (CBDR). 

Way Forward 

1. Operationalize Green Finance via NDB: Mobilize local-currency green bonds through the New 

Development Bank to finance Global South climate adaptation projects. Example:  NDB Green Bonds. 

2. Standardize Voluntary Carbon Markets: Establish unified carbon credit verification frameworks 

across BRICS to reduce reliance on Western auditing firms. Example:  BRICS Carbon Accounting. 

3. Scale Localized Community Models: Expand participatory afforestation models like Ek Ped Maa Ke 

Naam into regional cross-border ecological restoration programs. Example:  Participatory 

Afforestation Models. 

Conclusion 

In India’s World, C. Raja Mohan observed that pragmatic multilateralism serves national interest; India’s BRICS 

environment leadership effectively bridges economic growth with ecological responsibility under Viksi t 

Bharat@2047. 

Does judicial scrutiny of personal law-based polygamy under Article 14 reconcile gender 

justice with religious freedom in India? Analyze. 

Introduction 

Following a petition filed by women’s rights activists, the Supreme Court sought the Union government's 

response on challenging the constitutional validity of polygamy and applying Section 82 of the BNS uniformly 

across all communities; testing whether personal law can withstand contemporary gender-justice standards. 

Arguments Against Personal Law Exemption 
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1.    Constitutional Equality & Non-Discrimination: Exemption of specific personal laws from 

bigamy laws violates Article 14 (equality before law) and Article 15 (prohibition of discrimination on 

grounds of sex). Example:  Article 14 Violation. 

2.    Right to Dignity and Gender Justice: Polygamy impairs a woman’s right to live with dignity 

and equal status within marriage under Article 21. Example:  Article 21 Dignity. 

3.    Uniform Criminal Law Standards: Applying Section 82 of BNS (which criminalizes bigamy) 

uniformly removes discriminatory personal law exceptions.  Example:  Uniform BNS Application. 

4.    Socio-Economic Vulnerability: Non-monogamous arrangements often leave first wives and 

children without housing, inheritance, or immediate maintenance guarantees. Example:  Maintenance 

Security Gaps. 

5.    Qualified Freedom: Article 25 religious freedom is subject to public order, morality and 

health and does not automatically immunise every social practice associated with religion. 

However, the Court must distinguish religious faith from secular marital regulation rather than assume that 

every personal-law rule is a religious essential. 

Jurisprudential Evolution 

The Supreme Court has progressively subjected family practices to constitutional scrutiny: 

Case Significance 

Sarla Mudgal (1995) Conversion cannot be used to circumvent monogamy requirements under Hindu law 

(Anti-evasion principle). 

Lily Thomas (2000) Reinforced the prohibition against using conversion to contract a second marriage. 

Javed v. State of 

Haryana (2003) 

Upheld restrictions on persons with more than two children contesting Panchayat 

elections; polygamy was discussed as not an unavoidable religious obligation. 

Shayara Bano 

(2017) 

Instant triple talaq was invalidated, with constitutional equality and arbitrariness 

becoming central to personal-law scrutiny (Constitutional morality). 

Thus, Shayara Bano provides an important but not automatic precedent for examining discriminatory 

personal-law practices. 

Arguments & Protectionist Perspectives 

1.    Protection of Essential Religious Practices: Article 25 protects personal law traditions, 

provided they do not violate public order, morality, or health. Example:  Article 25 Protection. 

2.    Judicial Overreach vs. Legislative Domain: Reform of personal laws is traditionally seen as 

a legislative task under Article 44 (Uniform Civil Code) rather than a matter for judicial mandates. 

Example:  Article 44 Legislative Mandate. 

Arguments Cautioning Against Judicial Overreach 

1.    Religious Autonomy: Article 25 protects freedom of conscience and religion, while personal 

laws are intertwined with community identity. (Pluralism) 

2.    Separation of Powers: Parliament, not courts may be better placed to undertake 

comprehensive personal-law reform, particularly in light of Article 44's Uniform Civil Code directive. 

(Institutional restraint) 
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3.    Risk of Selective Reform: Singling out one community can generate perceptions of 

majoritarianism unless the principle is framed universally. (Equal treatment) 

4.    Constitutional Balance: The objective should not be uniformity for its own sake, but equality 

without erasing legitimate religious freedom. 

Way Forward 

1.      Extend Section 82 of BNS Uniformly: Eliminate statutory exemptions to ensure criminal 

penalties for bigamy apply across all religious affiliations. Example:  Universal BNS Application. 

2.      Mandate Civil Marriage Registration: Enforce compulsory registration of all marriages and 

divorces to protect spousal rights and prevent clandestine second marriages. Example:  Compulsory 

Marriage Registration. 

3.      Statutory Guarantees for Matrimonial Rights:  Secure fast-track maintenance, housing access, 

and child custody rights for affected spouses. Example:  Fast-Track Matrimonial Relief. 

4.      Protect religious dialogue: Consult community scholars, women's organisations and civil society 

while retaining constitutional supremacy. Example: Participatory reform) 

5.      Improve economic agency: Expand women's financial inclusion, employment and property 

ownership so formal rights translate into bargaining power. Example: Substantive empowerment. 

Conclusion 

As Justice D.Y. Chandrachud’s constitutional morality jurisprudence reminds us, dignity and fraternity must 

animate pluralism; India should reconcile religious freedom with gender equality without sacrificing either 

constitutional supremacy or diversity. 

How can Geographical Indications (GIs) transform traditional craft ecosystems into 

equitable fashion value chains for indigenous communities? Analyze. 

Introduction 

India’s GI regime can turn heritage into high-value creative capital, but only when legal recognition reaches 

artisans’ wallets. With 64.66 lakh craft workers and 64% women artisans, equitable value chains are 

imperative. While GIs establish a collective legal shield under the GI of Goods Act, 1999, a critical gap remain. 

How GIs Can Create an Equitable Fashion Value Chain 

Collective Ownership 

1.      GI registration can prevent unauthorised commercial use of protected geographical names and 

strengthen community bargaining power. 

2.      On 2025 Prada controversy Bombay High Court noted that registered proprietors LIDCOM and 

LIDKAR possessed the statutory enforcement rights, illustrating weak community access to 

enforcement can undermine GI protection. 

Price Premium to Income Premium 

1.      GIs should be accompanied by, royalty/revenue-sharing contracts with artisan collectives. 

2.      Producer-owned cooperatives/FPO-like structures. 

3.      Direct-to-consumer platforms eliminating excessive intermediaries. 
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4.      Collective bargaining for minimum procurement prices. 

5.      The objective should shift from “GI-certified product” → “GI-generated artisan income.” 

Global Value Chains to Ethical Fashion Partnerships 

1.      India can convert global fashion houses into co-creators and market partners through: prior 

informed consent; attribution of cultural origin; transparent contracts; benefit-sharing; artisan 

participation in design adaptation. Example: Prada–LIDCOM–LIDKAR MoU. 

Technology to Authenticity & Traceability  

1.      QR-enabled GI certificates, blockchain-based provenance records and digital artisan IDs can 

establish: “Who made it? Where? Using what traditional process? Who received the payment?” 

2.      India handmade already connects verified artisans and producer groups with consumers online, 

providing a foundation for scaling this model. Example: Digital provenance. 

Women and Marginalised Communities 

1.      The Economic Survey 2025-26 highlights that women constitute around 56.1% of the handicrafts 

workforce, while handloom activity is even more female-dominated. 

2.      GI-led value addition can become an instrument of women’s entrepreneurship, rural employment 

and social mobility provided women receive ownership and bargaining rights rather than merely 

piece-rate wages. 

Fiscal & Policy 

1.      Budget 2026-27 proposed the National Handloom and Handicraft Programme and the Mahatma 

Gandhi Gram Swaraj initiative, focusing on skilling, quality improvement, branding and global market 

linkages. 

