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Article - 1 : India has demonstrated strategic autonomy,but its record is not perfect

India has demonstrated strategic
autonomy, butits record is not perfect
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KanTi Baspar

INCE THE Russlan invasion of
Ukraine, Indian officials and
commentators have increas
ingly suggested that India is
should be guided by the concept
of strategic autonomy. What exactly
is strategic autonomy? How would we
know it when we see it? And has it been
good for India?
Former foreign secretary Shyam
the originator of the term “strategic
ranamy Indian discourse, defined
it as “the capacity of a state to take
relatively autonomous decisions on
matters of vital interest”. The words
vital” and “relatively” are important be
cause “not all interests are of a vital na
ture, and in a multi-state landscape, one
cannot ascribe absolute valueto every in
terest”, Put differently, trade-offs and
concessions are inevitable in foreign pol
icy, but not on vital interests.

How would we know what strategic
tonomy actually means for India? Ast
stand, official pronounc ents on it are
largely non-falsifiable Imost any deci
sion can be ascribed to strategic autonomy

Outside of government, Can we assess
India's strategic autonomy? Where has
India made crucial decisions in exte! 1]
andint I policy that run countertothe
demands or expectations of China, the
European Union (EU), Rus: e US?

China has made three key demands on
India, historically abide by the One
China policy (stop shel the Dalai
Lama and Tibetans, no recognition of Tai
wan); settle the border by conceding Aksal
Chin and Arunachal Pradesh: and reject a
US-led containment structure in Asia

India has largely refused to give in to
Chinese demands. It has continued to
shelter the Dalai Lama and Tibetans
While it does not rec se Taiwan diplo
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The EU seemingly has had no very it
ands on India except per
ghts, which

high-stakes der
haps on trade and human «
dia has resisted. More impor
ntly, since 2022, it has
dgered India on the war in
Ukraine. It has repeatedly asked
India to condemn Rus: s in
vasion, mediate between
Ukraine and Russia more ac
tively, reduce its dependence on
Russian oil, and honour interna
tional sanctions on Russia.

Here again, India has resisted
It has never condemned Russia
for the February 2022 invasion. It

er relations
with the island. Despite Chinese bland
ishments and coercion, it has rejected any
al on the border that concedes Aksai
achal Pradesh. On contain r
a's record is more mixed. While
ed containment of
1. it has partnered the US, Japan, and
Australia in the Free and Open Indo
both of which initi publ
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has modestly mediated between Russia
and Ukraine, but not because of E
ures. It has continued to buy Russian oil,
even if its purchases ha
nt months. And sor
nesses may be evading int
tions against Ry
government's knowledge,

Russia's demands on India are not
v known, but we can assume it
strongly urged India to reject Western de

press

been reducedin
Indian busi
rnational sanc
a — with or without the
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mands on the Ukraine war, oil, and sanc

For some critics, being stiff
necked has resulted in rigid
diplomacy and no big-power
friends. Others maintain that
while India has resisted the
bigger powers, it no longer
voices criticisms of them on
behalf of others. It has thereby
lostinfluence globally

vaald e

ns. Has Russia threatened to punish
India in this regard, for instance by with
holding arms sales? It is hard to say. but

Russia probably needs the sales
as much as India. Russian lever
age is therefor

pure
diversify supplies and to take
adva e of affordable prices
over external pressures accounts
for India continuing to buy

The US is the most stringent
test case for Indian strategic au
tonomy. Over the past decade,
the US has demanded that India

uital

eliminate high tariffs on US goods and
ctual property
»p buying Russian oil and reduce arms
ases [rom Russia, commit tobuying
energy, technolo,
products, and preve 3|
American actions such as “
tion™. It has also asked India to curt
lations with Iran (oil purchases and
cooperation, trade and investm:
development of Chabahar port and the
Chabahar-Zahedan rail ink!

Overall, in relation to the US, India has
stuck to its guns. The exceptions are
and Iran policy. India has opposed
abandoning the dollar — though it
is unclear if its opposition was under US
pressure or for its reasons. And on
Iran, it has curtailed relations and, most
recently, avoided condemning the US war
and Israeli actions in Iran and Lebanc

In sum. India has shown a willingness
to defy bigger powers, though its record is
not perfect. For some critics, being stiff
necked has resulted in rigid diplomacy and
no big-power friends. Other critics main
tain that while India has resisted the bigges
powers, it no longer voices criticism:
them on behalfof others (asit used todoin
the heyday of its internationalist diplo
macy). It has thereby lost influence glo
bally. Supporters of India’s diplomacy
e that it wisely practises “multi-align
=nt"”, which means balanced relations
er powers and not giving offence
to them except when its security and wel
fare are directly threatened. As a result,
India is free to focus on its internal econ
omic development,

Who is right? 1swer depends on
arigorous assessment of whether India is
gically friendless and whether that
matters, whether it has lost global in
fluence and whether that matters, and
whether multi-alignment plus stubborn
resistance when it counts has indeed left
India free to focus on the home front to
the benefit of security and welfare.
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Article - 2 : Cost of Asian Disunity and the Middle East crisis
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Article - 3 : Democracy without elections
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Democracy without elections?
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Theorists advocate the forming of citizen assemblies where
members are recruited through random lottery rather than
elections. This method - sortition — is known to have prevailed in

. . . (N N A
ancient Athens, where several public offices were filled by lot since d w /M aM - I O«KJ lAﬁ .

elections were seen as susceptible to the influence of wealth and
elite power,
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UPSC LINK

1. GS-ll 2025: “Energy security constitutes the dominant
kingpin of India’s foreign policy, and is linked with India’s
overarching influence in Middle Eastern countries.” How
would you integrate energy security with India’s foreign policy
trajectories in the coming years?

2. PSIR 2025, Paper Ill: “India continues to invoke its time-
tested policy of strategic autonomy vis-a-vis both the United
States of America and Russia by rejecting US’ offer of
mediation on Kashmir issue and by refusing to criticize Russia
in its ongoing war against Ukraine. Comment.”

3. PSIR 2024, Paper I: “Deliberative democracy seeks to
promote democratic decision making about public issues
among the citizens. Discuss.”

4. GS-Il 2024: “Examine the need for electoral reforms as
suggested by various committees with particular reference to
‘one nation — one election’ principle.”

5. PSIR 2023, Paper ll: “What are the challenges and
limitations in India - Iran relations?” and “Discuss the
significance of ‘West Asia Quad’ in the light of India’s ‘Look
West’ policy.”
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The Programme in Political Science and International Relations
emphasize research, critical thinking, and enhances interdiscipllinary
understanding. It provides comprehensive coverage in structured
kKey way for strategic advantage in upsc.

PSIR OPTIONAL FOUNDATION OGP (OPTIONAL GUIDANCE PROGRAM)

The program focuses on Comprehensive coverage of Focus will be on conceptual clarity and building the
the topic mentioned in PSIR Syllabus supplemented with ability of the candidates to interlink static portion with
regular handouts. current developments.

Upcoming Batch: 6th July, 2026 Upcoming Batch: 9th June, 2026

PSIR DYNAMICS ATS (AUGMENTED TEST SERIES)

classes covr national and international developments, converting effort into higher score.

integrated with PSIR syllabus. , ;

Upcoming Batch: 22nd June’ 2026 Upcom|ng Batch: 26th Apn', 2026

O-AWFG (ANSWER WRITING FOCUS GROUP) O-AWFG PRIME

The answer writing program creates discipline and The test series program enhances speed, flow and
enhances skills. It helps studens develop structure, dynamic understanding of the subject.

articulation, coherence, and approach. : . :

Upcoming Batch: 20th April, 2026 Vpcoming Bateh = 20th Aprl, 2020

PYQ Mastery Series

The series focuses on PYQ practice anchored in conceptual clarity and contemporary relevance.
Upcoming Batch: 22 June, 2026

Contact for Mentorship - 9311704432

Telegram: @ | Website: https://academy.forumias.com/
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