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Article - 1 : Just war, power balance and modern conflict

Just war; power balance and modern conflict

lexander Pope’s famous line, “Now
Europe balanc’'d, neither side prevails:
For nothing’s left in either of the
scales”, reminds us that peace without
war is perhaps best achieved when there is a
balance of power. Hugo Grotius’s concept of a just
war was swallowed by the ambiguities of
international law and the realpolitik of national
self-interest. Special treaties of 1815 and 1839
guaranteed Switzerland and Belgium protection
from attack but provided less protection for the
latter. The Hague Convention Il of 1907
established procedures requiring a formal
declaration of war or an ultimatum before
hostilities could begin. The Covenant of the
League of the Nations (Article 12(1)) believed that
antecedent arbitration or judicial settlement and
a three month cooling period would obviate war.
The Kellogg-Briand Pact (1928) condemned
recourse to war and to settle controversies which
were prescripted to be achieved by pacific means.

The issue of ‘self defence”
There are ambiguities in Article 2(4) of the United
Nations Charter which, in one interpretation,
invalidate the “threat or use of force (not war)”
against the territorial integrity or political
independence of a state. Was this too limited?
Certainly, ‘self defence’ finds a prominent place
in Article 51 of the UN Charter to recognise an
“inherent right of individual or collective self
defence ..... (against) armed attack”.

There are textual differences on anticipatory
self defence against any imminent danger of
al’!..ick The words of the French text invokes this
the word “dans le cas ott un Membre est
Iobjet d’une agression armée” to support the right
to self defence before the attack, unlike the
Spanish: ‘ien caso de ataque armada’, suggesting,
as in the English, self defence if the armed attack
occurs. This has direct relevance to the U.S.
aggression against Iran and Tehran’s right of self
defence. Article 51 should not be seen as an
exception to Article 2(4) seeking to abolish war.

No doubt, collective defence treaties such as
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (N/\I())
are permitted under Article 53, which. turn,
allows NATO to trigger collective self-defence
under Article 5 if a member is attacked. This fully
explains the remonstrance of NATO countries not
to join U.S. President Donald Trump: “This is not
our war”. However, the United Kingdom
provided support to America through the use of
its bases, while Spain denied the U.S. the use of
its airspace.

This bilateral attack by the U.S. and Israel on
Iran was justified by claims that Iran wa:
developing a nuclear bomb, even though its
nuclear facilities had been open to international
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inspection. But the U.S. and Israel want Iran to
become defenceless and surrender all its missi
and weaponry as well. If any country should do
this, it should be Israel.

The realities of just wars have been diluted out
of any respectable meaning with the fall of the
Soviet Union. The balance-of-power protections
outlined in Pope’s poem have disappeared. The
nub of all this is the concept of anticipatory self
defence which the U.S. unswervingly has used in
its attack on Vietnam, Libya, Afghanistan, Iraq,
Venezuela, and now Iran. Under the doctrine of
state responsibility, the U.S. used any excuse to
retaliate against the Latin American states in the
19th century il zens were threatened
claiming that international law sanctioned these
because it had the ‘responsibility’ to protect its
citizens.

In the famous Caroline incident of 1837, where
an American ship was smashed over the Nia,
Falls, the British claimed self defence. America’s
Daniel Webster (lawyer and diplomat)
contemporarily warned against its unchecked
disproportionate uses. For Mr. Trump, no law has
any meaning. America can no longer claim its
role as the peacekeeper of the world.

The West Asia war

But let us turn to the West Asia war. ael”
pretence of self-defence against the state of Iran is
thin. Its responses in Gaza, Iran, Lebanon and
Syria involve territorial .l;._p.rc ion and are illegal
and genocidal. Mr. Trump’s imperialism is guided
by Israel. One recalls seeing a T-shirt in Jerusalem
with the legend: “Don’t worry America, Israel is
behind you”. It is difficult to understand how
survivors of the Holocaust can inflict such
inhumane violence.

At the root of the conflict are three important
aspects. The first, the Gulf countries have never
had the military prowess to defend thi oil
interests, property and the excessive lifestyle of
governing elites. ia was broken into a
number of nations whose milil defence came
from imperial nations — earlier from England,
and now America. In this helpless situation, they
are unlikely to give up their defence
arrangements with the U.S. even though its
lead: or even populace do not want adverse
relations with neighbouring Iran. They are
cautious. Eventually, they will side with the U.S.
after Iran’s counterattack on their military and
energy installations and on the opening of the
Strait of Hormuz.
Second, the U.S. wants to control, with the
Strait firmly under its control. This is the third
phase objective of the ‘undeclared’ war after the
first and second phases of the war targeted
military and then energy recourses. Mr. Trump

wants a negotiated unilateral surrender though
his objectives change by the day. If the Strait
be released from Iran’s control, a limited aerial
and a ground attack on Kharg Island and
southern Iran will alter the war irretrievably.

