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Daily Brief - Source Plan (Monday to Saturday)

[ Common Daily ]
The Hindu - The Indian Express . Deccan Herald - The Statesman

read every CIOH, alongside fhe day's sources b@’OW

[ Day-wise Sources }

I\/Ionday ORF (Observer Research Foundaﬁon} . Foreign Affairs - The Dip’omaf
TUESday MP-IDSA - EPW (Economic & Political Week/y} . Gafeway House
WedneSday Firsfposf . South Asia Monitor - ICWA (Indian Council of World /‘\ffairs)

Thursday ORF - Frontline - Bar & Bench - World Focus

Friday MP-IDSA - Carnegie Endowment - VIF (Vivekananda [nternational Foundaﬁon)

Saturday Firstpost - Project Syndicate - The Economist

As per relevance. articles from other relevant sources such as NatStrat, ThePrint and

The Te/egraph (India) will also be included.
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New life for IMEC
T GATEWAY g
| HOUSE - "“, i) . ' ' ‘ | ;.‘.' -:."

|||||| COUNCIL ON GLOBAL RELATIONS Wi"'h "'he U.S.—Iran War disrup-l-ing Oi’

AT aba® vy gftag

about us experts sl i flows Hvrough the Strait of Hormuz, and
A A Houthi and drone attacks now hiHing

1 OCTOBER 2026, Gateway House . . !
T . : Saudi Arabia’s Red Sea back-up route,
‘- New life for IMEC i st o A
?ﬁgg;ﬁics The India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor, currently stalled due to & Bear Grg ues g ¢l
Reports conflicts in the Gulf, may be an answer to the disrupted energy flows from the 2 . . _ .
ESonys Persian Gulf. The proposed route, which connects the interior of Saudi Arabia Ind,a M,ddle EGS-I- Europe Economlc
;::::ence Reports to the Arabian Sea on one side and the Mediterranean Sea on the other, has Corridor (I/V\ EC) has new Value as a
Hipks immense value as a conduit for West Asian oil, as well as global data flows.
i route for oil pipelines and data cables.

BY Amit Bhandar

Podcasts and Videos SENIOR FELLOW, ENERGY, INVESTMENT AND CONNECTIVITY

Facts

B East-West pipeline : [t can carry up to 7 B Other bypasses : [he Abu Dhabi
million barrels of oil a day to the Red Sea, Crude Ol Pipe/ine to Fujaimh on the
almost 70 per cent of Saudi Arabia's pre-war Qulf of Oman carries up to 1.5 million

PFOdUCﬁOH. barre/s a dOy

[] Supply lost : [he oil oufpuf of the UAE. Saudi Arabia. Kuwait, Iraol, [ran and Qatar has fallen by
I[-12 million barrels a day. [tis 1-12 per cent of pre-comflicf world producﬁon of over 100 million

barrels d day
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Analytical Crux

West Asia's oil leaves fhrough the Persian Gulf, with the Red Sea as the back—up. Both are confined
waters whose exits at Hormuz and Bab al-Mandeb can be disr‘upfed bg hostile or unstable actors.
The 2026 attacks on Saudi Arabia’s Red Sea route showed that the bac/(-up carries the same risk as
Hormuz. A route that bypasses both chokepoinfs would reduce this threat. The author sees one in
IMEC, reHvougH as a corridor of oil /oipelines and opﬁc fibre cables across Saudi Arabia to the
Mediterranean. [n its origina/ mi/—and—ship form IMEC had limited uﬁ/ifg, because trains cannot
match the scale of container ships. Saudi Arabia now has its own reasons to back the corridor. [ts
Mecca Accord parfners did not respond to the Houthi attacks, the United States has tied a civil
nuclear deal to normalisation with Israel. and direct access to the Mediterranean would cut the risk
to Saudi oil exporfs from Iran and its proxies. With these incentives, the [/MEC is a better prospecf
now than before. [ts northern /eg erough Haifa however, ties it to Saudi-Israeli relations, the issue

that stalled it c/uring the (aza war.

