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Article - 1 : Look beyond strategic autonomy, & closer at the Quad possibility

Lookbeyondstrategicautonomy,and  FelTA Vel Toclia showld rettunk,
closer atthe Quad possibility
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RAJAMANDALA
BY C RAJA MOHAN

HOSE IN Delhi who are antsy

about US President Donald

Trump’s visit to Beijing and the

prospect of a Sino-American

détente should be even more
worried as Xi Jinping serenades Vladimir
Putin in Beijfing this week. Those perennially
anxious about a G-2 between the US and
China should worry even more about
China'sdeepening partnershipwith Russia
One of the core arguments for Russia’s cen-
trality in India’s national strategy is that it
serves as a balancing power in Eurasia. But
the Eurasian story ofthe last quarter-century
is about Russia’s growing bonds with China
— India’s principal challenge in both econ-
omic and geopolitical terms

If Trump’s visit was about movingthe US
from confrontation to stabilisation of ties
with China, Putin’s is about celebrating the
strategic partnership unveiled 25 years ago.
Since Putin’s invasion of Ukraine in 2022
Russia has become even more dependent on
China. What do the two pilgrimages to Beij-
ing mean for India?

First, Indiashould not be rattled by every
shift in great-power relations. Since World
War 11, relations among the US, China and
Russia have changed repeatedly, often viol-
ently. Taken in pairs, they have been allies,

friends, enemies and frenemies at different
moments. Dealing with that change is pan
ofthe national mandate

Second, the real challenge forIndiais ad-
dressing the consequences of China's rise
and assertion. Since the 1980s, China’s
relative power — economic, technological
and military — has grown rapidly against
everyother actor inthe system. For India the
problemisespecially acute: Along, disputed
and tension-prone boundary: Beijing’s grow-
ing influence in India's neighbourhood: an
expanding Chinese footprint in global insti-
tutions; and a trade deficit now above $110
billion, rooted in India’sdeepening depend-
ence on Chinese manufactured goods.

Third, the answer lies partly in acceler-
ating India’sown rise. Shifts in great-power
relations, the emergence of wars and global
crises — these are variables India cannot
control. What it can drive is its own mod-
ernisation. Although India has performed
well on several fronts in the reform era that
began in the early 1990s, its uneven scope
and unsteady pace mean the gap with
China is growing. China's economy istoday
five times larger, and the disparity in higher
education, R&D, technology and military
capability is widening.

Fourth, India cannot close the gap with
China anytime soon, but it can reduce the
impact of the power imbalance
through external cooperation that
reinforces internal self-
strengthening. Much like China

Shifts in great-power
relations, the emergence of

India has turned to the West for  wars and global crises

capital, export markets, technology
and regional security. Since the
1990s, engagement with the US
and Europe has grown rapidly
Elevation ofthat engagement to

are variables India cannot
control. What it can driveisits

own modernisation

higher levels is obstructed by an enduring
suspicion of the US and the West in the In-
dian political mind. across Left and Right

Anti-imperialists and nativists alike have
long united in limiting significant Western
cooperation. It is this sentiment that gives
sustenance to the idea of “strategic auton-
omy” —aterm framed as neutral, but whose
political content has always been about
maintaining distance from the West. If the
US and Europe were the problem, the
answer was seen as lying in deeper ties with
Russia and China, bilaterally, trilaterally and
in multilateral forums.

Thisdiscourse, constructed in the 1990s
has runintoa fundamental problem: An as-
sertive China has become India's principal
challenge, Russia has become rising China's
most important partner, and India’s stakes
in Western partnership have grown enor-
mously. You may say the USunder Trumpis
unreliable — but it is not occupying Indian
territory. It is India’s largest export market. a
major source of technology. and hometoan
influential diaspora.

Consider this number: India exports
more goodstothe Netherlands — a country
of 19 million people — than to China and
Russia combined. There is no starker illus-
tration of how far Indian strategic discourse
has drifted from basic economic reality
While Russia and China dominate
India’s mindspace, the Nether-
lands and other small but impor-
tant European partners barely fig-
these ureinindia'sdebates. Independent
India, which long privileged the
Russian partnership over Euro-
pean ones, is now making amends.

The Indian discourse may have
acquired “strategic autonomy
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fromthe imperatives onthe ground, but the
government has had nochoice but to recon-
nect foreign policy to first principles, re-
flected in the fact that India fought to pre-
serve its trade relationship with the US, has
pushed hard foratrade deal withthe EU,and
has focussed on deeper technology cooper-
ation with both in the last two years.

Hosting the Quad foreign ministers
meeting early next week follows the same
logic. The Quad'’s revival a decade ago was
rooted in the need to build a multipolar Asia
amid intensifying challenges from China
One Trump visit to Beijing does not alter that
imperative. Over the last decade, several
voices in Delhi warned that the Quad would

entrap” India in a military alliance against
China andinsisted onslow-walking it. Many
ofthe same voices now say the USisabout to

‘abandon” India. The government hastaken
amore measured view and has actively sus-
tained several rounds of official consulta-
tions with Quad partners.

The enthusiasm to write obituaries for
the Quad may be both premature and exces
sive. The visit of Secretary of State Marco
Rubio — who also serves as Trump's Na-
tional Security Adviser — provides a valu-
able opportunity toget a first-hand account
of the US-China summit, assess Washing-
ton'schanging approach toalliances, and de-
velop a productive and sustainable agenda
forthe Quad
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Analytical Crux

Tndias foreign policy debate shifls from ofd ideolegical
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Article - 2 : Ocean governance and the exclusion of Global South seafarers
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Analytical Crux
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Article - 3 : The constitution abolished untouchability, so why does law need spectators
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The Constitution abolished 0 enKi wa cente bumiliation

untouchability, so why does law
still need spectators? under sthe Sc¢/sT act 1o ™ public

Over time, anti-atrocity jurisprudence appears to have developed
a troubling dependence on visibilily.
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UPSC LINK

1. PSIR 2025, Paper I: “Write a note on the Dalit perspective of Indian
National Movement.”

2. PSIR 2025, Paper I: “Caste remains a vital axis for political mobilisation in
India. How would the caste census address the aspirations of people? Discuss.”

3. PSIR 2025, Paper 1I: “India continues to invoke its time-tested policy of
strategic autonomy vis-a-vis both the United States of America and Russia by
rejecting US’ offer of mediation on Kashmir 1ssue and by refusing to criticize
Russia 1n 1ts ongoing war against Ukraine. Comment.”

4. PSIR 2025, Paper II: “India maintains strong ties with countries that will
assure a free and open Indo-Pacific and guarantee greater connectivity with rest
of the world. Analyze.”

5. GS Paper I1, 2024: “The West 1s fostering India as an alternative to reduce
dependence on China's supply chain and as a strategic ally to counter China's
political and economic dominance. Explain this statement with examples.”

6. GS Paper 11, 2023: “Sea 1s an important component of the Cosmos’.
Discuss 1n the light of the above statement the role of the IMO (International
Maritime Organisation) in protecting environment and enhancing maritime
safety and security.”
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PSIR & GS2 Daily Brief

The Programme in Political Science and International Relations
emphasize research, critical thinking, and enhances interdiscipllinary
understanding. It provides comprehensive coverage in structured
kKey way for strategic advantage in upsc.

PSIR OPTIONAL FOUNDATION OGP (OPTIONAL GUIDANCE PROGRAM)

The program focuses on Comprehensive coverage of Focus will be on conceptual clarity and building the
the topic mentioned in PSIR Syllabus supplemented with ability of the candidates to interlink static portion with
regular handouts. current developments.

Upcoming Batch: 6th July, 2026 Upcoming Batch: 9th June, 2026

PSIR DYNAMICS ATS (AUGMENTED TEST SERIES)

classes covr national and international developments, converting effort into higher score.

integrated with PSIR syllabus. , ;

Upcoming Batch: 22nd June’ 2026 Upcom|ng Batch: 26th Apn', 2026

O-AWFG (ANSWER WRITING FOCUS GROUP) O-AWFG PRIME

The answer writing program creates discipline and The test series program enhances speed, flow and
enhances skills. It helps studens develop structure, dynamic understanding of the subject.

articulation, coherence, and approach. : . :

Upcoming Batch: 20th April, 2026 Vpcoming Bateh = 20th Aprl, 2020

PYQ Mastery Series

The series focuses on PYQ practice anchored in conceptual clarity and contemporary relevance.
Upcoming Batch: 22 June, 2026

Contact for Mentorship - 9311704432

Telegram: @ | Website: https://academy.forumias.com/
Note: Edit program names/offerings as per the latest ForumlAS schedule.
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