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War has reached India’s shores,
strategic silence isn't an option
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The war has an
impact across
the world.
Inflation and
slowdown of
the global
economy will
impact
everyone

HE US and Israel launched a

joint military strike on Iran

with the explicit aim of en-

abling regime change and tak-

ing control of hydrocarbon re-
sources through a hand-picked ruler. The
larger aim is to obtain a hegemonic in-
fluence in West Asia. Though the US has
succeeded in eliminating Tehran's top
political and military leadership, achieving
its political objectives remains aselusive as
ever. The regime endures and resistance
persists. Apparently, the US is getting en-
snared in a prolonged military conflict in
West Asia. A hasty retreat will not serve its
purpose, while a protracted engagement
will entail high political and military costs.

Americaand Israel intervened because
Iran appeared most vulnerable now. Inter-
nally, protests were brewing, while external
networks were debilitated. Tehran’s key se-
curity ally, Moscow, is helpless because of
its war with Ukraine; Beijing will not sacri-
fice its commercial interests with Washing-
ton; Hamas, Hezbollah and Houthis have
been decimated; and for the Global South,
Iran is not indispensable. In aworld where
the leading powers prefer neutrality and
strategic silence, the hegemon is writing
the new rules of the game.

Iran was the lone roadblock to a long-
cherished American goal of controlling
West Asia. Other states in the region are
feeble, compromised, and have outsourced
their security to the US. Washington be-
lieves that the fall of the Iranian regime
would make it the region’s sole arbiter. It
canstop Russiaand China from expanding
their influence in the region, and control
the flow of oil and gas to other countries.
However, it is more likely that the collapse
of the regime, though not imminent, will
unleash forces beyond anyone’s control. It
will give rise to radical, extremist and se-
cessionist forces, as witnessed in Afghan-
istan, Iraq and Syria. The terrorist group Is-
lamic State emerged due to political
instability and chaos in Iraq. In Afghanis-
tan, the US spent nearly $2.3 trillion and re-
mained engaged for 20 years, yet the Tali-
ban came back to power. In Syria, Trump
recognised a former terrorist leader as the
legitimate ruler. The records of US inter-
ventions in the region are disappointing
and that is the reason nearly 60 per cent of

American voters disapprove of Trump’s
military action in Iran.

The joint military attack was launched
onthe pretext of curbing Iran's nuclear ca-
pacity. But this was nothing but a decep-
tion. Iran was cooperating in the Nuclear
Deal finalised during the Obama Adminis-
tration in 2015. The Trump administration
arbitrarily withdrew from it in 2018. Even
at the recent Geneva negotiations of Feb-
ruary 2026, Iran had agreed to halt ura-
nium enrichment. The negotiating parties
reported significant progress. But the US-
Israel launched aerial strikes on Iran, killing
the Supreme Leader Ayatollah Khamenei
and others.

In retaliation, Iran launched aerial
strikes on Americanbasesinasmany as 12
countries. Its strategy is to widen the con-
flict to overstretch US resources and in-
crease the economic and political costs for
American allies. As an extension of this
strategy, Tehran has blocked the Strait of
Hormuz, disrupting oil and gas supplies.
The Brent crude oil price has reached $90
a barrel from the pre-war price of $65, and
the gas price has also risen considerably.
Therefore, the war has an impact across the
world. Inflation and slowdown of the global
economy will impact everyone.

The war reached the Indian shore when
an Iranian warship, IRIS Dena, was sunk by
aUSsubmarine near Sri Lanka’s coast. The
ship was returning after participationinan
Indian naval exercise. Many strategic
thinkers believe that the US disregarded In-
dia’s concerns, and urged the government
to lodge a diplomatic protest.

For New Delhi, the immediate concerns
are ensuring the safe return of its people
stuckin the region and securing an unhin-
dered supply of oil, gas and fertiliser. How-
ever, as along-term strategy, it should con-
sider developing mechanisms to facilitate
dialogue and cessation of conflictin collab-
oration with BRICS and other European
countries. Strategic silence may not be an
effective strategy for wars in the neighbour-
hood. India’s policy of multi-alignment will
acquire a new philosophy if it engages pro-
actively in facilitating the resolution of
multiple conflicts the world over.

The writer is professor, School of International
Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, Delhi
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The new Canada-India economic alignment emerges

concluded a landmark visit to India a week

ago (February 27 to March 2, 2026), one
that began with direct dialogue with India’s
business leaders in the financial capital of
Mumbai and then shifted to the policy corridors
of New Delhi with Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
The visit was not symbolic. It was commercial. It
was forward-looking. It was anchored in the
recognition that India’s growth story is one of the
defining economic realities of our time.

For too long, the Canada-India relationship
was defined by episodic tensions and reactive
diplomacy. With this visit, political will has been
re-established at the highest levels and
commercial doors have been opened. But
opportunities, however promising, do not
convert themselves into jobs, exports, or
investment, That will require sustained
engagement on both sides.

Big two-way opportunities exist for Canadian
and Indian firms. One of the most consequential
moments of this visit was the formal signing of
the Terms of Reference, which officially
relaunched Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement (CEPA) negotiations. Both
governments have committed to finalising this
ambitious agreement by the end of the year and
subsequently doubling bilateral trade to $70
billion by 2030.