2.      This creates an opportunity to integrate GI registration + cluster infrastructure + branding + e-

commerce + export facilitation into one value-chain strategy. 

Structural Bottlenecks 

1.      Aesthetic Appropriation Without Origin:  Global fashion brands borrow visual motifs without 

using protected brand names, bypassing GI safeguards. GI + copyright/design/TCE protection is 

required against cultural appropriation. Example: Kolhapuri Chappal. 

2.      Asymmetry in Value Distribution: Commercial intermediaries capture disproportionate profit 

margins, leaving primary tribal creators with nominal wages. Example:  Middlemen Margin 

Dominance. 

3.      Territorial Legal Limitations: GI protection applies nationally unless extended via bilateral 

agreements or international registries under WIPO frameworks. Example:  Cross-Border Enforcement 

Deficit. 

4.      Lack of Institutional Capital: Indigenous artisan cooperatives often lack the financial resources 

needed to enforce legal remedies against unauthorized copycats. Example:  High Litigation Costs. 

Current GI Framework vs. Fashion Equity Model 
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Evaluation 

Parameter 

Traditional GI Framework Fashion Equity Investment Model 

Primary Scope Restrains geographical name 

misuse. 

Protects design rights, motifs, and 

artisanal equity. 

Monetization 

Mechanics 

Passive regional brand tagging. Active royalty-sharing and direct market 

access. 

Community 

Protection 

Defensive legal shield against 

fake goods. 

Institutional empowerment via profit-

sharing cooperatives. 

Way Forward 

1.      Implement Access & Benefit-Sharing (ABS): Mandate that commercial fashion houses seek 

Prior Informed Consent (PIC) and share revenues when adapting indigenous designs. Example:  

Mandatory ABS Agreements. 

2.      Promote Producer Organizations:  Scale Tribal Farmer Producer Organizations (FPOs) and 

handicraft collectives supported by TRIFED to build direct-to-consumer brand equity. Example:  

TRIFED Collective Marketing. 

3.      Draft Sui Generis TCE Protections: Formulate specific legislation for Traditional Cultural 

Expressions (TCEs) to protect intangible heritage beyond strict geographical names. Example:  Sui 

Generis TCE Law. 

Conclusion 

Aligning intellectual property rights with ethical fashion ensures that indigenous heritage drives sustainable 

economic growth under Viksit Bharat@2047. 

How does the Supreme Court’s Vanashakti judgment reconcile strict environmental 

compliance with economic pragmatism, and what statutory safeguards must govern ex-post 

facto clearances? Examine. 

Introduction 

The Supreme Court’s milestone Vanashakti v. Union of India (2026) verdict struck down routine ex-post facto 

Environmental Clearances (EC) granted via executive circulars, reinforcing the Precautionary Principle under  

Article 21. Anchored in the Economic Survey 2025–26 framework of “sustainable industrial transition,” the 

judgment closes arbitrary regularisation avenues while allowing a narrow, scientifically audited statutory path 

to prevent economic paralysis. 

Reconciling Environmental Integrity with Economic Pragmatism 

1.      Judicial & Constitutional Mandate: The Court itself frames the task through “eco-centric 

proportionality”, invalidates executive notifications diluting the EIA Notification 2006, upholding 

Article 48A (State's duty to protect environment) and the rule of law. Example:  Article 48A Mandate. 



Mains Marathon Compilation [Third Week] August 2026 

 

Created with love ❤ by ForumIAS- the knowledge network for civi l services. 

Visit academy.forumias.com for our mentor based courses. 
 

 

2.      Protection Against Economic Disruption: Avoids mandatory demolition of capital-intensive 

projects that operated in good faith, investment cannot become a defence for illegality, but economic 

consequences should inform proportionate remedial action. Example:  Brownfield Asset Preservation. 

3.      Operationalization of Polluter Pays: Mandates heavy deterrent penalties, environmental 

restoration funds, and corporate social responsibility offsets for non-compliant units. Example:  

Restorative Penalty Levies. 

