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Article - 1 : The Constitutional problems with constitutional morality
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Article - 2:Trump’s Munir-Modi balancing will not bring back India-Pak hyphenation

Trump’s Munir-Modi balancing will
not bring back India-Pak hyphenation

RESIDENT DONALD Trump is

doing a balancing act between

Prime Minister Narendra Modi

and Field Marshal Asim Munir.

Yes, Munir and not Prime Min-
ister ShehbazSharif. On April 14, Trump had
a40-minute telephonic conversation with
Modi. According to US Ambassadorto India
Sergio Gor, he told Modi, “Tjust want you to
know we all love you.” Also on April 14,
Trump publicly hinted that the US-Irantalks
would resume in the next two days and that
they would be held in Pakistan. He went on
to add, “You know why? Because the field
marshal is doing a great job.” Separately, he
said Munir was fantastic.

US leaders have not only praised Munir
~Trump’s “favourite” field marshal— but
have put him on a higher pedestal than
Sharif. Certainly, in the US-Iran intermedi-
ation process, this is borne out by Munir’s
visiting Tehran beginning on April 15, while
Sharif, accompanied by Foreign Minister
Ishaq Dar, was relegated to a trip to Saudi
Arabia, Qatar and Turkey, which began on
the same date. The purpose of Sharif and
Daris, inalllikelihood, to keep these coun-
tries briefed on the ongoing US-Iran negoti-
ations. Itisundoubtedly alsoto assuage any
adverse sentiment in their leadership on
account of the profile that Pakistan has be-
cause of its intermediary role. The real ne-
gotiating game is now being handled by
Munir, who may be going to Washington,
There is little doubt that if he does, much
will be made of him there.

Trump's positivity towards Munir is not
new. He is the only military leader who has
been hosted by the US President for talksand
lunch at the White House. It can be argued
that in acknowledging Munir’s status,
Trumpis only recognising the reality of Pak-
istan's political life. But in doing so, Trump
and other US leaders are delivering brutal
blows to Pakistan's ever-weakening demo-
cratic structures. That is not good for Pakis-
tani democracy or regional harmony.

The Pakistan army has always been an
out-and-out promoter of terrorism and in-
stability in the region. This has especially
been so since the early 1990s. It is now
ironic that its chief, who also engineered

his own rise to become Pakistan’s chief of

defence forces, islooked upon by theUS as
the principal intermediary with the Iranian
clerical system. Even if Munir’s contacts
with the Iranian Revolutionary Guards are
important for US-Iran negotiations, was it
necessary for the US to publicly raise his
profile and, by implication, that of the army
atthe cost of Pakistan’s civilian leadership
and elected institutions?

The US's Modi-Munir balanc-
ing act leads to a very troubling
India-specific question. Is the US
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The hyphenation hasno

yearsto maintain its macroeconomicstabil-
ity. That is unlikely to come about because
Pakistan has no appetite to usher in the
necessarystructural changes, which haveto
beginwithreducingthe roleofthearmy. The
army notonly cornersalarge portion of state
resources, but it is also Pakistan’s largest,
though unaccountable and inefficient, con-
glomerate. It will never agree to reduce its
sponging on the country’s resources or stop
feathering the nests of its officers and men.
The importance being accorded to Munir
may whet thearmy’sappetitetocorner more
national resources and put Pakistan's politi-
cal class further on the back foot.

The currentintermediation role that the
US has assigned to Pakistan, and to which
Iran, too, has acquiesced, will undoubtedly
raise its profile and generate a measure of
goodwill forit in West Asia and the larger Is-
lamic world. However, the goodwill bump
can hardly turn into a lasting economic ad-
vantage because of structural infirmities in
the system. This notwithstanding, as partof
the new hyphenation, Pakistan may be ac-
corded alarger security role by the US in West
Asiaand perhaps Afghanistan. Be-
ginning in the 1970s, some of the
Gulfstatesrelied on Pakistaninthe

going to a new variant of the past
India-Pakistan hyphenation? In
reality, the hyphenationisarelic of
history, which has no relevance or
justification now. This is because
India has global weight, while Pak-

relevance now because India
has global weight, while

Pakistan has been struggling

for many years to maintainits
macroeconomic stability

defence sector. Pakistani defence
personnel served as part of their de-
fence forces. Later, this waned, but
Pakistan’s involvement got a boost
when Saudi Arabia entered into a
strategic mutual defence agree-

istan hasbeen struggling for many

Twndia - PaK

ment with it. Under this arrange-

ment, Pakistan hassentfighter aircrafttothe
Abdul Azizairbase in Dhahranand troopsto
the country.

