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Context

Facts

Article - 1: Gulf’s geopolitical predicament cannot be solved.

This article discusses the

deep seated geopolitical imbalance

in the Persian Gulf , where the

sheer size & ambition of Iran

(Persial naturally dwarf its

smaller Arab neighbors (the

Gcc )
.

The 1971 shift : Iran seizedDemographic Asymmetry : Iran's

population of 90 million significantly islands of Abu Musa & Tumbs

<outweighs the 27 million citizens Y from UAE immediately
of the acc states combined. following British withdrawal.

Historical Security Arbiter : Before The Iraq Paradox : The acc

1971
,
Great Britain (operating supported Saddam's Iraq as

←from subcontinent) acted as & a "Shield" against Iran ,
the primary stabilizes in Gulf. while Iraq invaded Kuwait.



Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

In simple terms , the "Gulf Problem" is a math problem that

doesn't add up. Iran is a large , unified power with a long

history of wanting to lead the region , whether under a king
or a cleric . Its neighbors are smaller , divided kingdoms that

cannot defend themselves alone . Because they can't balance
Iran themselves

, they "outsource" their security to the US.

This makes the region's safety dependent on whoever is in the

White House. The article suggests that while "parces" in

fighting are good , a permanent peace is unlikely because
the fundamental gap in power between the two sides of
the Gulf is too wide to bridge.

"It is hard to square the circle of power asymmetry
between Fran and its Arab neighbours that lies at the root

of Gulf insecurity ."

"The Islamic Republic did not invent Iranian assertiveness-
it inherited it from the shah and intensified it ."

"The Gulf's geopolitical predicament is not one that can be

solved . It can only be managed with a great deal of luck ?
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Article - 2: China is squeezing Southeast Asia

This article examines the

complex & increasingly strained economic

relationship between China & Southeast

Asia. The "second China" shock is now

causing trade deficits to balloon &

local industries to struggle.

In 2024
,
the ASEAN trade deficit Southeast Asia's contribution to

with Beijing reached roughly global manufacturing value-

「$ 140 billion
, leap from just Y added has remained stagnant

over $10 billion in 2010. at 5% for a decade.

/

As of 2025 , ASEAN placed countermeasures on less than

7 % of subsidized Chinese exports , compared to 12-15 %

by 67 nations.
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Traditional "Flying Geese" model of development-where a
lead economy (China) passes maturing industries down

to its neighbore-has broken . Instead of a ladder to

growth , Southeast Asia faces a "second China shock"

characterized by a massive trade deficity "flightless"
industries . This is happening because China is using
automation & subsidies to keep even low-end manufacturing
at home

,
while ensuring that high-tech investments in

ASEAN remain self-contained , using Chinese parts and labor

rather than local ones . Consequently , the region is

becoming a mere assembly byway for Chinese goods , problem
worsened by local "patronage networks" and weak

regulations that prioritize short-term Chinese Capital
over long-term national industrialization .

"China's economic gravity is suffocating the very
economies it has promised to lift .

"

"Southeast Asia is merely a byway for China
to ship its goods elsewhere .

"



Context

Facts

Article - 3 : US - Iran crisis & global energy geopolitics

The ongoing conflict between

us & Iran has rapidly expanded
from a limited military operation
into a wider struggle impacting
global energy systems. The closure

of the Strait of Hormuz has

turned the conflict into a global
economic concern .

⑨⑧ The Strait of Hormuz carries The conflict has expanded to

~20 % of global oil & LNA include critical infrastructure

flows, making it world's such as ports , desalination

most critical energy lane. plants and airports.

⑨⑧ Iran has used asymmetric Major energy hubs like South

tactics like tanker inter- Pars (Iran) and Ras Laffan
dictions & GPS disruption to (Qatas) have been directly
raise global costs. targeted .



Analytical Crux
Ve

rb
at

im
 Q

uo
te

s
The article argues that modern wass are no longer limited

to military battles but increasingly target economic

systems , especially energy networks . In this case , Iran is

leveraging its geographic advantage over the strait of
Hormuz to disrupt global energy supply , while its
adversaries are targeting key energy infrastructure.This
shows how deeply interconnected the global economy is

regional conflicts can quickly trigger worldwide economic

shocks . It also highlights a shift toward asymmetric
warfare and economic coercion , leading to a more
unstable and fragmented global order.

·

"When military objectives collide with structural economic

dependencies , conflicts rarely remain confined to their

original intent ."

"The distinction between civilian and military assets

is increasingly stunned .

"

↳

Energy is both the instrument and the battleground
'

of power .




