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Article - 1

Context

Facts

Office of the Governor , which
was meant to be a neutral consti

tutional link between Centre & the

states , has become a source of political

conflict over discretion , assent to bills

and the health of Indian Federalism.

⑧ Shamsher Singh and Anr vs. State of Punjab (1974) reaffirmed that

Governor is politically subordinate to the elected Council of Ministers.
⑧ Article 163 (1) says the Governor acts on the aid & advice of Council

of Ministers , except where constitution permite discretion .
⑥ Article 167 allows Governor to seek information from CM on legislative
& administrative matters ; Ambedkar did not see this as a power

to overrule the ministry.
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⑧ under Article 200 , the Governor has three options on a bill : assent,

withhold assent
,
or reserve it for the President.

⑧ The Punchi Commission recommended deleting the please "during
the pleasure of thePresident" so that the office remains

neutral I non-partisan-

⑧ In State of Tamil Nadu vs. Governor of Tamil Nadu (2025) , the

SC said the Governor must decide within one month whether

to assent
,
return or reserve a bill.

"to advise the Ministry , to warn
"

constitutional silence cannot beThe Ministry , to suggest to the Ministry an
weaponised to stall governance"alternative & to ask for a reconsideration .

"

"The Greates the discretion vested in Governor the greater the

possibility of central intervention."
"It must not be forgotten that state in its area of power must be

as supreme as Centre in its area .
"
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Analytical Crux
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"the governor , although a constitutional head of State , is not a

figure-head on a rubber-stamp , but a functionary designed
to play a vital role in the administration of affairs of the State'
"He is a detached spectator , watching from a position of
vantage I authority what is going on in the state. "

The article's main argument is that the Governor's controversy is not

only about some individuals ; it comes from a deeper structural problem
where Governor is appointed by Centre but expected to act neutrally.
when Governor delay or sit on bills , it weakens the mandate of the
elected state government I disturbs the federal balance.

= important because it tries toThe 2025 Tamil Nadu judgement
convert constitutional silence into constitutional accountability.
"The Governor must function as a constitutional bridge & stabilisen
not as a parallel political authority of the Centre.

"
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Article - 2

Context

Facts

The article explains why India is

recalibrating its West Asia policy in favour of
a more interest-basedI security oriented

approach , while also arguing that India

must still keep balance , flexibility and

sensitivity in dealing with the Gulf , Israel,
Iran and Palestine.

⑧ CEPA with UAE I Oman ; GCC is India's largest socio-economic partner.

⑧ India's bilateral trade with the acc-$160 billion.

⑧ China siphoned off nearly 90 % of sanctioned Iranian oil exports.

⑧ Russia signed a 20 year Comprehensive Strategic Partnership

Treaty with Iran last year.



PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS

Analytical Crux

Theoretical lens + Verbatim Quotes
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Lord Palmerston

"To remain relevant & effective , a country needs a

dynamic foreign policy grounded in realism & national interest
."

"We have no eternal allies , and we have no

perpetual enemies. Our interests ar eternal and perpetual
.

"

The core argument of the article is that India's West Asia policy
is moving from old diplomatic caution to a more realist and

interest based approach . The Gulf has become too important for India

in terms of trade , diaspora , security & strategic space , so India
can no longer remain vague or passive. The real challenge is not

choosing one side permanently but keeping India's options open
while responding to fast-changing geopolitics.The best West Asia

policy for India is one based on realism , balance , agility &

national interest.