India has major interests in West Asia,
and these demand the skilful enhance-
ment of its security and diplomatic pos-
tures in thisvital region, despite US desires.
This cannot be limited to the UAE only. The
UAE relationship is important, but as im-
ponderables willemerge once the Iran war
isover, Indian economic interests demand
that ties be deepened with all Gulf coun-
tries. That process must begin now. Exter-
nal Affairs Minister S Jaishankar has visited
only the UAE. Why?

The USwill seeka consolidationof India’s
role in the Quad (the Quadrilateral Security
Dialogue comprising India, the US, Japan,
and Australia) as part of its encouragement
to India to play a greater role in the Indo-
Pacific. The problem with this isthat the US's
Indo-Pacific approachesare asubset of its re-
lations with China. It seems that Trump
wantsa rapprochement with Beijing. Inreal-
ity. the Quad is hostage to US-China ties. In
viewof India’s problemswith China, it would
be unwise to rely only on Quad-like struc-
tures to manage the Chinese challenge.

Finally, whilethere isthe constant talk of
ever-greater content in India-US ties, this
country should never forget Christopher
Landau’s plain speaking in March in India -
that the US will not make the same mistake
with Indiaas itdid with China.

The writeris a former diplomat
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Article - 3 :The Institutionalised sluggishness of the legal system

The institutionalised sluggishness of the legal system

or the millions of Indians who have

spent years navigating the labyrinthine

corridors of our legal system, the

courthouse is often a place where hope
goes to languish. While high-profile cases capture
the headlines and move through the docket with
visible momentum, the average citizen finds
himself trapped in a cycle of adjournments and
procedural hurdles that can span generations. We
have reached a point where the phrase “justice
delayed is justice denied” is no longer a warning
but a standard operating procedure.

It's time for the focus to shift away from the
judge holding the gavel and towards the people
standing in the dock. The urgency of judicial
reform in India is not a professional concern for
lawyers or a theoretical exercise for academics; i
is a fundamental human rights crisis that
demands a total reimagining of how the state
delivers on its promise of fairness.

The excruciating wait

The primary grievance of the common person is
the sheer, suffocating weight of pendency. With
over five crore cases currently clogging the
arteries of our courts, the system has become its
own worst enemy. For a layman, the legal process
feels like a black hole where time and money
disappear without a clear horizon for resolution.
This backlog emboldens the lawbreaker and

exh. biding. When a land dispute
take solve, the winner often finds
the victory hollow, having spent more on legal
fees than the property was worth.

The institutionalised sluggishness of the Indian
1hast sformed the pursuit of
rdurance test, giving rise to the
grim observation that “the process is the
punishment.” Unnecessary procedural
bottlenecks and the culture of frequent, and often
frivolous adjournments create a gravitational pull
that keeps cases in limbo for decades, effectively
pping the accused of their dignity, livelihood,
nd social standing long before a verdict is ever
reached. This systemic failure is most visible in
the tragic stories of individuals charged with
grave offences who are eventually acquitted, only
to find their lives in ruins and their prime years
spent behind bars, without compensation.

It is particularly unconscionable that those
charged under stringent anti-terrorism lav such
as the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act
(UAPA), languish in overcrowded prisons without
trial and without the possibility of bail, as the
prima facie evidence standard often makes

Shashi Tharoor

Fourth-term Member
of Parli
(Congress) for
Thiruvananthapuram
(Lok Sabha), and
award-winning author
of 28 books,
including, most
recently, ‘The Sage
Who Reimagined
Hinduism: the Life,
Lessons and Legacy of
Sree Narayana Guru’,
and the Chairman of
the Parliamentary
Standing Committee
for External Affairs
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incarceration the rule rather than the exception.
To uphold the constitutional promise of liberty,
the judiciary must urgently lay down clear,
mandatory guidelines that fix a firm timeline
perhaps no longer than one or two years — within
which the state must either commence
ningful trial or grant the accused bail.

This transition requires a radical embrace of
the 21st century. For too long, our courts have
operated as if they were frozen in the colonial

era, reliant on mountains of physical files, and
the personal presence of litigants who must often
travel hundreds of miles just to hear a new date
for the hearing. The digital revolution that has
transformed how we bank, shop, and
communicate must now also conquer the
judiciary. Artificial Intelligence (A and
data-driven case management are not luxuries,
but necessary tools to dismantle the backlog.
Imagine a system where Al handles the routine
administrativ ling, flags delays, and even ists
in legal rese s their
cognitive energy on the heart of the matter.

Need for inclusivity and accessibility
Howe faster court is only half the battle; we
also require a more inclusive one. Citizens” trust
in the law is deeply tied to whether they see
themselves reflected in the people who interpret
it. The judiciary has long been criticised for being
an insular “old boys’ club,” where the glass ceiling
for women and marginalised communities
1s intact, with too many judges being
relatives of earlier generations of judges. True
reform means breaking these barriers to ensure
that the Bench represents the vast and diverse
tapestry of India. This is not about identity
politics; it is about judicial quality. A Bench that
understands the lived realities of a diverse
population is a Bench that can deliver more
nuanced and empathetic rulings. When a woman
or a person from a historically oppressed
community sits in judgment, she brings a
perspective that enriches the law and makes it
more responsive to the nuances of Indian society.
Beyond the composition of the Bench, there is
the crushing issue of affordability. In its current
form, justice is a luxury good. The cost of hiring
competent counsel and the incidental expenses
of long-term litigation effectively price out a
significant portion of the population. India must
overhaul the legal aid system, transforming it into
a high-calibre institution that offers the poor a
comparable quality of the representation
available to the rich. If the state can provide food
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and education, it must also provide the means for
a citizen to defend their life and liberty.
Furthermore, the geographical centralisation
of our highest courts remains a relic of the past.
The idea that a litigant from south India must
travel to the capital for a final app isan
unnecessary burden. Regional Benches or a more
robust system of virtual hearings for the Supreme
Court would go a long way in making the highest
level of justice a local reality rather than a distant

h these logistical changes lies the
the reform: the preservation of constitutiona
morality and judicial independence. The people
need a judiciary that acts as a fearless referee,
one that can hold the powerful to account
without blinking. This independence is the
bedrock of a functioning democracy. Yet,
independence should not be confused with a lack
of accountability. By opening up the process
through live-str ming of important cases and
clearer criteria for judicial appointments — the
court can rebuild the ‘social contract’ it has with
the people.

A systemic overhaul

The country must stop treating judicial reform as
a series of small, incremental adjustments and

t treating it as a national emergency. The
current state of affairs is a slow-motion

strophe that erodes the rule of law every day.
The people are not looking for grand speeches
ceremonial promises; the; re looking for :
system that works, and is f and fair. We need to
move away from the adversarial culture that
views every k greement as a battle to the
death, toward a culture of resolution. We need
judges who are as comfortable with a computer
screen as they are with a law book, and a legal
profession that values the closing of a case more
than the prolongation of a fee.

As we move towards ‘Viksit Bharat’ 2047, the
measure of our success z ion will not just be
our GDP or our technological prowess, but how
we treat the person seeking justice in our courts.
If we fail to reform, we risk a future where the law
is seen merely as a tool of the powerful rather
than as a shield for the weak.

But if we succeed, we can create a system
where the scales of justice are finally balanced,
ensuring that no Indian is ever again forced to
wait a lifetime for a truth that should have been
delivered in a day. The time for deliberation has
passed; the time for a transformation that puts
the citizen first, is now.
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