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Article - 1 : Triangular geopolitics: U.S - China rivalry
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Article - 2 : In West Asia a realistic bargain may be in sight

R SWAMINATHAN

AFTER WEEKS of sustained escalation,
marked by over 15,000 Americanand Israeli
strikes on Iran and more than 5000 Iranian
missile and drone attacks across Israel and
the Gulf, the announcement of a two-week
ceasefire offers a much-needed reprieve to
the region and the world at large. However,
asdelegations prepareto meet in Islamabad
this Friday, the hard work of translating this
temporary reprieve intoalastinggeopolitical
settlement has only just begun.

For the US, the immediate victory is the
imminent reopeningofthe Straitof Hormuz
without front-loading concessions to
Tehran. American negotiatorsareset to head
tolslamabad with the main objectives of the
total removal of nuclear material from Iran,
enforcing a halt on uranium enrichment,
and neutralising the ballistic missile threat.

Iran’sSupreme National Security Council
framed itasa political victory, asserting that
Washington had accepted Tehran's 10-point
proposal asthe basis for negotiations. Atthe
same time, Iran has emphasised
that the ceasefire does not termin-

and recognition of Iranian control over the
Strait of Hormuz with Oman, with a regu-
lated transit regime. The plan also calls for
regional de-escalation, including the cessa-
tion of Israeli operations against Hezbollah.

The contours of arealistic bargain are be-
ginning totake shape. If Iran cansecure sov-
ereign control overthestrait asan insurance
policyagainst future attacks, it can offer sig-
nificant concessions such as diluting its 60
percentenriched uraniumand transferring
ittoathird partylike Russiaasitdid afterthe
2015 JCPOA, capping future enrichment at
1 per cent, suspending enrichment for sev-
eral years, and resuming IAEA inspections
underthe Additional Protocol. Further, are-
newed fatwa forswearing nuclear weapons
could provide theideological cover tofinalise
the deal, alongside limits on the deployment
of advanced long-range missiles.

The Strait of Hormuz requires an inno-
vative legal framework. A viable solution is
toapply the principles ofthe 1936 Montreux

Convention, which affirmed Tur-
key’s sovereignty over the Bospho-

ate hostilities and that the negoti-  Eor the first time in this crisis, rusand Dardanelles straits while

ations will be conducted under

guaranteeing peacetime civilian

conditions of distrust toward the
US. Tehran hasdemanded thatany
eventual agreement be anchoredin
abinding UNSC resolution. The
coreelementsof Iran's proposal in-
clude security guarantees against
future American or Israeli strikes;

the pragmatic needs of both
nations align. The US needs
an economic reprieve and a
political victory; Iran needs
survival, reconstruction,
and sovereignty

navigationand restricting wartime
naval access. A “Hormuz Conven-
tion” could balance international
shipping needs with Iraniansecur-
ity. Under Iran’s proposal, civilian
commerce would flow freely, po-
tentially subject toa$2 million tran-

In West Asia, a realistic
bargain may be in sight

pensate for wartime losses, while Iran retains
the right torestrict the passage of hostile war-
ships. However, the durability of any Hor-
muz regime would depend on robust en-
forcement mechanisms and credible
security guarantees.

Ultimately, the strongest guarantor of
this ceasefire isthe American political calen-
dar. Risinggasoline pricesand attendant in-
flation threaten tosink Trump’s approval rat-
ings months before the mid-term elections.
By securing the strait’s reopening, he can
claim he has achieved his primary military
and economic objectives. If this requires a
phased lifting of sanctions, which he cansell
asa lucrative opportunity for American busi-
nesses, and non-aggression guarantees, he
could take the deal. Trump also has the lever-
ageto force a reluctant Israel to fall in line.

For the first time in this crisis, the prag-
matic needs of both nations align, though
the GCC countries, barring Oman, will have
reservations over Iran’s control of Hormuz.
The US needs an economic reprieve and a
political victory; Iran needs survival, recon-
struction, and sovereignty. If negotiatorscan
utilise blueprintslike the Montreux Conven-
tion tonavigate the treacherous watersofthe
Strait of Hormuz, this ceasefire may just pull
the Middle East back from the brink.
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Analytical Crux
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Article - 3 : Islamabad channel: India must stand for peace

orpeace, whoever

THAROORTHINK

BY SHASHI THAROOR

N THE volatile theatre of West Asfan
geopolitics, the script has taken an b
probable turn, For decade
n Washington and
Tehranwere paved with mutual suspi
clon, separated by a chasm that no amount
of traditional diplomacy could bridge. Yet,
% the 2026 Iran-US conflict reaches a fever
pitch, the most consequential diplomatic
bridge is being bullt not in Geneva or Doha,
but in Islamabucl, where negotiations be
on Friday
Thee
pensable broker In this crisls Is a develop
ment that demands a mature and sophis
ticated response from New Delhl, Whilethe
historical reflex of o

dors of power

sergence of Pukistan as the indls

blishment might
beoneofdisparagement, strategic anxiety,
or both, the sheer scale of the current con
flagration, US President Donald Trump's
threat of a "civilisation-ending” cataclysm
and the malign effects on the region all
necessitate a more statesmanlike posture.
T'rue, the Pakistani Prime Minister's soclal
media gaff
ently drafted In Washing

the US may merely be using Pakistan to
plve the ceasefire a neutral, third-party
face, allowing both the US and Iran to de
escalate without appearing to back down
directly to one another. But even If Pakistan
I8 a diplomatic fig leaf rather than the real
Initiator, India must now navigate this de
velopment witha combination of strateg)

restraint, reglonal responsibility, and are
newed commitment to its role as the voice
of the Global South

To understand why Pakistan has
suddenly become the pivot point for the
Trump administration and the [ranlan
lendership, one must look at the unlque
connectivity matrix” it has cultivated. The
relationship between Fleld Marshal Asim
Munir and President Donald Trump is no
longer a matter of back-channel ramour; it
Isanoperational reality. Trump's penchant
for personalised diplomacy, especlally one
aluing the strongman archetype, has
und a mate in Munir, whom he calls his
Tuvourite fekd marshal”, This personal rap
port, forged during the heat of the 2025
India-Pakistan crisis over Operation Sin
door, has bypassed the formal bureaucracy
it creating a direct
high-velocity channel tothe Oval Office

Simultancously, with a Shia population
of 40 million (the largest outside Iran), Isla
acultural and sectarian

mabad posse:

asset that resonates in Tehran, Ur
Sunni Gulf monarchies, which Iran views
through a lens of existential rivalry, or Tur
key, whose NATO membership creates a
permar s celling of mistrust, Pakis
tan Is perceived as a nelghbour, albeit one
that s not always friendly (or kind to lts
minority) but that has “skin
900-km shared border means that for Pak
Istan, a reglonal was is not abstract
geopolitics but a domestd
mare of potential refugee surges
and sectarfan spillover
This is the "Islamabad chan
nel” < a condult that has already
shown its potency by reportecly in
fluenciry

1the game”, /

raeli targetinglists and

Propos
by Pak

night If Pakistan succeeds, India
should be among the first to
celebrate, Celebrating a
neighbour’s mediation does — stabilised er
not diminish our standing;
inanuclear-armed
neighbourhood, a win for
stability is a winforeveryone  first to celebrate the return of

with China, its recent defence treaty with
Sauch Arabla, ar statu
most populous nation inthe Islamic world
reinforced by the forelgn ministers of Egypt,
Turkey and Saudi Arabla Qying to Islama
bad recently
Asthis initlative unfolds, India stands at
acrossroads. The Instinet 1o dismiss a Pak:
Istani diplomatic win s arelic of a zero-sum
era that the geopolitics of the third decade
of the 21st century has dissupted, Instead
New Delhishould adopt athree-tiered strat
egy that prioritises regional stability over
parochial riy
First, Indla must lead a resonant call for
peace on behall of the Global South, As the
US and Israel assault Iran and [ran retallates
agalnst its Gulf nelghbours, the rest of the
world Is currently paying the highest price
for this co 1 In the form of enengy Infla
thon and ruptured supply chiakns, As alead
Ing voice of these nations, Indla’s moral and
diplomatic welght should be used to de
mand a cessation of hostilities. By cham
ploning peace without condemning either
bell 1, India has reinforced its identity
as a responsible ghobal powerthat values the
stability of the International order
Second, India must watch the Pakistani
Initiative withthe keeneyeof an interested
nelghbour rathet than that of a resentful
critic. There Is no strategle benefit in root
Ing for the fallure of a peace process, I the
Is

as the second

mabad channel” manages to
bring Washington and Tehran
onto the same page, it will be a
triumph for regional security. A
de-escalated Tran War means a
y market and the
protection ndian Interests
Why should we disparage it?
Ifthe Islamabad dialogue suc

ceeds, Indla should be among the

peace, Celebrating a nelghbour's

slamabad channel: India must stand
thebrokermaybe

successful mediation does not diminish our
standing: It s a recognition that ina nu
clear-armed neighbourhood, a win for sta
bility Is a win for everyone. To sneer at it
would signal to the world that India’s for
elgn policy is driven by spite rather than by
substance, Reglonal resentments should
nevertrumpaclear-cyed assessment of the
larger national interest,

However, the path to peace is littered
with potential shipwrecks, If the Pukistani
effort fails — whether duetolranian Intran
sdgence, American domestic politics, Israeli
furyorthe sheerunworkability of the peace
plan ~ India must resist the temptation to
woat, A fulled mediation s a tragedy for the
reglon. Analysis, not celebration, should fol
low any setback, Does It keave room fora il
ferent kind of Indlan effort? Could India’s
own unique relationship with the US and its
historical tles with Iran offer an alternative
track? If the Islamabad process hits a wall
the vacuum it leaves will be dangerous, and
Indin must be ready tostep intothe breach,
not with a“told-you-so" attitude, but witha
let'stry somethin, mentality

The world of 2026 s nolonger aunipolar
playground. With China backing the Pakis
tuni channel and other Islamic countries in

upport, the geopolitical tectonic plat
shifting. Amid the wreckage of the old order
India must ma
whilebelng

A

are

Aln strategic autonomy
ebuilder

Inthis moment of supreme perdl, let the
Tslamabad channel” be tested, Letus watch
it with the maturity of a nation that under
stands that peace i not a trophy to be won,
buta fourdation upon which all our futures
are bullt. India’s volee must be clear: We are
for peace, whoever the midwite may be
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Analytical Crux
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