4.      Institutional Accountability: Critiques the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change 

(MoEFCC) for using executive orders to bypass statutory public consultation requirements. Example:  

MoEFCC Circular Invalidation. 

Why Ex-Post Facto EC Remains Dangerous 

Risk Implication 

Moral hazard Firms may deliberately violate first and regularise later. Example:  Prior-EC 

Compliance Avoidance. 

Irreversible damage EIA cannot reconstruct lost forests, groundwater or biodiversity 

Public participation 

deficit 

Communities lose their opportunity to influence project design 

Unequal competition Compliant firms bear costs that violators avoid 

Regulatory capture Executive discretion may favour powerful developers  

State Level Institutional 

Weakness 

State Environment Impact Assessment Authorities (SEIAA) often lack the 

technical capacity to conduct impartial ecological damage 

What a Lawful Statutory Exception Should Contain  

If Parliament/Union Government considers a limited mechanism under Section 3 of the Environment 

(Protection) Act, 1986, it must be radically different from an executive regularisation window and mandatory 

safeguards: 

1.      Statutory not executive basis: No Office Memorandum should create a parallel clearance regime. 

2.      One-time & exceptional: No recurring “clearance amnesty”. 

3.      Independent damage assessment: Quantify ecological loss before deciding continuation. 

4.      Environmental compensation: Apply the Polluter Pays Principle and fund restoration. 

5.      Public participation: Fresh consultation where ecological/social impacts remain material. 

6.      Independent expert appraisal: Prevent conflict of interest within project-approving agencies. 

7.      Categorical exclusions: Ecologically prohibited/sensitive projects should not qualify. 

8.      Strict conditions:  Technology upgrades, remediation and continuous monitoring should precede 

continuation. 

Way Forward 
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1.      Establish an Independent Environmental Authority: Create a permanent, statutory National 

Environment Appraisal Authority under the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986. Example:  

Independent NEAA Body. 

2.      Standardize Damage Assessment Metrics: Develop scientific, GIS-based metrics under CPCB 

guidelines to calculate accurate environmental restoration penalties. Example:  CPCB Damage Metrics. 

3.      Mandate Time-Bound Third-Party Audits:  Require accredited academic and scientific 

institutions to conduct mandatory green audits for all brownfield regularisation requests. Example:  

Accredited Green Audits. 

Conclusion 

development must serve need rather than greed; Vanashakti can institutionalise that balance through lawful 

clearances, environmental jurisprudence must harmonize ecology with developmental necessity; the 

Vanashakti judgment establishes this balance for Viksit Bharat. 

How does the Indo-Pacific Partnership for Maritime Domain Awareness (IPMDA) mitigate 

regional supply chain vulnerabilities across vital geopolitical chokepoints? Examine. 

Introduction 

Geopolitical crises across West Asia and the Red Sea have exposed the fragility of global sea lines of 

communication (SLOCs). Launched by the Quad (India, US, Japan, Australia), the IPMDA serves as a non-lethal, 

tech-driven security framework. It provides near-real-time commercial satellite tracking to safeguard 

unimpeded maritime trade across strategic chokepoints. 

Why Chokepoints Create Supply-Chain Vulnerabilities 

1.      The Indo-Pacific links West Asian energy producers, Asian manufacturing centres and global 

consumer markets. 

2.      Chokepoints such as the Strait of Hormuz, Bab-el-Mandeb, Malacca, Sunda and Lombok therefore 

function as strategic valves of global commerce. 

3.      Disruption through conflict, piracy, grey-zone coercion, accidents or climate disasters can create: 

·         Energy shocks → higher freight and fuel costs → imported inflation. 

·         Container disruptions → longer delivery times → inventory shortages. 

·         Route diversion → higher insurance and logistics costs → reduced competitiveness. 

·         Port congestion → cascading production disruptions → supply-chain fragmentation. 

4.      For India, whose international trade is heavily dependent on maritime transport, maritime 

resilience is therefore an economic-security imperative. 

 How IPMDA Mitigates Vulnerabilities 

1.      Neutralizing Asymmetric & Dark Shipping Threats: Integrates commercial AIS and satellite 

data to identify non-transponding vessels engaging in illegal trade or grey-zone tactics. Example: Dark 

vessels. 
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2.      Chokepoint early warning: Provides early warning surveillance covering high-density corridors 

like the Strait of Malacca, Bab-el-Mandeb, and the Strait of Hormuz. Example:  Malacca Security 

Monitoring. 

3.      Regional Information Fusion Integration: Connects regional hubs like India's Information 

Fusion Centre–Indian Ocean Region (IFC-IOR) with Southeast Asian and Pacific Island networks. 

Example:  IFC-IOR Integration. 

4.      Protecting Undersea Cables & Critical Infrastructure: Complements Quad maritime security 

initiatives by monitoring threats to offshore energy assets and undersea communication cables. 

Example:  Cable Security Oversight. 

Significance 

1.   Economic:  Greater predictability in shipping reduces uncertainty, insurance premiums and 

inventory costs, complementing India’s logistics reforms. The Economic Survey 2025–26 highlights 

port modernisation, maritime connectivity and data-sharing through the Indian Ports Act, 2025 as 

important for trade competitiveness. 

2.   Technological: Satellite RF, AIS, electro-optical data and advanced analytics allow relatively 

low-cost surveillance across vast oceans. The Quad has indicated further layering of electro-optical 

data and analytical software into IPMDA. 

3.   Diplomatic:  Capacity-building allows smaller states such as Maldives, Seychelles, Sri Lanka 

and Pacific Island countries to improve maritime governance without depending entirely on major-

power naval assets. 

4.   Legal: Maritime surveillance can reinforce enforcement of coastal-state laws while operating 

within UNCLOS, freedom of navigation and sovereign jurisdiction. 

5.   Climate/HADR: Maritime awareness also improves responses to cyclones, disasters and 

environmental incidents, making supply chains more resilient to non-traditional threats. 

Operational Bottlenecks & Strategic Divergences 

1.    Geographic Coverage Gaps: Excludes parts of the Western Indian Ocean and East Africa, 

leaving security blind spots near the Bab-el-Mandeb and Red Sea approaches. Example:  Western IOR 

Coverage. 

2.    Data Sovereignty & Interoperability: Varying national data-classification standards among 

non-Quad partners slow down real-time tactical intelligence sharing. Example:  Tactical Data Delays. 

3.    Interoperability & False Positives/Cyber Risks: Different sensors, standards and 

institutional capacities complicate fusion. AI-enabled surveillance requires human verification and 

cybersecurity. 

Way Forward 

1.       Extend Coverage to Western Indian Ocean: Expand IPMDA’s operational footprint to cover 

West Asian chokepoints and GCC littoral nations. Example:  Gulf Security Inclusion. 

2.       Deploy AI-Driven Predictive Analytics: Incorporate automated threat-detection algorithms 

into IFC-IOR workflows to preempt maritime disruptions. Example:  AI Anomaly Detection. 
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3.       Institutionalize Navy-to-Coast Guard Protocols: Formalize standard operating procedures for 

rapid interdiction when dark vessels are flagged. Example:  Rapid Interdiction Protocols. 

4. Critical-infrastructure Mapping & IFC-IOR integration:  Establish interoperable data standards and 

rapid-alert protocols. Create a regional database of ports, cables and energy assets. Example: Blue 

infrastructure. 

Conclusion 

As Kautilya’s Arthashastra reminds us, prosperity rests upon secure economic arteries ; IPMDA transforms 

maritime transparency into collective resilience, advancing India’s SAGAR vision and Viksit Bharat. 

Despite quantitative expansion, how do structural inequities in Indian school education 

hinder real inclusion? Analyze in light of recent UDISE+ findings. 