The third question concerns who will be
responsible for the reconstruction of Iran after
the conflict ends, and whether reparations will be
provided by the U.S., or by China and Russia, to
restore the country and the balance of power.

The talks i lamabad/Pakistan were bound to
The con nalities of both parties were
incompatible. The only issue that should have
been discussed was the limited logisti
ceasefire. Other 1es did not have a *
answer. Each i
by step in later meetings. Nuclear cncrgy i
resolvable by oversight. Iran was open to
inspection buz this was, defeated in Mr. Trump's

i H les altogether is
unreasonable for either side.

Reducing America’s military presence in the
Gulf and West Asia will take time and require a
multi-lateral meeting of the Gulf states. The
answer to the Strait of Hormuz is neither Mr.
Trump’s impending war, nor a negotiation
between America and Iran. It requires a
multilateral discussion initiated by the United
Nations or a consortium of natiol including all
affected countries, including China, not just
Pakistan as a proxy. They have to join the peace
ir tive anew. Otherwise it is Munich of 1938 all
over again. Pakistan has played its part. A wider
initiative is needed to look for a solution not
thwarted by conditionalities, proxies, or Mr.
Trump’s mood and zeal for war.

People and a moral voice

The UN has become meaningless as a peace
keeper. Perhaps Mr. Trump wants to lead a
U.S.-aligned international council that includes
participation from some Gulf countries. We are
also witnessing the WTO, which was created to
defend America’s imperial economic interest,
descending into chaos along with climate change
treaties.

The post-World War Il which envisaged a
human rights-based democratic order has been
exposed moral facade for global predation
and has failed to protect people humanely, while
providing moral excuses for imperial actors. Too
many are created in the name of democracy
and human rights.

But to return to the concept of a just war,
unsupported by a balance of power to preserve

world peace: the concept of a just war has
become meaningless except as a much-needed
moral voice. This moral voice rests with the
people of the world — all of us, no( our rulers.
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Article - 2:At India-Nordic summit, turn

At India-Nordic Summit, turn historica

THAROORTHINK

BY SHASHI THAROOR

SPRIME MINISTER Narendra

Modiarrives in Oslo next week

forthe forthcoming India-Noe

dic Summit, the visit carries the

welght of a long-overdue diplo
matic milestone, This is the first time an In
dian Prime Minister has set foot on Norwe
wan soll since Indira Gandhi's visit in June
1983 ap of over four decades that belie
the profound, if often understated, historical
and contemporary linkages between our two
nations. From the linguistic resonances of
the word sambandh (connection) in Hindi
and sambarid in Norwegian, to the pioneer
ing fisheries projects of the 1950s, the reots
ol this relationship run deep. Yet, as the
Prime Minister joins his counterparts from
Denmuark, Finland, Iceland. Norway, and
Sweden, the agenda is less about nostalg
and more about astrategic recalibration to
wards a partnership of the future.

The Nordic region, oft viewed
through the prism of its exceptional social
models and tranquil landscapes, has
emerged as a powerhouse of specialised
technology and capital. For an India navi
gating a volatile global order, the "Nordic
way " offers more than just inspiration: it
offers concrete solutions 1o the most press
ing challenges of our century. The Oslo
Summit represents a pivot from traditional
diplomacy toward a “Green Strategic Part
nership” that spans the blue economy, re
newable energy. and deep-tech innovation.

Norway occuples a unigue position in
this constellation. It was among the first
countriesto recognise an independent India
in 1947, and our developmental journey has
been quictly intertwined ever since. Inthe
early 1950s, Norway launched its first-ever
International development programme in
Kerala. This ploneering Initiative, focused
on modernising fisheries and introducing
motorised boats, was a hallmark of the
Nehru-Gerhardsen era. It Is a testament to

the project’s success that its legacy lives on
through the National Institute of Fisheries
Post Harvest Technology and Tralning (NIF
PHATT), remaining a vital part of Kerala's
coastal econormy.

Today. the opportunity exists to replicate
this model of localised excellence by deep
ening cooperation with selected Indian
states — such as Kerala, Tamil Nadu, and Gu
jarat — that possess the coastal or industrial
infrastructure to absorb Norwegian expert
ise. The econotnic logic foradecper engage
ment is now irrefutable, especially following
the landmuark EF India Trade and Econ
omic Partnership Agreement (TEPA). This
agreement ks a gaume-changer, committing
EFTAcountries — including Norway —toa
target of $100 billion In Investments in India
over the next 15 years, Central to this will be
the role of the Government Pension Fund
Global, Norway's sovereign wealth fund. As
one of the world’s larg Investors, lts in:
creased exposure to the Indian
muarket would not only provide the

cornernstone of our strategic complement
arfty. Norway ‘stechnology in offshore wind,
green shipping corridors, and carbon cap
JCS) is a perfect match for
Indla’s scale and manpower. As India secks
to decarbonise its heavy industries, the Nor
weglan experience in the circular economy
and renewable energy offers a viable road
map. Our collaboration on green shipping
corridors, in particular, could revolutionise
maritime trade, muaking the “blue economy”™
i Sust ble engine for growth. The poten
tial for Norway to assist in scaling up India’s
hydrogen missson or providing speclalised
maritime competence Is immense.

Furthermore, the Arctic-Indlan Ocean
linkage is a burgeoning frontier for sclentific
cooperation. The Arctic and the Indian
Ocean are no longer disparate geographles:
they are ecologically and strategically linked
by thescience of climate change. demanding
ashared response. India's interest in the Arc
tic Is not merely academic: the
melting of polar kce has direct con

long-term patient capital required — Ar 4 time when the turbulence Sequences for the Indian monsocon

for India’s Infrastructure but also
signal a vote of confidence in our
economic trajectory.

One hopesthe Prime Min

of the Trumpian era has
unsettled global norms, India  key Arctic Council member, India
ter's and the Nordic countries cal

and our food security. By
strengthening ties with Norway.

enhance its polar research ca

discussions in Oslo will pave the share a common interest pabilities and contribute to global
wary for more direct institutional in of, e climate monitoring
vestment into India’s burgeoning in defending world order This scientific synergy is

green-tech and manufacturing sec
tors. Enengy security remains the

underpinned by a shared commit
ment to multilateralism, the rule

sambandh into future partnership

of law, and a democratic world order

values that resonate strongly in both New
Delhi and Oslo. Indin's relations with the
rdic countries remain an under-ex
ploited asset inour forelgn policy. We have
no major disputes dividing us, and the few
Irritants that have arlsen — such as Den

‘s controversial cus

ision involving an Indian child

rooted in cultural incomprebension of prac

tices like eating with one’s hands — should
be seen ay episodic incidents rather than
ural obstacles. The misunderstand

Ings over these matters linger, but thelr po

tency has been defused, and they are best
resolved through sustained dialogue and a
willingness to appreciate cultural differ

ences. Beyond such episodes, the potential
for partnership is immense. Scandinavia's
reputation for soclal innovation, green tech

nology, and democratic resilience ali
well with India's own aspirations for inclus

ive growth and sustainable development

At atime whenthe turbulence of the Trum

has unsettled global norms, India
share a common
interest in defending world order and sta

bility. Making common cause with them
would not only diversify India's diplomatic
portfolio but also strengthen our voice in
shaping a multipolar system that values
faimess, cooperation. and rules-based gov

emance. Theopportunity is clear: Totrans

form a relationship free of major conflicts
into one of purposetul collaboration.

As the leaders gather in Oslo, they will
find that the complementarity is striking.
Norway has the specialised competence:
Inclia has the scale to drive global solutions.
From the historic church of St Olav inSeram
poee to the high-tech shipyards of the pres
ent, the journey of India and Norway has
been one of quiet, steady growth, Forty-three
years after the last prime ministerial visit, the
Oslo Summit is the moment to transtorm
this historical sambandh into a trans
formative strategic alliance for the 21st cen
tury. The nocthern lights may be distant from
the troplcs, but the horizons we scek are in
creasingly one and the same.

The writer 1s a fourth-tarm Member of Parkiamant
(Lok Sabha) for Thiruvananthapuram and
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Article - 3 : SIR-Three doctrinal questions awaiting Supreme Court

W el Whether the

SIR: Three doctrinal questions SI’ ecial Tutewnive Revinion

awaiting the Supreme Court
The risk is that a future Commission, perceiving an institutional 06 d&CiO/\a‘Q/ )\OLQA v G

lemplate, treats every ex ante violation of statute as repairable
through ex post supervision.

