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Context

Facts

Article - 1 : Defending democracy during backsliding

How democracies

weaken slowly under

elected governments , and

why confusion among

citizens and opposition

groups makes democratic

backsliding harder to stop.

& Since 1990
,
25 countries * Demouacy coding in

experienced democratic 9 countries including
backsliding. Mexico and Hungary.

* Demouacy defender's classification-cautioners , alarmists

and strategic alarmists.
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

Democratic decline rarely begins like a coup ; it begins
through small legal-looking steps , mixed signals and

public confusion. The biggest danger is not only the

backsliding leader , but also the inability of democratic

forces to agree on . If opposition react too late ,
institutions get hollowed out ; if they react too early
or harly , they may lose public trust . The key lesson
is early warning , common language , voter education &

broad coordination
. In democratic backsliding , timing

and unity matter as much as intention.

"Demouatic backslidingI piecemeal erosion of democracy , is

the primary challenge to the quality and survival of liberal

democracy in the 21st century .

"

"Among many challenges , a key one is to develop new
discourses

,
mental frames , methodsa coalitions to overcome

the regime uncertainty that backsliding produces .
"
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Context

Facts

Article - 2 : Malaysia’s growing significance in India’s Act East Policy

Malaysia is becoming
a key partner for India not

only in trade , but also in

semiconductors , digital links ,

maritime security and India's

wider Indo-Pacific strategy .

& The Strait of Malacca Her Malaysia is the first southeast

handles 55-60% of Asian country to sign a
India's trade and defence cooperation pact

30 % of world trade. with India in 1993.

* India-Malaysia ties rest on three major pillars : semi-

conductors , digital integration & defence maritime cooperation.
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

Malaysia is not just another ASEAN partner, it sits at the

meeting point of India's trade security , technology
strategy and maritime interests . India's Act East policy
must move beyond symbolism and build durable cooperation
in semiconductors , digital systems and maritime security.

Malaysia also gives India a reliable middle-power partner
at a time when sea-lanes , supply chains and Indo-Pacific
balance are becoming uncertain . Malaysia is both a strategic
gateway and a force multiplier for India in Southeast Asia.

"India's global influence to be built not only on ties with

major powers but also on strong partnerships with middle

powers and regional neighbours ."

"Strong strategic ties with Malaysia gives India a better

position in dealing with strategic anxieties amid escalating

geopolitical hegemonic rivalry in the Indo-Pacific region .
"
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Context

Facts

Article - 3 : Bolstering deterrence through submarine dominance 

India's growing
submarine capability , especially

through INS Aridhaman, is

strengthening its nuclear

deterrence and making sea-

based power central to

national security.

& India aims to commission& It strengthens India's

nuclear triad and sea- its first indigenous SSN

based deterrence. by 2036 + second by 2038.

Jher Apart from India , only the P5 countries - US
, Russia,

China
,
France and UK possess nuclear triad capability.
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

In present-day warfare , deference cannot rest only on land
and air power ; sea-based capability is now essential.

INs Anidhaman strengthens India's ability to maintain

a more credible and secure nuclear posture at sea.

Maritime security is no longer secondary because modern

conflicts quickly move across air, sea and land domains.

For India
,
undersea capability is becoming a central

pillar of strategic stability , not a side element.

"Sea-based deterrence is indeed critical to forestall
adversarial manoeuvres by China and Pakistan .

"

- Harsh V. Pant

"Wars in this era do not belong within different
domains in silos but rather susceptible to spillover

to other domains as well .
"

-Harsh V. Pant