Verbatim Quotes

"The hits on the Saudis’ Red Sea oil infrastructure indicate that the
back-up route is vulnerable to the same factors that make the Strait

of Hormuz a risky highwag for enerqy. "
- Amit Bhandari
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The contrast at the UN

0Ox @Q

The Stat
Tuesday, 6 October, 2026 e a esman
Context
HOME INDIA WORLD BUSINESS SPORTS ENTERTAINMENT OPINION LAW LIFESTYLE DAINIK STATESMAN MORE* EPAPER *

At the UN General /‘\ssembltj in
Sepfember 2026, Pakistan's Prime
India and Pakistan have traditionally clashed on every stage, including the sports arena. An annual diplomatic clash /\/\iniS'I'er‘ Shehbaz Shar‘rf SPOI(e on
takes place at the UNGA.

Kashmir. the Indus Waters Treahj and
debt relief. while India spoke about its
role in the world: Harsha Kakar reads the

two speeches as a sfudy in contrasts.

nnnnnn

000

Facts

B Jaishankar : [ndia is underfaking 600 developmem‘

projecfs in 78 countries, in infrastructure, B Protests : Baloch and Pashtun
manufacfuring, agriculfure, [T and capacify bui/ding. activists profesfed outside the UN
India is also the first responder with medical supp/ies during Sharif's visit. as fhey do
and sulopomL for nations in conflict zones or facing every year.

endemic disease and natural disasters.

] Afghanisfon : At the UN, Pakistan accused /‘\fghanisfan, and not India, of sponsoring terrorism.
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Analytical Crux

The two speeches show two different ideas of what the UN CGieneral /‘\ssemblg is

for. Pakistan uses it to speak to its own pub/ic and army, and the same themes
return every year: Kashmir, aid and climate finance. This year it added the Indus
Waters Trem‘y, which no other nation raised and only Turkeyjoined it on Kashmir.
India’s main statement speaks to the wider world including the Global South, about
its c/eve/opmemL work and the working of 9/obal bodies. [t touches Pakistan on/y
ob/ique/g, as a serial pracﬁﬁoner of terrorism". The poinf—by-poinf rebuttal
inc/uding on Jammu and Kashmir, is left to a junior dip/omcﬁ using the rtgH of
rep/y. [ he contrast also reflects what each country brings to the world. Pakistan
asks for financial suppoﬁ In every address, and India describes the help it 9ives.

Verbatim Quotes

“India’s statement is aimed at 9Ioba/ audiences, while Pakistan p/ays

to its national ga//ery, Iarge/y because its P/V\ must praise its army

chief and army as fhey ensure his conﬁnuify."

- HO!"S”)G KGI(G!"
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India-China thaw faces major economic tests
9?!:!’ India | Karnataka | Premium | Opinion | World | Business | Sports | Video | Entert:

Politics > Bengaluru > Features > Health > Education > Technology > DH Brandspot

India-China thaw faces maj()r economic India and China are repairing ties

tests: Report damaged by the 2020 border clashes, and
There are other signs of warming relations since the two Asian giants last year e J. . ..
e to e thiiat ity Slandik Xi Jmpmg visited New Delhi in Sepfember

2026: even so. Manishi Ragchaudhuri uses

trade and manufacfuring data to show

Reuters

Last Updated : 05 October 2026, 06225 IS']

L}{_" Join Us

that India's economic dependence on China

remains deep and one-sided.

Facts
] Manufacfuring qap : As per the World B Trade deficit : [ndia imporfed 9oods worth
Bank, China's share of 9lobal value-added $116 billion more from China than it
manufacfuring was 28 per cent in 2025, exporfed in 2025. By /‘\ugusvL 2026 the
agcu'nsvL India’s 3 per cent. deficit had reached $49I billion.

[] Exporf rise : Indian expom‘s to China rose 40 per cent between /\pril and /‘\ugumL 2026. Industrial
machinery, automotive componenfs, primLed circuit boards. smarfphones and other electronics led

the rise.
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Analytical Crux

The thaw has improved relations between the two 9overnmen+s, but the economic
re/aﬁonsnip has not fundamenfa//y cnanged, because India's expomL 9row+n runs on
Chinese componenfs. Electronics, macninery and chemicals enter Indian factories as
intermediate goods. Each gain in Indian manufacfuring therefore deepens the dependence
it was meant to reduce, as the 18-20 per cent local content in smarfpnones shows. Part
of the weakness is India's own low R&D spending and a snom‘age of skilled workers.
Beying, for its pamL, /<eeps its most advanced +ecnno/ogy in EVs batteries solar enerqy
and electronics to itself. India’s cautious opening to Chinese capifa/, Hn"ougn minorny
stakes and Indidn—conﬁ"o//edjoimL ventures. is a bet that engagememL can build domestic
capabi/ify. Until India builds that capabi/ifg, the re/aﬁonsnip will sfay one-sided, and the

unresolved border will continue to cast a shadow over it.

Verbatim Quotes

"Long-sfanding trade dependence and sfrafegic mistrust will not be

addressed with handshakes and p/ane f/ignfs."
- Manishi Raycnaudnuri
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America’s new-age military populism takes shape

America’s new-age military populism takes shape

s the second Trump administration nears
A the midpoint of its term, ‘a rapidly

changing America’ appears to be a most
apt description. Internal and external
repositioning has cast the United States in a new
light, forcing recalibrations across countries and
regions. While Washington’s foreign policy shifts
and their repercussions have been the most
palpable external lens, consequential internal
changes are beginning to shake the old structures
of governance, security and finance. One of the
most noticeable, indeed momentous, changes is
the renaming of the Department of Defense
(DoD) as the Department of War (DoW) — its
original historical name. This exercise in
rechristening itself may be a microcosm
symbolising the Trump administration’s attempts
to redraw the arc of America. And Pete Hegseth,
the Secretary of War, is at the helm of that
endeavour.

The outline from Hegseth’s address

One of the administration’s fiercest attacks on its
predecessor was over diversity, equity and
inclusion (DEI) across programmes and
institutions. On September 30 this year, when Mr.
Hegseth delivered his ‘State of the Force address
at the Marine Corps Base Quantico, he led his
administration’s charge against those values,
spelling out his own in turn. He doubled down on
his 2025 speech to an assembly of admirals and
generals, which starkly outlined his motto of
“reviving the warrior ethos, rebuilding the
military, and re-establishing deterrence”.

A closer look at some of the initiatives and
changes that Mr. Hegseth emphasised reflects the
fast-changing nature of modern warfare and the
need for America, as indeed for any other
military, to reform quickly. The unveiling of a
four-star combatant command for autonomous
warfare (AutoWarCom) is geared towards
overhauling the procurement, testing and

2 R SRR SR = T o S ¥+ e B

Harsh V. Pant

Vice President,
Observer Research
Foundation (ORF),
New Delhi

Vivek Mishra

Deputy Director,
Strategic Studies
Programme at the
Observer Research
Foundation

America’s
military
transformation
under the

to place technological superiority vis-a-vis China
front and centre. Among the other steps
announced to overhaul the U.S. military is the
“Fortress America” project, intended to redesign
energy and cyber connectivity so that U.S. bases
become self-sufficient in both electricity grids and
cyber command. Towards realigning the
recruitment system, the Pentagon will now work
with five select universities to establish a new
corps of cadets. The absence of any Ivy League
institution is telling of the Trump administration’s
long war against elite educational institutions and
the values that new-age Republicans associate
with them.

Perhaps the most consequential move was Mr.
Hegseth’s announcement of a 20% cut in general
and flag officer positions across the armed forces
by January 1, 2027 — double the reduction he
announced in 2025. Mr. Hegseth's broad
definition of “redundant force structure”, which
he has used as a pretext to trim the military’s
senior ranks, now also extends to ending new
tenured appointments of civilian academics at
military service academies. Besides these
measures, the decision to establish an Office of
Religious Affairs (ORA), reporting directly to the
Secretary of War and providing religious support
and spiritual readiness, bears all the hallmarks of
Republican evangelical outreach writ large.

Drivers behind the overhaul

Behind the overhaul of the DoW lies a
convergence of competing drivers: populism,
rapid technological evolution, cultural revivalism,
assessments of comparative military might and
capability, and a race against time. Americans
view the changes differently on each metric. For
instance, while most see the decision to set up
the Autonomous Warfare Command as a
necessity, the removal of senior military ranks
has drawn flak — as a decapitation of the military
leadership from within. The departure of the

aftermath of Vietnam. The strategic challenge
before Washington today is therefore not simply
to expand military capacity, but to undertake the
next generation of reforms in defence
manufacturing, technology and innovation if it is
to retain its lead over China and simultaneously
contend with multiple adversaries across
different theatres.

Reform and strategic necessity

The problem is that the Trump administration’s
sense of urgency has too often conflated the
politics of populism with the imperatives of
military reform. In the process, the distinction
between political messaging and strategic
necessity-and, at times, between friend and
foe-has become blurred.

Mr. Hegseth’s rhetoric about creating forces
with “no fatties, no trannies, no beardos, no
weirdos”, alongside his proposal for mandatory
testosterone-deficiency testing in the annual
health screenings of personnel aged 30 years and
above, takes the notion of a “warrior ethos” into
territory that appears increasingly disconnected
from the demands of modern warfare. At a time
when technological superiority, automation,
artificial intelligence and precision systems are
reshaping the character of conflict, military
effectiveness cannot be reduced to an
increasingly narrow conception of physical
warriorhood.

Yet, it would be a mistake to allow the excesses
of this rhetoric to obscure the genuine
opportunities before the U.S.. President Trump’s
two terms have coincided with an extraordinary
acceleration in technological change, creating
both significant challenges and important
possibilities for American military power. The
re-establishment of the Space Command in 2019
was one such consequential step, while the more
recent announcement of AutoWarCom could, if
pursued seriously, have transformative

2 e ae e e s iy g

Facts

[] Renaming : The DeparfmemL of Defense (DOD)
has been renamed the Deparfmenf of War (Do\/\/).
On 30 Sepfember 2026, Pete Hegsefh gave his
State of the Force address at Marine Corps

Base Quantico.

As the second Trump administration nears
the midpoinf of its term. Harsh V. Pant
and Vivek Mishra examine how Secrefarg
of War Pete Hegse%h is overhau/ing the
renamed Depar‘fmemL of War, and arque
that the overhaul mixes real mi/ifary

reform with populisvL poliﬁcs.

B Hegseth's motto : “reviving the
warrior ethos. rebui/ding the
mi/h‘arg, and re-esfab/ishing

deterrence .

[] Prqjccf Meridian : Elon Musk, Palmer Luckey and Newt Gingrich wi//joinf/g lead a sfudy of
the future of warfare, due within 120 days. A keg aim is fechno/ogica/ superiorify over China.
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Analytical Crux

Hegsefh s overhau/joins two separafe projecfs. One is a needed adapfaﬁon to drones,
automation and artificial infel/igence. T'he other is a po/iﬁca//y driven campaign
c:gcu'nmL diversify programmes, elite universities and the senior ranks. The first, seen
in AutoWarCom and ProjemL Meridian. answers a real need. [he United States must
renew defence manufacfuring and fechnology fo /<eep its lead over China while facing
several adversaries at once. [ts narrow idea of physica/ warriorhood  is not a/igned
with the demands of modern warfare, and critics see the cut in senior ranks as a
decapifaﬁon of the mi/ifarg /eadership from within. [he authors ask: does it serve the
demands of future warfare, or the vocabu/ary of popu/ism? With the mi/ifarg erd

that began under Reagan coming to a close, fhey see the next round of reform as the

test of whether the United States keeps its lead over China.

