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Article - 1 : West Asia deadlock deepens India’s risks
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Article - 2 : 2026 NPT Review Conference ;debates about nuclear sharing
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Article - 3 : Electoral roll purges raise constitutional questions

Electoral roll purges raise constitutional questions

he Election Commission of India (ECI)

has invented the term “logical

discrepancy” to delete voters from the

voters’ list in the recent elections (the
States of Assam, Kerala, Tamil Nadu and West
Bengal, and the Union Territory of Puducherry).
It is alleged that lakhs of voters have been
removed from the voter list in States where
elections have been held recently. Even the
Supreme Court of India's innovative idea of
tribunals could not get these voters back onto the
list, mainly because of the near-total mess created
by the ECI's Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls exercise.

It has been pointed out by many
commentators - including this writer in this daily
that the SIR, as designed by the ECI, is deeply

flawed and, if continued, will result in the
elimination of a very large number of Indian
citizens from the electoral roll. Media reports
indicate an alarming situation, particularly in
West Bengal, where lakhs of genuine citizens have
had their names removed from the electoral roll
and placed under the category of “logical
discrepancies”. The fact is that many of them
were unable to vote in the election/first phase of
the election.

Citizenship as basic requirement

The issue of the elimination of people from the
voter list revolves around the question of
citizenship. Article 326 enjoins that every person
who is a citizen of India and who is not less than
18 years of age and who is not disqualified under
the Constitution or law shall be entitled to be
registered “as a voter at any election”. Thus,
citizenship is the basic requirement for anyone to
be registered as a voter.

The citizenship law is administered by the
Union Home Ministry. Therefore, it is the duty of
the Ministry to announce the list of documents
required to prove the citizenship of Indians.
However, as far as is known, the Ministry has not
issued any such list.

Instead, the ECI announced a list of documents
at the time of initiating the SIR in Bihar. Since
many documents that citizens normally use for
various purposes, such as Aadhaar card, ration
card, and even the photo voter identity card
issued by the ECl itself, were not accepted by the
ECI as proof of citizenship, people began running

Secdion 21 of RPA 1980 4
Rule 25 of Reﬁc‘/si’/tai'«“o-»\
Electors Rulea, 1960 one
cevdral to electoral Aol
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Voter deletions
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Intensive
Revision of
electoral rolls
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over
constitutional
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validity

helter-skelter in search of the documents listed by
the ECL. Many of such documents were hard to
find, especially for rural people who are not in
the habit of preserving such documents. Thus, as
many as 91 lakh voters were removed from the
voter list in West Bengal because they could not
produce the documents that the ECI required to
prove their citizenship

Duty of the Home Ministry

A question of great constitutional significance
arises here. Does the ECI have the power under
Article 324 to determine what documents the
citizens should produce to prove their
citizenship? The simple answer is that such
power is vested in the Union Home Ministry, and
it is the constitutional duty of the Home Ministry
to announce publicly the documents required for
this purpose. The ECI can only verify those
documents while enrolling citizens in the voters
list. Here, the ECI is acting beyond its jurisdiction.
Article 324 does not empower the ECI to usurp
the power of the Home Ministry. But it is
surprising that the Supreme Court did not
address this question when the issue of
documents came before it. It was expected that
the Court would direct the Union government to
announce the list of documents and submit an
affidavit in this regard. Instead, the Court merely
requested the ECI to consider whether the
Aadhaar card could also be counted as a relevant
document.

The SIR has been conducted in the
election-bound States, deviating from the law.
Section 21 in The Representation Of The People
Act, 1950 says that the electoral roll shall be
revised before each general election and before a
bye-election and also in any year as directed by
the ECI. Apart from these the ECI can also
undertake a special revision of the roll of a
constituency or part of it for reasons to be
recorded. Rule 25 of the Registration of Electors
Rules, 1960 explains that the revision can be
done summarily or intensively, which makes it
clear that pre-election revision is summary in
nature and the revision done in any year (when
there is no election coming up) is intensive.

A combined reading of Section 21(2) of The
Representation Of The People Act, 1950, and Rule
25 of the Registration of Electors Rules makes it
clear that only a summary revision of the rules

can be done before the general election or any
bye-election.

The intensive revision can be done at any
other time when elections are not due, the
reason being that such a revision is very
comprehensive and the voters' list needs to be
prepared afresh. It is a very time-consuming
exercise and cannot be done in such a hasty
manner. The SIR conducted by the ECI a couple
of months before the Bihar election, and,
thereafter, in Kerala, Tamil Nadu and West Bengal
is thus a clear deviation from the law and past
practice.