Introduction 

The Unified District Information System for Education Plus (UDISE+) 2025–26 report reflects significant 

foundational progress, school teachers crossing 1.02 crore, Pupil-Teacher Ratio (PTR) well within NEP 2020 

norms, and secondary dropout rates dropping to 7.0%. However, deep-seated structural disparities across 

infrastructure, regional access, and social inclusion continue to impede equity and learning quality.  

From Access to Meaningful Inclusion 

1.    India’s school system now encompasses 14.71 lakh schools, 24.69 crore students and over 

1.01 crore teachers, reflecting remarkable quantitative expansion. 

2.    However, inclusion means more than being enrolled—it requires access, participation, 

learning, dignity and transition irrespective of geography, gender, caste, disability or income. 

3.    NITI Aayog’s 2026 School Education System in India similarly identifies persistent gaps in 

equity, inclusion, teacher deployment, infrastructure and learning outcomes, despite near-universal 

primary access. 

Structural Inequities Behind the Expansion 

1.    Digital & Technological Divide: Nearly 32.6% of schools lack internet connectivity and 

~30.1% lack basic computer access, severely limiting digital learning equity. Example:  Rural-Urban 

Digital Gap. 

2.    Accessibility Deficits for CWSN: Only 58.2% of schools possess disability-inclusive 

infrastructure like ramps with handrails, restricting access for Children with Special Needs. Example:  

Non-Inclusive School Ramps. 

3.    Teacher Allocation & Capacity Disparities: Over 1 lakh schools operate with a single 

teacher, disproportionately burdening remote classrooms and diluting instructional quality. Example:  

Single-Teacher Rural Schools. 

4.    The Secondary-Level Retention Cliff: While foundational enrolment is high, secondary 

retention drops drastically to 51.9%, driven by learning poverty and socioeconomic pressures. 

Example:  Secondary Stage Drop-offs. 
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5.    Regional & State-Level Disparity: Performance Grading Index (PGI) 2.0 metrics highlight 

wide inter-state divergence in learning outcomes and governance efficiency. Example:  Inter-State 

Outcome Divergence. 

Learning Inequality and The Deeper Exclusion 

1.    Quantitative access can coexist with learning poverty. The Economic Survey 2025–26 notes 

improvement in foundational learning: ASER 2024 shows Grade III children able to read Grade-II text 

rising to 27%, while subtraction ability reached 33.7%. Yet the figures also reveal that a majority 

remain below these benchmarks. 

2.    Further, parental education significantly influences learning, demonstrating that educational 

inequality is partly reproduced through the home environment. Hence, the challenge is shifting from 

“schooling for all” to “learning for all.”  

Policy Response from Universalism to Targeted Equity 

1.       Targeted Teacher Redistribution: Mandate rationalized teacher postings to eliminate single-

teacher setups using GIS mapping. Example:  Smart Staff Redistribution. 

2.       Accessible Infrastructure Mandates: Enforce 100% CWSN-compliant physical and digital 

infrastructure across state schools under Samagra Shiksha. Example:  Barrier-Free Campus Mandates. 

3.       Bridging the Secondary Retention Gap: Expand targeted cash transfers, local vocational 

training, and localized secondary school access. Example:  Target Secondary Scholarships. 

4.    100% Accessibility: make ramps, toilets, assistive devices and accessible digital content 

mandatory. Example: Universal design. 

5.    Digital Equity: prioritise last-mile connectivity, devices and offline/TV/radio alternatives 

through PM e-VIDYA and DIKSHA. Example: Hybrid learning. 

6.    District Equity Index: combine UDISE+, PARAKH, PGI and socioeconomic data to identify 

“education deprivation hotspots.” Example: Equity mapping. 

7.    Outcome-linked Financing: tie a greater share of Samagra Shiksha interventions to 

measurable improvements in FLN, transition and inclusion. 

Conclusion 

Transitioning from universal access to equitable quality education requires bridging systemic infrastructure 

and human resource gaps, fulfilling the core mandate of NEP 2020 and SDG 4.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


