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Context

Facts

Article - 1 : In a shifting world order, five principles should guide India’s diplomacy

India should follow

five principles in diplomacy :

reciprocity , diversification,

strategic flexibility,

strategic expansion and

domestic renewal .

· India-UAE ties includea India-Africa ties emphasize

security , logistics , food on youth , markets and

security & technology. critical minerals.

* Europe-central to India for capital , markets,

technology and green energy.
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

India's diplomacy must be practical , not slogan-driven.
India should stand with trusted partners , diversify
towards Europe , stay flexible between competing power
blocs and expand towards Africa . The main concern

is that foreign policy cannot succeed without
domestic reform .

India's global rise depends on both

external balancing and internal renewal.

"In foreign policy , there is no substitute for nurturing
trusted partnerships even while seeking new

opportunities .
"

- c
. Raja Mohan

"For India , the emphasis must remain on pragmatic

pursuit of interests rather than vacuous ideological
"

slogans.
- c

. Raja Mohan
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Context

Facts

Article - 2: The new Geoeconomic landscape - Three scenarios for west Asian conflict

The West Asian conflict

and uncertainty around the

Strait of Hormuz can distrub

energy , fertilizers , shipping , food

security , industrial supply
chains and India's growth .

· one-fifth of global energy
④ The Gulf accounts for 50 %

supplies par through the of global sulfar & one-third

Strait of Hormenz. of global helium exports.

· More than 45 million people could face acute

hunger if conflict extends through Jane 2026.
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

West Asia is no longer an oil centre , it is also a hub

for fertilizers , sulfar , helium , shipping , finance and

technology-linked supply chains. Therefore , a conflict
around Hormuz can become a global inflation , food

security and industrial crisis. For India
,
the energy

security , fertilizer access , shipping costs and rupee

stability are foreign policy concerns . There , strategic
autonomy is not just diplomatic language ; it is an
economic survival need.

"Geopolitical conflicts don't create fragility but
rather expose pre-existing structural weaknesses.

The structural dependence built over decades

cannot be reversed in years .
"

- Presna Gandhi

"The West Asian Conflict , thus , is not only a fossil fuel
shock but hinders energy transition causing stagflation

- Prerna Gandhidriven by supply-sid pressures .

"



PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS

Context

Facts

Article - 3 : Busan to Beijing-What Trump’s visit to China means

Trump's China visit

may shape US-China rivalry

on tariffs, rare earths. AI

Chips , Taiwan
,
Iran and

global trade stability.

④· The US expects a structured China wants a stable

trade framework , rare earth trade environment ,

predictable tariffs andcommitments
,
a 500 Boeing

aircraft deal I agricultural market access for EV

imports. makers like BYD.

· Issues in US-China talks-rare earths
,
Al

chips , tariffs and Taiwan .
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Analytical Crux

US-China rivalry is fought through tariffs , chips,

lare earths
,
sanctions and Taiwan . The summit is

taking place amid the US-Iran was , closure of

Strait of Hormuz , Russia-Ukraine war and US-China

tariff control. China's strength comes from its control

over critical minerals and its handling of the West

Asia energy shock . The US has technological and

financial power , but its image has weakened due

to the Iran Crisis.
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1. GS-II 2025: “Energy security constitutes the dominant kingpin of  
India’s foreign policy, and is linked with India’s overarching influence 
in Middle Eastern countries.” How would you integrate energy 
security with India’s foreign policy trajectories in the coming years? 

2. PSIR Paper II 2025: “Explain the non-traditional security threats in 
the context of  food and environmental crises.” 

3. PSIR Paper II 2025: “The tariff  threats have pushed India and the 
European Union closer. Evaluate the India-EU partnership.” 

4. GS-II 2024: “The West is fostering India as an alternative to reduce 
dependence on China’s supply chain and strategically to counter 
China’s political and economic dominance.” Explain this statement 
with examples. 

5. PSIR Paper II 2023: “Discuss the significance of  ‘West Asia Quad’ 
in the light of  India’s ‘Look West’ policy.” 

6. PSIR Paper II 2023: “Discuss the major drivers of  India’s interests 
in Africa.”




