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Article - 1 : US strategic engagement in south caucasus via TRIPP
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US Strategic Engagement in the South Caucasus via TRIPP: Regional Geopolitical

Implications

Dr. Punit Gaur | 06 April 2026 wW\oVve M coon ACAL\,QPC P eace,
Introduction .
troduct Thaede ¢ pPower balamee in Hre

On January 13, the US and Armenia announced an implementation framework for the Trump Route for International Peace and Prosperity

(TRIPP), a multimodal transport corridor intended to improve connectivity and trade in the South Caucasus. The project seems to link S ! ‘ :
Central Asia and the Caspian region with Europe, while connecting Azerbaijan to its Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic. US Secretary of o W'

Facts

@® TRIPP i» a US-Lacked cormdon @ The roudte will remain under
‘Hﬂ)\oua'l« SOu*ﬂ\M AAW\WQ COVW"CCi‘AV\a F\A.W\C/V\Jaﬂ\. Sou C)\,Qx:at’\ta CL
Aze).ba.«')am- 1o Nekhdrivan & indQ‘rg Armenian Lo, wttr wo

Southh Caucorun *o Fthe wider AZObOJ'JaA«J rofe (v
Taamns - Caopl"a/m Aoule. adbuintration.

@ Crpected ga[vvs are 2 million tonnes @ Axmenianm Seetor i just
6)»245006 amwaua , 307 shoater 27 milen (Y2 Kim), but
thamsit time & 1S Qower Tariffa. megor stiotegic (mposkamee.
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Analytical Crux

B TRIPP s wol Simply a Tramsport coanidor ; it s a Lol
“Huough wivch Hthe U.S. » emi(uwa Soutivn Caucanurn o a
aow(j—‘tam Sani:oac‘c ackon .-

B e pAject Taen Lo balawce two difficutl 500&4 Together -
Azabaija/n's acceens to NoKhehijvan 4 Arxmemia’s scvadgv\td.

B Fox Armerio ¢ Azo»bai)a/w, mne/ciiur“ig 2 éa“vxg wed as an
(s awmmend r[; peace , bul éon Runsiaa omd Ihan the same
project Looks Rike a fRosc of (nfluence-

B S0 the moin imue s mol enly road , raill amd cango S the
Aeal imue in who shopes the acgional onder in the
South Cewcanun,

B I owux, TRIPP shows that dn present world politres , cornidon,
tade roudn 4 ifra have become tntruments of power,

dipﬂov\wxa d 3C<>'po,Qthfcol Cerpelition.

) ,£ reelined., & could ilanu»{,ox,m e Soutth Coucasus Lroma 8&0,90.0.%@«.0.
ﬁauliﬁn& nto a stable 4 ProSp@rOus Coamdoxr , amdn,o,v.wa v.s.

“ TRIPP seeknr To ‘b\qmaga/um the Certral Asia - Canpian — Soutin
Cautonun - EM«}DL axun (wlto a f,uwcifcmal , [ni’,eg/&ated corrrdon.

Verbatim Quotes
by Dr. Punit Gaur
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Article - 2 : America has lost the Arab World

America Has Lost the .. FOREIGN AFFAIRS NEWSLETTERS LOG IN SUBSCRIBE MENU Qz -
(>4l Gaza wos , the ITran co'nﬁbct

America Has Lost the Arab World amd Washington's paceived double
Wars in Gaza, Iran, and Elsewhere Have Sunk i
Washington's Reputation—Maybe for Good Alomdandsr en Padlestine have dCO—PLa
AMANEY A. JAMAL AND MICHAEL ROBBINS N _ o A
PR dazw\aaut Amesica’'s credihd ubi:a (n Hhe
R Anab world, wiule Cluna, Russia awd
E?\Zfi:a::rd afz_rzgng;lrr):rlneter, e A
Dear} of the Princethn School'of &, e L\an O e 8 auaund V\ﬁ S FM& YMMOUWN %
Public and International Affairs,
and E.deards S. Sanfort.i Professo.r
L becaune US ia Seen @ compromined.
Facts

Arab Barometen Suueﬂeot Eggpt, Lrag, Jordem , Lebamen , Morocco,
the Palestivianw Tearitorien

Vg

Sa}u'a 4 Turmunriaa (. 2028S.

® L EC%JPI’ S8/ saud Cluwna u.Fl«osz @® Su.ppo;«t £OA normallizadfon wtta

‘vkeanational Low, companed to ITsraed in vua low oacross Aegr’an;
&hﬂa 28 EOA, e O.S. (A E;?apt d Jordanm ten Y.