1:19 PM Bar-g Bench Signin  Subscribe X

Latest Legal News News v Dealstreet Viewpoint v Columns v Interviews v Law School

’@MM admivuntirative
exercine oA a Hueadt Po
tre Countitutional N“akt

06 voter Aea Atration.

Facts

B Section 21(2) of RPA, 1950 [ Seckion 21 (3D- special revirion

oowr pajodic AeUVIAIOMN . cﬁwx reanenns o be recoaded

. SIR (w B?/V\aaQ, d.el et ed- a1,02, ST7T7 hnames, OA ||.887.
og He pre— sewinien electorate.

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS



Analytical Crux

The question » nol obout voter - Lint correelion ; L s
oboul the wnolwe of Iudianm democracy . If am e)u'/s‘tm.a
votew {an o prove &ﬂxgiéih";ta a,aaiw , e bunden stufs
6vow\ the State 1o the catizen. Thysr weoKenr natwial
Justice amd coam tuan uott“vg ﬁrow\ a Constitutioned
evtitlemend (o om  adwidnistrative (ScwouA. The election
mmgww.t rmunl  Aemadin  aule - bound , hhanwsparent
omd. MBLJA- baned , otherwine demonatic ﬂcat‘i:i mocy
becomes weak.

Verbatim Quotes

" Sp&daL Tultewnsive Reuvinfon appeorn nowhere 1\ the
parent ptatute Thin Iraue (n whethen volew Aofda
crne a cowmnlitutioval commamd ox a A‘tatu.;to%

ervtctlement Controlled {oa He exeetive.”

— Uedoanl C,hwd(/\,a/\g omed HaxdiK MaliK

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS



UPSC LINK

1. GS-ll 2025: “Energy security constitutes the dominant
kingpin of India’s foreign policy, and is linked with India’s
overarching influence in Middle Eastern countries.”

2. GS-1l 2025: “The reform process in the United Nations
remains unresolved, because of the delicate imbalance of East
and West and entanglement of the USA vs. Russo-Chinese
alliance.”

3. GS-lll 2025: “What is Carbon Capture, Utilization and Storage
(CCUS)? What is the potential role of CCUS in tackling climate
change?”

4. PSIR-1 2025: “There is a debate on the procedure for
appointment of the Chief Election Commissioner and Election
Commissioners to the Election Commission of India. Analyse its
various aspects.”

5. GS-ll 2024: “Examine the need for electoral reforms as
suggested by various committees with particular reference to
‘one nation — one election’ principle.”

6. PSIR-Il 2023: “What are the challenges and limitations in
India-Iran relations?”
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PSIR & GS2 Daily Brief

The Programme in Political Science and International Relations
emphasize research, critical thinking, and enhances interdiscipllinary
understanding. It provides comprehensive coverage in structured
kKey way for strategic advantage in upsc.

PSIR OPTIONAL FOUNDATION OGP (OPTIONAL GUIDANCE PROGRAM)

The program focuses on Comprehensive coverage of Focus will be on conceptual clarity and building the
the topic mentioned in PSIR Syllabus supplemented with ability of the candidates to interlink static portion with
regular handouts. current developments.

Upcoming Batch: 6th July, 2026 Upcoming Batch: 9th June, 2026

PSIR DYNAMICS ATS (AUGMENTED TEST SERIES)

classes covr national and international developments, converting effort into higher score.

integrated with PSIR syllabus. , ;

Upcoming Batch: 22nd June’ 2026 Upcom|ng Batch: 26th Apn', 2026

O-AWFG (ANSWER WRITING FOCUS GROUP) O-AWFG PRIME

The answer writing program creates discipline and The test series program enhances speed, flow and
enhances skills. It helps studens develop structure, dynamic understanding of the subject.

articulation, coherence, and approach. : . :

Upcoming Batch: 20th April, 2026 Vpcoming Bateh = 20th Aprl, 2020

PYQ Mastery Series

The series focuses on PYQ practice anchored in conceptual clarity and contemporary relevance.
Upcoming Batch: 22 June, 2026

Contact for Mentorship - 9311704432

Telegram: @ | Website: https://academy.forumias.com/
Note: Edit program names/offerings as per the latest ForumlAS schedule.
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