
Global cost of instability in the straight of Hormuz - ORF

Israel , the US and a war to build unipolar west asia 
- The Hindu

Our stakes are high in west asia - The Hindu

Rethinking Multilateralism in the age of contestation 
- ORF
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Context

Facts

Theoretical lens + Verbatim Quotes

Article - 1

February 21......

a deal was within

reach .
The next day , the

U . S. and Israel began
bombing Iran. Isnael

called it "a pre-

emptive "war.

⑧ 12-day was in June 2025 .

⑧ Iran
, ring-fenced by

"because
,
as Henry Kissinger tall mountains and

would agree , the guerrilla wins roughly To times bigger
if he does not lose. " than Israel .
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Analytical Crux

Iran is the last revisionist power standing ; if the Islamic

Republic is taken down , the regional balance of power
would shift , setting the stage for a unipolar West
Asia , with Israel , fully backed by washington , at its
centre.

Israel alone cannot bring about regime change ; typically,
regime changes are achieved through a ground invasions
even then it is not guaranteed.

There is a vast gap between the conventional strength

of the U .
S. .-Israel alliance and that of Ian , yet

conventional superiority alone does not guarantee victory.
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Article - 2

The was ignited
by the missile strike on
Tehran on February 20 ,
has shattered a fragile
regional order.

* The Nuclear Non-Proliferation

Treaty deems enrichment
below 20 % permissible.

· straight of Hormuz , through
"Any future outcome risks being which nearly a third of
marinated in blood freds rather world's seaborne oil passes,
than Statesmanship. " -Tharoor. is controlled by Iran.
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Analytical Crux

war for regime change inspired by a desire to create
a unipolar West Asia.

when a regime feels survival is at stake, the
distinction between state and citizen becomes

blurred .

For India
,
the

stakes are

high . West Asia

has always been
India's closest

strategic
neighborhood.
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Analytical Crux

Article - 3

·

Multilateralism

is not collapsing ; it
contested ."is being

· Emerging market and

developing economies now
account for about 61 %

of world GDP in

purchasing-power terms.

"Competitive I contested multilatualism" ⑧ Africa-1 . 4 billion people
"Multilateralism after hegemony has & 55 states , still has
to be built to operate under no permanent seat in
contestation & not assume consensus"

UNSC.
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Analytical Crux
Multilateralism must "operate under contestation

and not assume consensus" ; the aim is

"guardrails' not
'

harmony'

A workable multilateralism has to "increase

legitimacy , preserve functionality , and lower the

temperature of rivalry.

Cooperation shifts to "smaller , issue-specific modules,

plunilateral agreements ,
technical coalitions",

risking exclusive clubs
that fragment the wider

system .



Context
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Article - 4

A fulcrum of

geopolitical risk and

economic disruption
in the early months

of 2026 .

* On 2 March 2026
,
Inan's

Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps declared

shipping .
the waterway effectively closed to commercial
· Roughly 20 % of the world's crude oil & a substantial

share of liquefied natural gas transit daily.
* Almost half of country's monthly oil imports pass through
the straight of Hormuz.
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Analytical Crux
·

Geopolitical riskI logistical paralysis" ; near
collapse of normal shipping flows , halting bookings
and insurers withdrawing coverage.

Hormuz as "systemic rick to global energy security" ;
Increased risk pricing and

freight casts and living insurance
premiums .

India's exposure and advisories+

wider importer vulnerability :

·

chokepoint risk translates into

actual economic vulnerability.
"