@ || Israel rccogmizes Palestine. @ Two- state golution »tile {ran
Suppoat for voamalization anen: ey oMLy Supporl ; 67 /> (n Joadam
+27 th Qd)u‘a, +22 M Joadan edc. d 6YFl e tn Egeﬂﬂt and Sd/u“q.
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Analytical Crux
Arab public opinion U we Lewaa Ju.dacv\.a the USA m«!la ba Power
Or Secunity guaromless ; % A degtwa et ba 6ajxnem, cprQﬂgj )
Palestine . China, Rumia and Than one 3auvw~8 gAound nol beecause
Aralb Souctien Mﬁﬁ tant them , bul becaune WaALu‘n.atm (A vow
seem as the more hypounitical power. loza lan Hherefore become
a test of Qeac‘i::‘ma,ca ()M the whole Westen-Led orden, not just
a Aeﬁt'ov»ql cmxbb“c,t- tb Hun continuer, even pAo —U.S. Arab
aovo\,nmmi’/s Moy Aﬁ,owﬁ,a widen tier with clhuna 4 Russia becoune
public opivion Acunes the political conl of opeve alignmentl
with Washinglon . Ameuca cam xecover Alamding ba a
vc‘m’!:lla scu)x Poﬂfca on Qaza, Iram amd Palestinion Rights -

Verbatim Quotes
“The warning in Aok Barometu’s Qotent dota i clean : the U.S. &

Ewmope are wnot just ,Qos(v\@ heatr and. wUnda. ‘Ff«tg are Rosing the
pirception that they proteet human rights ot ald.”

“ An Lm\a an Gaza remains the cleanenl meanwne 06 monal amnd
paﬂbtc‘c,al, JM@CrMM 60)\ OAdiwo.Ad Arcba , CUvne , Tham amel Runsia
will Aeloun the woral Iru"@l«. a,\owwd-”
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Article - 3 : United States and Israel don’t get Iran

US and Israel don’t get Iran. Their
prospects of a military victory are weak

AM MUKHOPADHAYA

IVE WEEKS into an unprovoked

and unjustified Israel-US war on

Iran that started with the un

precedented "decapitation” ofthe

top Iranian political and military
leadership and a massive artack on its mili-
rary and civil infrastructure, the US-led war
seems to be faltering. Extraordinarily, the
collective assassination of Iran’s leadership
in violation of all laws, domestic or interna-
tional, took place while the US and Iran were
holding negotiations mediated by Omanon
Iran’s nuclear programme, the ostensible
casus belli. It shatters basic assumptions of
diplomatic immunity and negotiations,
leaving little room for good faith and diplo-
macy toend the war.

Despite aserious degradation of Iran’s air
force, missile defence, navy and defence pro-
duction since the start of the war, Iran has
been able to threaten Israeli, US and Gulf
military, oil and other targets in the region
with its seemingly deep and dispersed store
of missiles and drones. It has leveraged its
geography and control of the Strait of Hor-
muz to rattle Western capitals and markets.
An estimated 3,000 ships with 20.000
sailors, many ofthem Indians, are reportedly
anchored in and around the strait, facing
foodandwatershortagesand psychological
stress. Thisisa potential humanitarian chal-
lenge for which the international commu-
nity is fil-prepared.

Despite the theocratic Iranian regime’s
harsh suppression of human rights and in-
ternal reform, attempts at internal and ex-
ternally sponsored regime change and fo-
menting ethnic conflict, inciting the Kurds
and the Baloch, have not gained momen-
tum. Fears of asectarian Shia-Sunni conilict
have not been borne out, with Sunnis largely
backing Iran’s defiance ofthe USand Israel.
Iran is now daring the USto launch aground
invasion, projecting confidence in its ability

® The attock lx\oppemcd wiyle US-

Tram ruwcleion v\caotf alionn , wmediated

to withstand it. An air operation on April 4
resulted in an embarrassing downing of F-
15s and other sophisticated US aircraft. This
does not augur weil for ground operations.

The US is, simultaneously, threatening
a ground invasion of Iran and naval oper-
ations as well as demanding that the Strait
of Hormuz be opened. It’s also demanding
that its Western allies join the war, or it
might pull out of NATO. It has threatened
to walk out of the war, leaving allies to deal
with their interests and consequences on
their own. Itis not clear if Washington fully
grasps the risks and implications of these
actions. President Donald Trump’s March
31 threat to bomb Iran back to “the stone
ages" s an implicitacknowledgement of the
failure of the initial goal of regime change.
Meanwhile, as Israel expands the conflict
once again into Lebanon — estab-

ILLUSTRATION C R SASIKLMAR

Muammar Gaddafl, or Syria under Bashar
al-Assad. First, unlike the Arab, Central
Asian, Turkand Mughal empires that grew
by “incorporation” and were too dispersed
to become “nations”, Iran has always had
an inbuilt sense of identity, nationhood and
civilisation bound by language, culture and
history, which hasthe capacityto submerge
fissiparous tendencies. Although Israel may
be betting on inciting Iran’s multiple ethnic
and religious minoritieslike the Kurds, Bal-
och and others against the theocratic re-
gime, the Persian "glue” and nationalist re-
action to Zionist anti- Israeli aggression
are likely to hold it together.

Second. Iran has inherited the mantle
of aShia sense of belonging, struggle. sac-
rifice and martyrdom going back to the
Karbala and Imam Hossein, which was

given acontemporary twist by the

lishing a security zone, ethnically
cleansing Lebanon south of the Li-
tani river and bombing historic
citieslike Tyre and Beirut (includ-
ing residential areas) — more
Western "allies” are breaking ranks
withthe US and Israel overthe war.

The Trump regimeserroris in
thinking that Iran islike Venezuela
under Nicolds Maduro, Iraq under
Saddam Hussein, Libya under

Whetheror not brute US
Israeli power prevails in the
long run. Iran seems to have

survived the elimination of its
top military leadership for
now. Its potency may be
debilitated but it is far
from incapacitated

anti-Shah, anti-US revolution led
by Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini
in 1979, the gruelling Iran-Iraq
war and Israel’s occupation of
holy Muslim lands. In keeping
with Shia tradition, it is believed
that Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
chose to embrace martyrdom
rather than flee when Israel at-
tacked Iran’s top leadership .
Third, whatthe USseems notto

have understood is that, unlike Gaddafi’s
Libya, Hussein's Iraq, Assad’s Syria, or Ma-
duro’s Venezuela, Iran is not some personal-
ised dictatorship backed by a muscular but
contrived political ideology. It has a deeply
institutionalised, culturally nationalistic,
theocratic system where different stake-
holders were balanced and reconciled
through institutions that evolved organically
over successive crises and ruthlessly en-
forced by the IRGC. The removal of the “Su-
preme Leader” is not likely to change a
layered decision-making system provenover
decades. Rather, external aggression may
well change the balance in favour of more
adventurist forces that could raisethe cost of
war forthe USand its Gulif allies even further.

While vast sections of Lran’s highly po-
larised society detest the orthodox, conser-
vative and repressive regime in power, one
should not underestimate the capacity of
the mass of the Iranian people to separate
internal grievance from aggression by ex-
ternal forces, or the capacity of the regime
to reframe the conflict in defensive and ci-
vilisational terms.

Whether or not brute US-Israell power
prevails in the long run, Iran seems to have
survived the elimination of its top military
leadership for now. Its potency may be de-
bilitated but it is far from incapacitated.
Many military experts believe that it hasused
its store of cheap missiles, drones and decoys
to successfully deplete much of the US and
Israel’s far costlier missile defence capability.
amidst uncertainty over the stocks, range
and production capacity of Iran’s own mis-
siles. The downing of four US aircraft on
April 4 will bea huge shotin the arm for Iran.

But Iran’s greatest asset is probabily its
ability to influence two crucial geographic
chokepoints for world shipping, the Strait
of Hormuz and Bab-el-Mandab (through
the Houthis). It is using these assetstoraise
the cost of war and shippingto prohibitive
levels, which is rebounding on its allies and
business partners. Ifthe prospectsof amili-
tary victory forthe US and Israel are distant,
If not bleak, a favourable negotiated out-
come seems even less likely.

The writer is former ambassador to Myanmar,
Afghanistan and Syria
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Analytical Crux

The L. amd Tsroel ane 'b\boifwa Tham ULKe a weok Aegime Aol
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Verbatim Quotes

by Gautam Mukhopadhaya

“ The T/\uw\.p )\bat‘w\c_’.s CAAOAN N tn ‘ﬂMV\KlMﬁ Haot Thom ~» UKe
Venezuelda wunder Wicolan Madqu,IAa,q unnder Saddawmi Humern,
Litya umder Muammar Goddafi or Syma umdor Basher -al- Assad.’

>

“The Pustam '8(2;4&' onwd. wolionalint reaction Lo Ziowinl awd
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