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Context

Facts

Article - 1 : BRICS in a Fractured Order - Observer Research Foundation

BRICS is trying
to remain a useful forum

for dialogue & global

governance reform even

when its members are

divided by conflicts such

as the West Asia Crisis .

· The BRICS foreign ministers' meeting was held on

14 and 15
may in New Delhi.

· The agenda had three sessions : global and regional
developments ; BRICS &20 ; and reform of global
governance and the multilateral system.



PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS

Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

BRICS as an institution is not like NATO or any security
alliance. Its value lies in Keeping rival states inside one

diplomatic room .
The absence of a Joint Declaration shows its

limits
,
but the continuation of dialogue shows its strength.

At present emerging power platforms work through pragmatic
consensus

,
not ideological unity . BRICS is becoming a forum

for reforming global governance , even if it cannot resolve
hard security conflicts.

"BRICS was fundamentally conceived as a consensus-based

platform for emerging economies . It was not designed as a collective

security arrangement requiring absolute political alignment .
"

"Now broader in both scopeI membership, the grouping appears
to be navigating a shifting global order & growing internal

complexities through isue-based cooperation and sustained

diplomatic engagement ."
- Heena Makhija and Sandra Thachirickal Pratap
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Context

Facts

Article - 2 : Continental Asia and the rise of  Portfolio politics

States across

Continental Asia are not

choosing one great-power

camp but building different

partnerships for different
sectors like energy , security,

trade
,
minerals and

connectivity.

④ It's moving beyond old · Pakistan's IMF-CPEC-

"

Central Asia" & "New Washington example of
Great Game" frames to constrained states

portfolio politics . practising portfolio politics.

* Continental Asia-overland space from Turkiye to China .
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

Small and middle powers are not pansive objects of great-power

rivalry . Continental Asian states are using geography , sanctions

& connectivity pressures to create room for choice . They do not
want one camp ; they want different partners for different
needs. This is not old-style hedging but a more confident ,
sector-wise foreign policy. The "portfolio politics" is a

strong notion for landlocked I transit dependent states.

"Great game language overstates rivally and swing-state

language overstates alignment . "Multivectorism , a doctrine
coined in the 1990s by Nursultan Nazarbayev , became an

effective strategy for continental states ."

"The States of Continental Asia are being creative and

entrepreneurial . They ar redefining geography of the

region in the process . They ar doing this out of
confidence , not fear .

"

- Jennifer B. Murtazashvili
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Context

Facts

Article - 3 : Iran as Vietnam , Ukraine as Korea

There is a

historical comparison

that the Iran conflict

may end like Vietnam ,

through an unstable

compromise , while the

Ukraine was may end

like Korea , through a

frozen armistice .

· Nuclear brinkmanship · All four wass

appears in Korea, involved disputes

Vietnam
,
Ukraine & among allies , not

Inan . only enemies.
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

Wars do not end when one side wishes to exit ; they end

when battlefield structure , domestic pressure I alliance

politics make a settlement unavoidable . Iran , like

Vietnam
, may produce a compromise that postpones the

core question . Ukraine , like Korea , may freeze frontline
and turn was into guarded peace. Nuclear threats may
not lead to nuclear use

,
but they increase attraction

of nuclear weapons for insecure states.

"The US-Israeli war on Iran is likely to conclude

like the Vietnam war did in 1973 . Because structures

constrain policymakers' choices and they started to

negotiate to end the war on the basis of the status

quo ante .

"

- Gideon Rose
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1. 2025 GS Paper II: “The reform process in the United Nations remains 
unresolved, because of the delicate imbalance of East and West and 
entanglement of the USA vs. Russo-Chinese alliance.” Examine and 
critically evaluate the East-West policy confrontations in this regard.
 
2. 2024 GS Paper II: “Critically analyse India’s evolving diplomatic, 
economic and strategic relations with the Central Asian Republics (CARs) 
highlighting their increasing significance in regional and global 
geopolitics.” 

3. 2024 PSIR Paper II: “The expansionist tendencies of the current 
Russian regime indicate its intentions for the realisation of a Greater 
Russia on the lines of the Soviet era. Comment.” 

4. 2023 GS Paper II: “‘Virus of Conflict is affecting the functioning of 
the SCO.’ In the light of the above statement point out the role of India in 
mitigating the problems.” 

5. 2023 PSIR Paper II: “Discuss the various constraints on American 
hegemony today. Which of these are likely to become more prominent in 
the future?”