Verbatim Quotes

‘For the world's most powerful military, the stakes are ultimately too

high for po/iﬁca/ theatre to substitute for sfmfegic c/arifg."
- Harsh V. Pant and Vivek Mishra
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From India to Global South, a Gujarat water-governance model

From India to Global South,
a Gujarat water-governance model

Vs Al

PARAMESWARAN IYER, NITIN
BASSI AND DANIEL W SMITH

EW DELHI recently hosted
the ninth edition of the India
International Water Week
underthetheme of climate-re
silient water management.
The talk focused as much on what India has
achieved inthe last decade ason what comes
next — keeping water supply sustainable,
using water more efficiently, and treating
used water as both an environmental and
CCONomIC resource
India’s influence in the global water sec
tor has grown substantially. From a country
exposed to frequent climate shocks and ac
cesschallenges toone now preparing for cli
mate extremes such as floods and droughts,
itoffers lessons for other countries in the Glo
bal South. Over the past decade or so, India
has designed and implemented some of the
world’s largest programmes to improve
water governance, rejuvenate rivers, in-
crease access to water and sanitation, and
enable community-driven water conserva
tion, protection, and augmentation. And if
we pause and take a step back in time, it is
important toacknowledge the leadership of
then Gujarat Chief Minister NarendraModi's
initiatives between 2001 and 2014, a period
that served asalaboratorv for the water gov

Mission, Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM), Jal Shakti
Abhiyan, Namami Gar Atal Bhujal Yo
jana(ABY), Per Drop More Crop (PDMC). etc

This 25-year journey is documented in
our new case study, ‘From Gujarat to India:
Water Lessons for the World', which traces
water governance reforms in Gujarat and
India from 200110 2026. Drawing on official
data, policy and programme records, the lit-
erature and consultations with practitioners,
thestudy examines how political leadership
and prioritisation, public financing. institu
tional reform, administrative implementa
tion and community engagement came to-
gether to strengthen water security at scale
Its central finding is that water security isas
much a challenge of governance and insti
tutions as it is of engineering — and that the
Gujarat experience offers a useful lens for
understanding the subsequent national
journey and its relevance tothe Global South

The case study distils four key lessons
which, if studied and contextualised appro-
priately, can prove effective in the coming
years and inform water governance inother
countries in the Global South: Lead with gov
ernance, manage the resource and the ser
vice together, root action in communities
and build for scale from the stant

Lead withgovernance, not only hardware:
Political will and institutional strengthening.
rather than infrastructure alone, are core to
watersecurity. India has developed a frame
work for putting them into action at scale,
called the "4 Ps”, which were articulated by
PM Modi and UN Secretary-Gen
eral Antonio Guterres through the
Delhi Declaration in October 2018,
he firstis political leadership that
prioritises water. reflected in init-

Water access gains momentum
in communities equipped with

effective local water

ment, and communication campaigns that
keep water topofthe mind, such as Jal Shaku
Abhiyan: Catch the Rain. Second, enabling
public (and private) financing forthe capital
and recurring costs of water governance.
Third, developing partnerships between na-
tional, state, and local governments; com
munity-based organisations, and national
and international knowledge organisations,
including multilateral development banks
like the World Bank. Fourth, ensuring
people’s participation in local water decision
making and management, such ascommu
nities resolving to make their villages open-
defecation free or preparing village-level
water security plans, The “4 Ps" are worth
emulating in any other context orgeography
Manage the water resource and the ser
vice together: Taps and canals will fail if water
does not flow. Addressing both water re
sources development and service sustain-
ability simultaneously and at scale is para-
mount. Many cities in Africa are growing at
arapid rate, and industrial and irrigation de
mand will follow, so planning resources and
services together now is cheaper than retro
fitting later. As India’s experience in recent
decadesshows, getting ahead of the coming
surge inwaterdemand with linked water re
sources and services plans would help coun
tries gain from these economic shifts with
lower risk for water insecurity. A key part of
getting ahead of this surge is being forward
thinking on water reuse, especially for non
potable uses, including planned data centres
and semiconductor fabrication
units. In India alone, the annual
market revenue from the sale of
treated used water is projected to
reach around Rs 73.000 crore by

B National missions : Swachh Bharat
ission, Jal Jeevan Mission (JJ/V\), Jal

hakti /‘\bhtyan, Namami Gange, Atal

huja/ ch'ana (/\By) and Per Drop More

rop (PDMC).

mentum in communities equipped with ef
fective local water governance institutions
such as India’s Pani Samitis, infrastructure
that consistently delivers a high-quality ser
vice, and abalance of internal resources and
external support. This has been demon
strated through numerous water conserva
tion, harvesting, and recharge programmes,
There is a governance linkage across scales
to achieve this. As demonstrated in Gujarat
during 2001-2014, the Chintan Shivirs helped
prioritise water governance among key
stakeholders and formulate actionable sol
utions to design water-related policies
aligned with community expectations. A
similar approach was replicated at the na
tional level. The recent Departmental Sum
miton Water onganised by the Ministry of Jal
Shakti and addressed by the PM in Septem
ber 2026 is an example.

Goingbigandscalingup: The world is off
trackon SDG 6toensure safe drinking water
and sanitation for all, and to sustainably
manage water resources, used water, and
ecosystems by 2030, Estimates suggest an
additional $500 billion in annual investment
is required. To meet the scale of water gov
emance reforms, infrastructure installation,
data collection, and maintenance required
for SDG 6, governments and their leaders
cannot afford to slow down. Implementation
of UMacross the country demonstrates that
Indiacanboththinkbigand implementbig
I'he global community can learn from politi
cal leadership at the highest level in India
about the will, the financing and the institu
tionstodoit at scale

Iyer is a former secretary to the Government of

India at the Ministry of Jal Shakti: Bas

Facts

After the ninth India International
Water Week in New Delhi the authors
of a new case sfudg trace how Gujamf's
water reforms of 200/-201% became the
base of India’s national water missions
after 2014 and draw four lessons for
other countries of the Global South.

The "% Ps”™

Declaration

from the Delhi
of October 2018 :
olitical /eadership, pub/ic (and privafe)

inancing, parfnerships and peop/e s

arﬁcipaﬁon.

B Four lessons : [ ead with governance, manage the resource and the service +oge+her, root

action in communities and build for scale from the start.
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Analytical Crux

['he authors central claim is that water security depends on governance as
much as on engineering. Political /eadership, finance, parfnerships and
communify parﬁcipaﬁon have to come with the pipes and canals, and the
water source has to be managed a/ong with the service. Gt{jamf between
200! and 2014 tested this mix, and the national missions after 2014 scaled
it up. For fasf—growing economies, especia//y in Africa the lesson is to p/an
water sources and water services 7Loge+her and to treat used water as an
economic resource from the start. With the world off track on SDG 6

India’s case as a source of lessons rests on imp/emenfaﬂon at scale, and the

authors offer the Jal Jeevan Mission as the proof.

Verbatim Quotes

‘Political will and institutional strengthening, rather than

infrastructure alone, are core to water securify."

- Parameswaran Iger, Nitin Bassi and Daniel W. Smith
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UPSC LINK

* PSIR Paper II, 2026: India has recognised that West Asia is not a
single contest, but a tangle of rivalries, bargains and anxieties.
Comment.

» PSIR Paper II, 2026: Does power transition theory reflect the
dynamics of US-China relations?

* PSIR Paper II, 2025: Would you agree with the contention that
India’s inclination to lean on a ‘more aggressive hyper-realist posture
has gained a new momentum in the aftermath of the Pahalgam
terrorist strike? Comment.

b

* GS Paper III, 2025: Examine the factors responsible for depleting
groundwater in India. What are the steps taken by the government to
mitigate such depletion of groundwater?

* GS Paper 11, 2024: ‘Terrorism has become a significant threat to
global peace and security.” Evaluate the effectiveness of the United
Nations Security Council’s Counter Terrorism Committee (CTC) and
its associated bodies in addressing and mitigating this threat at the
international level.

* GS Paper 11, 2024: ‘The West is fostering India as an alternative to
reduce dependence on China’s supply chain and as a strategic ally to
counter China’s political and economic dominance.’ Explain this
statement with examples.
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