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Context

Facts

Article - 1 : In Delhi’s support for Arab gulf

There is a significant shift
in India's foreign policy I strategic
thinking , particularly regarding
The Arab Gulf region .

It argues
that the Gulf has now become India's

top strategic priority from a land-

focused worldview (the Ludhiana
school) back to maritime oriented

one (the Bombay school).

1798- Napoleon's conquest of Egypt exposed the

vulnerability of British India's western approaches.

① The Great Game prolonged 19th-century rivalry between
Britain and European powers (especially Russia) for
influence from the levant to the Hindu Kush.
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Analytical Crux
India's strategic shift from a continentalist to a maritime
is driven by economic interdependence (9 million workers,

$ 50 billion remittances , energy security) and the Arab

Gulf's political moderation , contrasting with Iran's theocracy
and Pakistan's extremism .

It reflects the nexus between

geopolitics and geo-economics , the revival of maritime

consciousness in India's foreign policy and a pragmatic
Balancing of continental and maritime imperatives.

Maritime vs. Continental strategic orientation : "The Bombay
School, shaped by commercial dynamism of emerging Paris

"

& Gujarat Capitalists saw India's security beginning at sea.

"Its leading figures-John Malcolm and Mountstuart

Elphinstone viewed Persia and Arabia as the natural

outer ring of India's defence .
"

= The task for Delhi is not to choose between maritime &

continental imperatives but to integrate them ; to anchor

maritime India firmly in the Gulf while maintaining credible

military deference on the land frontier .
"
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Article - 2 : Iran challenges American airpower dominance

The article examines the 2026

Iran conflict , where Iran shot down a

U .S. F-15E and an A-10
, challenging

the narrative of invulnerable US air

superiority. It argues that even degraded
air defenses can impose attrition ,

complicate operational planning and

generate political costs.

뼉· An American F-15E Strike Eagle Iran's air defence is

degraded , but still capablewas shot down over western

Iran by enemy fire. of imposing costs.

뼉 It marked the first time in the 2026 Iran conflict that

a manned American combat aircraft was brought down in
hostile airspace.
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Analytical Crux

The downing of US aircraft over Iran punctures the myth
of invulnerable American airpower . Even a degraded Iranian

air defence can impose costs , proving that air superiority
no longer guarantees safety in state-on-state conflicts.

Attrition of both manned and unmanned systems forces

strategic introspection-dominance must now coexist with

risk and adaptability.

"The vulnerability of non-stealth low-altitude platforms

operating in contested environments is once again laid bare .

"

"Air superiority , long viewed as the cornerstone of us

military doctrine , no longer guarantees invulnerability .

"

"The battlefield is no longer permissive ; it is dynamic ,

adaptive and unforgiving .
"
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Article - 3 : Delimitation, women’s reservation, political dynamics 

There is a proposed simul

taneous overhaul of 3 interconnected

structural reforms in India's electoral

system : women's reservation (33 % seats
in Parliament & Assemblies), delimitation

credrawing constituency boundaries) ,
and expansion of Lok Sabha seats

(from 543 to -816) .

Women's Reservation Act (2023) > Officially called the
Constitution (one hundred and sixth amendment)

act
,
2023 or Nai Shakti Vandan Adhinivam. .

9 Reserves one-third (33% ) of seate in Lok Sabha &
Vidhan Sabha for women.

① Government plans to use 2011 Census data instead of
2026-27 Census for expansion of seats.
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Government plans to use 2011 Census data for women's
reservation and expand Lok Sabha seats by 50%, by passing
the 2026 census · This avoids OBC sub-quota demands &

positions the ruling party for electoral gains in 2027-29.
However , population-based delimitation will favour northern

states over southern ones
, deepening the north-south divide,

all based on outdated demographic data misrepresenting
current realities shaped by migration and urbanisation.

"Taken together , women's reservation , seat expansion and

delimitation are not isolated changes ; they will jointly
reshape who is represented , from where and in what

proportions .
"
- Zoya Hassan

"
India stands on the curp of one of the most significant

transformations of its representative system since the

carlydecades of the Republic ."- Zoya Harsan.