This matters for Indian business: a CEPA would
reduce barriers for Indian exporters, create
clearer rules for Indian investors in Canada, and
expand access in sectors that range from
technology to pharmaceuticals. It would also give
Indian firms a stronger platform into North
America through a predictable, rules-based
economy. Nevertheless, signing the Terms of
Reference is only the starting point, not the finish

C anada’s Prime Minister Mark Carney

Victor Thomas

of the Canada-India
Business Council

A reset in
Canada-India
ties is being
driven by
economic
opportunity
and ambition

is President and CEO

line. Trade agreements create frameworks but do
not automatically generate market share. This
new political alignment has established ideal
conditions for companies on both sides to form
partnerships, invest capital and build joint
ventures. Already, it is clear what is possible.

Energy, minerals synergy, other areas

The historic, Canadian $2.6-billion, nine-year
uranium supply agreement between the
Government of India and Cameco demonstrates
the level of trust that underpins strategic
cooperation. Nuclear energy requires regulatory
confidence and long-term commitment,
demonstrating that when political leadership
aligns with commercial readiness, transformative
agreements follow.

Energy and critical minerals remain clear areas
of complementarity. Canada is a ready supplier of
responsibly produced oil and gas, uranium for
clean baseload power, and critical minerals
essential for electric vehicles and advanced
manufacturing. India’s scale and demand provide
long-term market certainty.

At the same time, there is a significant
opportunity for Indian companies to expand
their footprint in Canada.

India’s technology sector is globally
competitive, with firms such as HCL Technologies
recently announcing investments in Canada’s
innovation ecosystem. Canada offers North
American market access, deep Artificial
Intelligence (Al) research clusters, stable
regulations, and clean energy, making it a natural
partner.

In financial services, long-standing joint
ventures, such as Sun Life-Aditya Birla, show that
cross-border collaboration succeeds when both
sides commit long-term. Agriculture presents

another opening. Canada's agri-food exporters
can help complement India’s food security and
sustainability needs.

There is also an enormous opportunity for
Canadian institutional investors and pension
funds - which have now invested over Canadian
$100 billion in India’s infrastructure and real
estate development - to further explore venture
and public equity offerings. Already, Fairfax Indiaj
has committed to India’s long-term development
through significant investment in Bengaluru
airport, and Brookfield from telecom towers to
renewable energy projects. India’s urbanisation,
logistics corridors, renewable energy build-out,
and industrial parks require consistent capital.
Canada can provide it. Conversely, Indian
infrastructure and technology firms will find
opportunities in Canada’s digital infrastructure
sectors, clean energy, and advanced
manufacturing.

The next phase
Mr. Carney has also extended an invitation to Mr.
Modi to visit Canada, an important signal that thid
renewed partnership is intended to be sustained
and reciprocal. A new window of opportunity haj
opened. India has trade deals with trusted allies
such as Australia, the United Kingdom, New
Zealand, the European Union, and the United
States. Canada continues to diversify its economid
partnerships amid geopolitical uncertainty.
Closer alignment with India is complementary
and strategic in today's geopolitical environment.
This is a defining moment for Canada and
India’s joint economic futures. It is an opening
shaped by a changing world and renewed
political resolve. Companies have an opportunity
to seize the momentum with action, ambition,
and conviction.
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In a significant decision with a major implication for India’s overall approach to national security the Ministry of Home Affairs, strengthened its ‘zero tolerance policy’ ) ~ =

against terrorism by unveiling ‘PRAHAAR’ (Policy for Response Against Hostile Activities and Radicalism). It is India’s first comprehensive national counter terrorism policy O V a V\ VV\ WI: d,U) YW\ M\Iﬁ,{

and strategy envisioning a ‘whole — of government’ approach to dismantle terror ecosystem. Prahaar literally means a thunderbolt strike against terrorism. It is the first

policy document released by the largest democracy on the planet in its 77 years of existence and evolving continuous battle against the menace of terrorism in all its

manifestations.w The strategy reflects the mature evolved policy orientation emphasizing on targeting technological threats like misuse of drones, crypto wallets, dark web O'% *& e, tw O A w S d At&/\/\ ,

and encrypted message for terror funding and recruitment. It further prioratises security of critical infrastructure and comes heavily on disruption of terror networks by
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research, critical thinking, and enhances interdisciplinary understanding. It provides
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PSIR OPTIONAL FOUNDATION

The program focuses on Comprehensive coverage of the topic
mentioned in PSIR Syllabus supplemented with regular handouts.
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PSIR DYNAMICS

The program focuses on Current-Relevant dedicated classes covering
hational and international developments, integrated with PSIR syllabus.
Upcoming Batch: 22nd June, 2026

O-AWFG (ANSWER WRITING FOCUS GROUP)

The answer writing program creates discipline and enhances skills. It
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Upcoming Batch: 9th June, 2026
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ATS sharpens structure, presentation, and depth converting effort into
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of the subject.
Upcoming Batch : 20th April, 2026
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