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Article - 1:India has rare opportunity to re-imagine neighbourhood policy

Context

Facts

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS

India's neighbourhood
policy faces a reboot opportunity
after Bangladesh BNP's land-
slide

, Nepal's Rashtriya Swatantra

Party rise and SriLanka's new

leadership , shifting from gloom
over Hasina's ouster to

pragmatic , interest-based ties.

· Tarique Rahman's victory signals
⑧ Rashtriya Swatantra Party's

"Bangladesh First" policy, rise reflects a generational

opening scope for pragmatic ties. shift in Nepal's politice.

· Despite proximity , South Asian ⑧ India runs trade

countries depend more on the surpluses with neighbours
West for exports and China but resists giving them

for imports. greater market access.



Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS

The article argues that India has a rare opportunity to
rebuild its relations with neighbouring countries due to
recent political changes. However , the biggest obstacle
is India's own approach - marked by protectionism , non-
tariff barriers and a mindset of superiority. Instead

of treating neighbours as dependents , India must engage
them as equal partners through trade, connectivity and
investment. Opening markets , improving infrastructure and

fostering mutual economic benefits can strengthen
regional integration. In a world where global trade is

becoming uncertain , closer regional cooperation in South
Asia can provide stability and growth for all countries.

"They are not looking for "Trade policy cannot rest

patrons ; they are looking on generosity ; it must rest

for partners .

"
on recognition of shared benefits .

"



Article - 2 :The West Asia cauldron of  conflict and its fallout

Context

Facts

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS

The Ongoing US-Israel-

Iran war 2026 marks dangerous
escalation in West Asia

,
with

risks of prolonged war and

global economic disruption. It

reflects a shift from limited

confrontation to a long-drawn

geopolitical & economic war.

· The conflict began under ㉚ Iran have blocked the

"Operation Epic Fury' , with Strait of Hormuz , though

large-scale strikes on Iran. which -30 % of global oil passes.

θ Despite leadership losses , ⑧ War fatigue I resource strain
Iran's nuclear stockpile & are emerging in U.S.; reluctance

state structure remain intact of European allies .
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The article argues that the war is a product of "Netanyahu's
was fueled by "Trump's folly" . The strategy of attempting
regime change though air power alone is failing because it

ignores the resilient nature of shite political culture, which

views such conflicts through lens of civilisational resistance

(symbolized by the Battle of Karbala). The U. S. is succumbing
to "war weariness" & logistical strain (replenishing THAAD
and Patriot missiles) , while Iran is better suited for a long-
drawn-out was of attrition.The conflict is moving toward a

dangerous phase of "no peace, no large-scale was"that

weaponizes global economic infrastructure.

"The conflict has upended the Thucydides aphorism
that "the strong do what they can and the weak

suffer what they must' . Iran has refused to accept

suffering without hitting back with full ferocity .
"

"Reliance on air power provides no significant

advantage to any aggressor .
"



Article - 3: How geopolitics overran Globalization

Context

Facts

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS

Globalization
,
once seen

as a force for economic integration
and peace , is now contributing to

geopolitical rivallyIn fragmentation.
The shift from cooperation to

competition has weakened the

stabilizing effects of global
economic interdependence.

⑧ Between 1999 and 2011 , surge ⑩ The U .S. merchandise trade

ofChinese imports is estimated deficit with China grew
to have caused the loss of from $83 billion in 2000 to

over two million U . S. jobs· $410 billion in 2018 .

· Companies are moving away from "cost minimization" toward

"resilience" strategies , such as Apple shifting production to

India and Chinese firm investing in Mexico and Vietnam

to circumvent U . S. tariffs.
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The central thesis is that the "economic counterweight" that
once prevented geopolitical competition from spiraling out

of control has enoded . In the 1990s
, commercial interests

acted as "glue" ; today , because businesses no longer feel

they can operate freely in rival markets , they have stopped
advocating for stable bilateral relations .

This has created

a "doom loop" where industrial policy and "friend-shoring"
reinforce fragmentation. Unless international institutions

INTO
,
IMF) are reformed to reflect modern economic power ,

the world risks a permanent state of instability where

trade is used as a weapon rather than a bridge.

"The dream of integration has given way to a reality of

fragmentation in which patterns of trade and capital
flows mirror geopolitical alliances .

"

"Positive-sum economic forces are less capable of

countering zero-sum geopolitics .

"