In West Bengal, where the SIR exercise was
absolutely chaotic, over 91 lakh voters have been
removed from the voter list, many of whom have
been placed in the category of “logical
discrepancy”. This categorisation of citizens is
unknown to the election law. The Registration of
Electors Rules, 1960 lays out a detailed scheme
for the preparation of the electoral roll. Besides,
the ECI has issued detailed instructions, one of
which is that the booth-level officers (BLOs)
should distribute enumeration forms to all
existing electors through house-to-house visits.

Rule 8 clearly states that the occupants of the
dwelling houses shall furnish the information
called for to the best of their ability. This should
mean that the ECI will have to accept the
information that the occupants of the house have
collected to the best of their ability. It makes no
sense for the ECI to insist on obtaining
information that, in the normal course, is not
possible to procure, particularly for unlettered
rural people in remote parts of the country. The
fact that 64 lakh voters in Bihar and 91 lakh in
West Bengal were removed from the voters’ list
amply demonstrates the deliberate
non-adherence to this and other rules by the ECL.

An instance of violations

The object of this hastily conducted SIR seems to
be to remove millions of voters from the voters’
list. Media reports suggest that much of these
deletions have been done without giving those
affected a hearing, which is a blatant denial of
natural justice as well as a violation of statutory
provisions. Free and fair elections cannot be
ensured by deviating from or violating the statute.
The justice system in the country cannot
permanently turn a blind eye to it.

1Y ed Election Comwimsnion’s
Speciol Iunlewnive Rewinion 4 wmans
vokw deletions raine sodowvn
Connlifulional quentions oboul
diisz(d}:, Voi’fma Mbl&txs,
wntitutionall Livaits awd natwaald

Ju/s‘tt“ce,.

Facts

ECT uaed the taam “logical
ousoxcpamc,g "’ to detete
votean {)mm elecdonal Aclon
bt (t ir umKmown o
el eckion .

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS



Analytical Crux

The imue o notl mad@ deletion 015 naimes 6Yom vobern Linta 5
The deepen, invue in whether ECI cam decide dtizenstip
docruvments . Aaticle 2326 ar‘u& adult ctizems the N@&—t 2o

be reg wteacd aa volems , while citizewntip Law s handled
495 the Owon Home Mxmt/\a ECT's Aole steudd be of
UWﬁ—fCOIfO'V\,/ nol dcu'divg cilizennhip . Ludemnsive Aevinion
junl ‘oebouw edeckions cam tuan a techwical extrcine Ao

dewvwonalic exclursrtom.-

Verbatim Quotes

“ Free annd 6@(’/& electionr camnnot Le emnuned {:d
de/ut'cbtt“vg éYom 0A \Ifol/octc‘v\a the statute.”

— P.D.T. AoL\aJLH

“ The Jmtl”ce sd/)ltom. n the Cnumb\a Comnol Pu.w\o.wav:t%
tuan a blind eye to t.”

- P.D.T. ACkaJ\g

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS



PSIR & GS2 Daily Brief

The Programme in Political Science and International Relations
emphasize research, critical thinking, and enhances interdiscipllinary
understanding. It provides comprehensive coverage in structured
kKey way for strategic advantage in upsc.

PSIR OPTIONAL FOUNDATION OGP (OPTIONAL GUIDANCE PROGRAM)

The program focuses on Comprehensive coverage of Focus will be on conceptual clarity and building the
the topic mentioned in PSIR Syllabus supplemented with ability of the candidates to interlink static portion with
regular handouts. current developments.

Upcoming Batch: 6th July, 2026 Upcoming Batch: 9th June, 2026

PSIR DYNAMICS ATS (AUGMENTED TEST SERIES)

classes covr national and international developments, converting effort into higher score.

integrated with PSIR syllabus. , ;

Upcoming Batch: 22nd June’ 2026 Upcom|ng Batch: 26th Apn', 2026

O-AWFG (ANSWER WRITING FOCUS GROUP) O-AWFG PRIME

The answer writing program creates discipline and The test series program enhances speed, flow and
enhances skills. It helps studens develop structure, dynamic understanding of the subject.

articulation, coherence, and approach. : . :

Upcoming Batch: 20th April, 2026 Vpcoming Bateh = 20th Aprl, 2020

PYQ Mastery Series

The series focuses on PYQ practice anchored in conceptual clarity and contemporary relevance.
Upcoming Batch: 22 June, 2026

Contact for Mentorship - 9311704432

Telegram: @ | Website: https://academy.forumias.com/
Note: Edit program names/offerings as per the latest ForumlAS schedule.

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS



