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Article - 1: Diversification as India’s Geo-economic cushion in a volatile oil order
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Diversification has not reduced India’s exposure to global oil
shocks, but it has reduced the risk that any single chokepoint or Author
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Analytical Crux
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Article - 2 : Treading transboundary waters
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South Asia is home to some of the most expansive and complex river systems in the world. These river

Treading Transboundary Waters: India and its Neighbours

systems — the Ganges, Indus, and Brahmaputra — transcend the boundaries of modern nation-states,

. [ 1.4
cutting across the borders of the Indian subcontinent and China. There is also a long history of & ob t;w S ‘\J t C t\ >
infrastructural development along these rivers, often embedded in the post-colonial state-building narratives / E ' ‘ - !
in South Asia. These rivers are an inseparable part of the region’s rich cultural, ecological, and geopolitical

fabric and are governed by various formal and informal international and internal arrangements.
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India manages its transboundary rivers through formal bilateral arrangements shaped by a long history of tA wtl M ) wh".PL wtl Ma IhAJ a ’-S wdb\ -

coexisting conflict and cooperation. These agreements, treaties, and protocols were mostly instituted in the
latter half of the twentieth century. The recent triggers — the ‘abeyance’ of the Indus Water Treaty by India,
China’s proposed mega dam on Yarlung Tsangpo (Brahmaputra), and the approaching expiry of the Ganga

[ — -
Water Treaty in 2026 along with the unresolved Teesta issue between India and Bangladesh have been long SW v\a uH ﬂ\' V‘ %MOM .

in the making — indicating that in the last three decades, the region as a whole has transformed
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Analytical Crux
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Article - 3 : Iran will determine the endgame
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WHILE DRAFTING the US Constitution, in
TheFederalist Papers, James Madison raised
apertinent question: Quiscustodiet ipsos cus-
todes(Whoguardsthe guardians?). Thiswas
prompted byan earlier query posed by Alex-
ander Hamilton while opening Federalist
No. I:“whethersocieties of menare really ca-
pable or not of establishing good govern-
ment fromreflectionand choice, orwhether
they areforever destined todepend for their
political constitutions on accident and
force”. Given human fallibility, the makers

of the US Constitution envisaged asystemof

checks and balances by building variousin-
stitutions with equal authority. “Ambition
must be made to counteract ambition,”
Madison proclaimed.

Donald Trump has either not read The
Federalist Papersor does not careto abide by
the wisdom of America's constitution-
makers. He believes in his own wisdomand
refuses to be guided by any internal author-
ity, beit Congressor thejudiciary. He believes
in the doctrine of “strategic inconsistency”
and loves to keep the world on tenterhooks.
Itseemed to have worked well fora
year, forcing manyworld powersto
kneel. But one country, Iran, is pos-
ingaserious challenge tothat, suc-
ceeding in turning Trump’s “stra-
tegicinconsistency” into “strategic
incoherence”,

America and Israel began their
military campaign against Irana

B The conflict wan (nitiated with
o of, ‘A(éfw\c oham@e’ in ham,

[ran, not Americaor Isracl,
will determine the endgame

Wars are easy to start but
difficulttoend. Yet, every
country that goes to war —
Russia or Israel or America —

thinks otherwise

month ago with the stated aim of “regime
change”, Supreme Leader Ayatollah Al
Khamenei and dozens of senior officials
have been eliminated. But far from collaps-
ing, the regime has continued to challenge
theUSand Israel through itsasymmetric ca-
pability. It is clear that Iran, not America or
Israel, will now determine howand whento
endthewar.

The Americans are strugglingto find an
exit plan. Some of them are now talking
about “change in the regime” instead of
“change of the regime”., Trump even talked
about the joint management of the Strait of
Hormuz with “the Ayatollah”, We were told
afterlastyear's missile attacksthat Iran'snu-
clear capability was completely destroyed.
But the US now says that the “removal of all
thehighlyenriched uranium” would beone
of its demands for ending the war. So, we
now learn that the stockpiles are safely con-
cealed and Iran’s nuclear capability is far
from finished.

Warsare easy tostart but difficulttoend.
Yet, every country that goestowar — Russia
or Israel or America — thinks otherwise. In
thisage, all wars have global conse-
quences, The Ukraine war caused
severe food shortages across conti-
nents. The Iranwarisleadingtoan
“energy emergency”, Countries
now realise that not only terror
groups like the Houthis, but even
sovereign nations can use global
commons as bargaining chips.

Iran’s biggest victory isin forcing the US
to the negotiating table. America’s biggest
failure is turning to Pakistan, a rentier state
known for its own lawlessness, for medi-
ation. The UShastriedtoelicit support from
its Europeanand Asianaallies, But none came
forward. The UK, France, Germany, Spain
and Italy refused to join the war effort, and
countries like Poland, the Czech Republic,
Bosnia and Herzegovina, and Albania have
remained passive supporters.

India, too, wisely opted to stay out of the
conflict. Ignoring taunts by an unimagin-
ative Opposition, the Indian government
stuck to the line that de-escalation, negoti-
ationsand diplomacyshould be the way for-
ward. Nomajor powerwanted totake therisk
of mediating between the ayatollahs and
Trump. Oman, a middle power, made val-
iantefforts withits foreign minister, Badrbin
Hamad Al Busaidi, shuttling between capi-
tals till the last moment to avoid war. In the
end he, too, lamented that “active and seri-
ous negotiations... were undermined”,

Is strategic neutrality the only right op-
tion in such situations? In the face of total
failure of global multilateral institutions as
evidenced during the Ukraine and Iran wars,
shouldn't major powers take a more proac-
tiveroleinsettlingdisputes beforethey tum
into conflicts, allowing failed regimes Pakis-
tanto pretend to be peacemakers?

The writer, president, India
Foundation, is with the BJP

tangeting Leadantip.
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Analytical Crux
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The Programme in Political Science and International Relations emphasizes advanced
research, critical thinking, and enhances interdisciplinary understanding. It provides
comprehensive coverage in structured way for strategic advantage in upsc.

PSIR OPTIONAL FOUNDATION OGP (OPTIONAL GUIDANCE PROGRAM)

The program focuses on Comprehensive coverage of the Focus will be on conceptual clarity and building the ability
topic mentioned in PSIR Syllabus supplemented with candidates to interlink the static portion with current
regular handouts. developments.

Upcoming Batch: 6th July, 2026 Upcoming Batch: Sth June, 2026

PSIR DYNAMICS OGP (OPTIONAL GUIDANCE PROGRAM)

The program focuses on Current-Relevant dedicated Focus will be on conceptual clarity and building of the
classes covering. and international developments, candidates to interlink the current developments.
integrated with PSIR syllabus. Upcoming Batch: Sth June, 2026

Upcoming Batch: 22nd June, 2026

PSIR DYNAMICS ATS (AUGMENTED TEST SERIES)

The program focuses on Current-Relevant dedicated ATS sharpens structure, presentation, and depth
converting with It syllabus. converting effort into higher score.
Upcoming Batch: 22nd June, 2026 Upcoming Batch: 26th April, 2026

O-AWFG (ANSWER WRITING FOCUS GROUP)

O-AWFG PRIME

The answer writing program creates discipline and :
enhances shares skills. It helps students develop The test series program enhances speed, flow and

develoure, articulation, coherence, and approach. aynamip urchicatrsggnzd(;?'? :f t':\ezzl;%ject.
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PYQ Mastery Series

The series focuses on PYQ practice anchored in conceptual clarity and contemporary relevance.
Upcoming Batch: 22 June, 2026
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