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New life for IMEC

Context

With the U.S.–Iran war disrupting oil
flows through the Strait of Hormuz, and
Houthi and drone attacks now hitting
Saudi Arabia’s Red Sea back-up route,
Amit Bhandari argues that the stalled
India-Middle East-Europe Economic
Corridor (IMEC) has new value as a
route for oil pipelines and data cables.

Facts

East-West pipeline : It can carry up to 7
million barrels of oil a day to the Red Sea,
almost 70 per cent of Saudi Arabia’s pre-war
production.

Other bypasses : The Abu Dhabi
Crude Oil Pipeline to Fujairah on the
Gulf of Oman carries up to 1.5 million
barrels a day.

Supply lost : The oil output of the UAE, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Iraq, Iran and Qatar has fallen by
11–12 million barrels a day. It is 11–12 per cent of pre-conflict world production of over 100 million
barrels a day.
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Analytical Crux

West Asia’s oil leaves through the Persian Gulf, with the Red Sea as the back-up. Both are confined
waters whose exits at Hormuz and Bab al-Mandeb can be disrupted by hostile or unstable actors.
The 2026 attacks on Saudi Arabia’s Red Sea route showed that the back-up carries the same risk as
Hormuz. A route that bypasses both chokepoints would reduce this threat. The author sees one in
IMEC, rethought as a corridor of oil pipelines and optic fibre cables across Saudi Arabia to the
Mediterranean. In its original rail-and-ship form IMEC had limited utility, because trains cannot
match the scale of container ships. Saudi Arabia now has its own reasons to back the corridor. Its
Mecca Accord partners did not respond to the Houthi attacks, the United States has tied a civil
nuclear deal to normalisation with Israel, and direct access to the Mediterranean would cut the risk
to Saudi oil exports from Iran and its proxies. With these incentives, the IMEC is a better prospect
now than before. Its northern leg through Haifa, however, ties it to Saudi-Israeli relations, the issue
that stalled it during the Gaza war.

Verbatim Quotes

“The hits on the Saudis’ Red Sea oil infrastructure indicate that the
back-up route is vulnerable to the same factors that make the Strait
of Hormuz a risky highway for energy.”

– Amit Bhandari
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The contrast at the UN

Context

At the UN General Assembly in
September 2026, Pakistan’s Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif spoke on
Kashmir, the Indus Waters Treaty and
debt relief, while India spoke about its
role in the world; Harsha Kakar reads the
two speeches as a study in contrasts.

Facts

Jaishankar : India is undertaking 600 development
projects in 78 countries, in infrastructure,
manufacturing, agriculture, IT and capacity building.
India is also the first responder with medical supplies
and support for nations in conflict zones or facing
endemic disease and natural disasters.

Protests : Baloch and Pashtun
activists protested outside the UN
during Sharif’s visit, as they do
every year.

Afghanistan : At the UN, Pakistan accused Afghanistan, and not India, of sponsoring terrorism.
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Analytical Crux

The two speeches show two different ideas of what the UN General Assembly is
for. Pakistan uses it to speak to its own public and army, and the same themes
return every year: Kashmir, aid and climate finance. This year it added the Indus
Waters Treaty, which no other nation raised, and only Turkey joined it on Kashmir.
India’s main statement speaks to the wider world, including the Global South, about
its development work and the working of global bodies. It touches Pakistan only
obliquely, as “a serial practitioner of terrorism”. The point-by-point rebuttal,
including on Jammu and Kashmir, is left to a junior diplomat using the right of
reply. The contrast also reflects what each country brings to the world. Pakistan
asks for financial support in every address, and India describes the help it gives.

Verbatim Quotes

“India’s statement is aimed at global audiences, while Pakistan plays
to its national gallery, largely because its PM must praise its army
chief and army as they ensure his continuity.”

– Harsha Kakar
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India-China thaw faces major economic tests

Context

India and China are repairing ties
damaged by the 2020 border clashes, and
Xi Jinping visited New Delhi in September
2026; even so, Manishi Raychaudhuri uses
trade and manufacturing data to show
that India’s economic dependence on China
remains deep and one-sided.

Facts

Manufacturing gap : As per the World
Bank, China’s share of global value-added
manufacturing was 28 per cent in 2025,
against India’s 3 per cent.

Trade deficit : India imported goods worth
$116 billion more from China than it
exported in 2025. By August 2026 the
deficit had reached $91 billion.

Export rise : Indian exports to China rose 40 per cent between April and August 2026. Industrial
machinery, automotive components, printed circuit boards, smartphones and other electronics led
the rise.
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Analytical Crux

The thaw has improved relations between the two governments, but the economic
relationship has not fundamentally changed, because India’s export growth runs on
Chinese components. Electronics, machinery and chemicals enter Indian factories as
intermediate goods. Each gain in Indian manufacturing therefore deepens the dependence
it was meant to reduce, as the 18–20 per cent local content in smartphones shows. Part
of the weakness is India’s own low R&D spending and a shortage of skilled workers.
Beijing, for its part, keeps its most advanced technology in EVs, batteries, solar energy
and electronics to itself. India’s cautious opening to Chinese capital, through minority
stakes and Indian-controlled joint ventures, is a bet that engagement can build domestic
capability. Until India builds that capability, the relationship will stay one-sided, and the
unresolved border will continue to cast a shadow over it.

Verbatim Quotes

“Long-standing trade dependence and strategic mistrust will not be
addressed with handshakes and plane flights.”

– Manishi Raychaudhuri
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America’s new-age military populism takes shape

Context

As the second Trump administration nears
the midpoint of its term, Harsh V. Pant
and Vivek Mishra examine how Secretary
of War Pete Hegseth is overhauling the
renamed Department of War, and argue
that the overhaul mixes real military
reform with populist politics.

Facts

Renaming : The Department of Defense (DoD)
has been renamed the Department of War (DoW).
On 30 September 2026, Pete Hegseth gave his
‘State of the Force’ address at Marine Corps
Base Quantico.

Hegseth’s motto : “reviving the
warrior ethos, rebuilding the
military, and re-establishing
deterrence”.

Project Meridian : Elon Musk, Palmer Luckey and Newt Gingrich will jointly lead a study of
the future of warfare, due within 120 days. A key aim is technological superiority over China.
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Analytical Crux

Hegseth’s overhaul joins two separate projects. One is a needed adaptation to drones,
automation and artificial intelligence. The other is a politically driven campaign
against diversity programmes, elite universities and the senior ranks. The first, seen
in AutoWarCom and Project Meridian, answers a real need. The United States must
renew defence manufacturing and technology to keep its lead over China while facing
several adversaries at once. Its narrow idea of physical ‘warriorhood’ is not aligned
with the demands of modern warfare, and critics see the cut in senior ranks as a
decapitation of the military leadership from within. The authors ask: does it serve the
demands of future warfare, or the vocabulary of populism? With the military era
that began under Reagan coming to a close, they see the next round of reform as the
test of whether the United States keeps its lead over China.

Verbatim Quotes

“For the world’s most powerful military, the stakes are ultimately too
high for political theatre to substitute for strategic clarity.”

– Harsh V. Pant and Vivek Mishra

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS



From India to Global South, a Gujarat water-governance model

Context

After the ninth India International
Water Week in New Delhi, the authors
of a new case study trace how Gujarat’s
water reforms of 2001–2014 became the
base of India’s national water missions
after 2014, and draw four lessons for
other countries of the Global South.

Facts

National missions : Swachh Bharat
Mission, Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM), Jal
Shakti Abhiyan, Namami Gange, Atal
Bhujal Yojana (ABY) and Per Drop More
Crop (PDMC).

The “4 Ps” from the Delhi
Declaration of October 2018 :
Political leadership, public (and private)
financing, partnerships and people’s
participation.

Four lessons : Lead with governance, manage the resource and the service together, root
action in communities and build for scale from the start.
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Analytical Crux

The authors’ central claim is that water security depends on governance as
much as on engineering. Political leadership, finance, partnerships and
community participation have to come with the pipes and canals, and the
water source has to be managed along with the service. Gujarat between
2001 and 2014 tested this mix, and the national missions after 2014 scaled
it up. For fast-growing economies, especially in Africa, the lesson is to plan
water sources and water services together and to treat used water as an
economic resource from the start. With the world off track on SDG 6,
India’s case as a source of lessons rests on implementation at scale, and the
authors offer the Jal Jeevan Mission as the proof.

Verbatim Quotes

“Political will and institutional strengthening, rather than
infrastructure alone, are core to water security.”

– Parameswaran Iyer, Nitin Bassi and Daniel W. Smith
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UPSC LINK

• PSIR Paper II, 2026: India has recognised that West Asia is not a
single contest, but a tangle of rivalries, bargains and anxieties.
Comment.

• PSIR Paper II, 2026: Does power transition theory reflect the
dynamics of US-China relations?

• PSIR Paper II, 2025: Would you agree with the contention that
India’s inclination to lean on a ‘more aggressive hyper-realist posture’
has gained a new momentum in the aftermath of the Pahalgam
terrorist strike? Comment.

• GS Paper III, 2025: Examine the factors responsible for depleting
groundwater in India. What are the steps taken by the government to
mitigate such depletion of groundwater?

• GS Paper II, 2024: ‘Terrorism has become a significant threat to
global peace and security.’ Evaluate the effectiveness of the United
Nations Security Council’s Counter Terrorism Committee (CTC) and
its associated bodies in addressing and mitigating this threat at the
international level.

• GS Paper II, 2024: ‘The West is fostering India as an alternative to
reduce dependence on China’s supply chain and as a strategic ally to
counter China’s political and economic dominance.’ Explain this
statement with examples.

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS










