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Article - 1 : Today, India and US interests are not easily aligned

Today, Indiaand US interests are not
asily aligned. Let’s confront this

SUNITED States Secretary of
State Marco Rublo begins an
important visit, India needs to
confront hard truths about the
[ndo-US relationship, Of late,
Indli, ke muchof the workd, gives the strik
Ing impression of a deer belng caught inthe
headlights, The US i not just untrustworthy,
Itscurrently the biggest wrecking ballto hit
wlobal stability, But dependence on China
carrles Its own discomfort, There are no ¢f
fective alternative coalitions yet to counter
fct these powers, Many of India’s wounds,
however, areseltnlicted, Indiawill haveto
wean [self away from lts own delusions,
First, any dealings with the US have to
account for not just bilateral considerations
orworries about China, but the entire global
context, Indian forelgn policy has been
hugely diminished because we now operate
onthe assumption that we should focus on
ourinterests, narrowly undenstood, even il
the workd bedamned. Indials notuniquely
at fault, But the idea that bilateral wins or
very short-term tactical considerations
adone can create the space for India’s rise Iy
myople. Given India's history, it {s abso
lutely astonishing that it s the one country
that, in the International system ks, for all
practical purposes, condloning not one but
two lmperal projects, Inclla wastepid In fts
defence of international law when Russia
Invaded Ukralne, Its near silence, and the
open and practical embrace of Israel and
the US's strategle objectives on Iran, s
(amning, India talks the language of civil
Maton, soverelgnty and multipolarity, but

US - Tudia ntexestsr wok

Is increasingly comfortable with impertal
coercion. But these imperial projects di
rectly harm India’s material interests as
well, As we have belatedly acknowledged,
the war In Tran will do more material dam
Age 1o our economy than any adversary
could, We have to return to thinking that
what Is good for the world will, Inthe long
run, be good forus as well. This requires re
ognising the US, In the current form, lor
what it Is = an Imperfal power unleashing
anew and dangerous nihilism in the workd
order, Its not asaviour, it is a threat,

I isolten sald that the US cannot deal with
countries that are not allles, while Incia has
tried to muadntaln strateglc sutonomy. But the
present moment farsupersecesthis framing
i two ways. The flest s that the US betrinys lts
Albes and reduces themto astate of abject de
pendence, But Indin's case s pecullar, Over
the last coupleol years, it hasbecome entirely
apparent that in India, the US has managed
toachievesomething more thanan alllance
Insuperficial terms, Indlia exercises the dituals
of strategic autonomy, It purchases Russian
ol it istryingtoachievetrade diver
sification, wncl it will even cast an o¢
caslonal incorvenkent vote at mults
lateral forums

Yet beyond these gestures
something deeper has shifted, Sig
niflcant sections of Indla's forelgn
policy establishment, i not public
opinfon, have Internalised the as
sumption that Indin’s rse should be
frrevocably tied to American
power, Thisinternalisation matters
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Wehaveto returntothinking
that what is good for the world
will,inthe long run, be good for

us as well, This requires
recognising the US, inthe
current form, for whatitis
imperial power unleashinga
new and dangerous nihilism

more than formal allfances, We can see this
transformation most clearly In the framing
of public discourse, It Is astonishing, for in
stunce, how quickly responsibility for insta
bility Inthe Strait of Hormuz Is displaced
ontolran alone, while the fact that the stralt
I chosed duetothe US isunderplayed, What
everone thinks of Tran's reglme, Indla’s open
embrace of srael, the US, and the UAE, Ina
war with extraordinury second and third
order effects for global order, reflects this
Ideological adaptation

Nowhere s this blindness more visible
thanon the [ssue of Pakistan, Itshould al
ways have been obvious that the US coukd
never view Pakistan solely through Indlan
eyes, Our llusion was exposed repeatedly,
especially inthe political attermath ol Op
eration Sindoor, The US positioned ftsell
as the Indispensable external guarantor
of subcontinental stability, Inclia may re
Ject the language of mediation publicly
But America rarely relinquishes the role
ol regional arbiter, and Pakistan has al
ways been important to lts imperial Intet
ests, Our Interests will not align
with America In the Subconti
nent, so we have to find a way of
dealing with it on our own terms,
Another llusion that has been
shattered Is the Idea that India
will be Indispensable to US
strategy In Asha; the truth ks, It s
quite dispensable,

A deepening of the economic
relationship with the US would be
beneficlal, However, the punitive

an

tanffsimpesed on India were not just about
industrial policy, but ubout showing India
ity place, The US Supreme Court invall
dated President Donald Trump's tardils,
piving India a reprieve. But we should not
beunder any Hlusion about how extractive
the US Intends to be, and will remaln so
beyond Trump, Agaln, India coukd benefit
from i deeper alignment with the US's
technology. But Indlashould be well aware
of the hubristhe USbrings tothe table, It fs
convineed that India I far behind In tech
nology and that China s not a serfous tech
nology option for India, So, It will come beg
fing to the table. There s no easy
shortsterm answer to this conundrum, But
we have to resist the defeatism of the pro
America lobby In this regime, which
throws inthe towel whenever Americalsin
question, It iy also fronic that the US will
measure success in this trip by how much
Indian investment can get to the United
States. Agaln, our political economy and
the strategles of the Ambani and Adani
groups make us vulnerable, At thelr best,
Indinand the US's affindty still lay nthe fact
that both aspired to be open and lree so
Cleties, What ties the regimes now isa com
fort with evil and transactionalism, But
even In this moment of darkness, India
needs to conlront ity own ablectness and
pive up s delusions about America und
itself, Our Interests are not aseastly aligned.
Let us start by confronting this truth
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Analytical Crux
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Article - 2 : Rapprochement with China. India mends fences with China
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Analytical Crux
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Article - 3 : Hormuz is a warning for the Indo-Pacific
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Analytical Crux
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UPSC LINK

* PSIR 2025: “India continues to invoke 1its time-tested policy of strategic
autonomy vis-a-vis both the United States of America and Russia by rejecting
US’ offer of mediation on Kashmir 1ssue and by refusing to criticize Russia in
its ongoing war against Ukraine. Comment.”

* PSIR 2025: “India maintains strong ties with countries that will assure a free
and open Indo-Pacific and guarantee greater connectivity with rest of the world.
Analyze.”

* PSIR 2025: “Discuss the potential role India can play in 1nitiating a possible
phase of trilateral economic engagement among India, China and Nepal.”

* PSIR 2024: “India and USA have become such strong strategic partners that
they need not become formal allies.” Comment.

* GS-1I 2024: “Discuss the geopolitical and geostrategic importance of
Maldives for India with a focus on global trade and energy flows. Further also
discuss how this relationship affects India’s maritime security and regional
stability amidst international competition?”

* GS-II 2023: ““Sea 1s an important Component of the Cosmos’ Discuss 1n the
light of the above statement the role of the IMO (International Maritime
Organisation) in protecting environment and enhancing maritime safety and
security.”

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS



PSIR & GS2 Daily Brief

The Programme in Political Science and International Relations
emphasize research, critical thinking, and enhances interdiscipllinary
understanding. It provides comprehensive coverage in structured
kKey way for strategic advantage in upsc.

PSIR OPTIONAL FOUNDATION OGP (OPTIONAL GUIDANCE PROGRAM)

The program focuses on Comprehensive coverage of Focus will be on conceptual clarity and building the
the topic mentioned in PSIR Syllabus supplemented with ability of the candidates to interlink static portion with
regular handouts. current developments.

Upcoming Batch: 6th July, 2026 Upcoming Batch: 9th June, 2026

PSIR DYNAMICS ATS (AUGMENTED TEST SERIES)

classes covr national and international developments, converting effort into higher score.

integrated with PSIR syllabus. , ;

Upcoming Batch: 22nd June’ 2026 Upcom|ng Batch: 26th Apn', 2026

O-AWFG (ANSWER WRITING FOCUS GROUP) O-AWFG PRIME

The answer writing program creates discipline and The test series program enhances speed, flow and
enhances skills. It helps studens develop structure, dynamic understanding of the subject.

articulation, coherence, and approach. : . :

Upcoming Batch: 20th April, 2026 Vpcoming Bateh = 20th Aprl, 2020

PYQ Mastery Series

The series focuses on PYQ practice anchored in conceptual clarity and contemporary relevance.
Upcoming Batch: 22 June, 2026

Contact for Mentorship - 9311704432

Telegram: @ | Website: https://academy.forumias.com/
Note: Edit program names/offerings as per the latest ForumlAS schedule.
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