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Context

Facts

Article - 1 : Today, India and US interests are not easily aligned

India must stop

assuming that its rise

naturally fits with

American power I must

look at the US relation -

ship with greater

realism
,
caution and

etrategic autonomy.

④ * India strategicautonomy-US-India interests not

Russian oil
,naturally aligned-India buying

is dispensable to US diversifying tradeI casting
in Asia. inconvenient votes.



PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS

Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

India-us relations are significant , but they cannot be treated

as a roadmap to India's rise. The problem is not only US

unreliability , but India's willingness to believe that U . S.

power will secure India's future . Strategic autonomy becomes
weak when it remains only in gestures and not in thinking.
India must practice interest-based autonomy , not emotional

alignment with any great power.

·

The US is not just untrustworthy it is currently the

biggest wrecking ball to global stability ."

- Pratap Bhanu Mehta

"America rarely relinquishes the role of regional arbiter.

However
,
India's interests will not align with America.

its allies & reduces them to a deeperus betrays
dependence .

"

- Pratap Bhanu Mehta
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Context

Facts

Article - 2 : Rapprochement with China. India mends fences with China

Global conflicts and

economic pressure ar pushing
India towards a cautious

opening with China and

possibly a renewed dialogue
track with Pakistan.

④ India allowed 10 % * Economic Survey 2023 - 24 = Chinese

Chinese investments in FDI essential for India's

Indian companies. manufacturing & export growth.

· Pakistan's diplomacy · India in the last two

gained through China, decades - From a South Asian

us & the UN system. power to global power.
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

There is a difference between public posture and strategic
necessity. India may not want to call it rapprochement ,

but economic logic is pushing it to reopen space with

China . Similarly , a permanent no-talks policy with Pakistan

is difficult when both sides are nuclear-armed neighbours.

Diplomacy is not about liking the other side , but about

managing risk , trade-offs & changing global conditions.

"Global conflicts force India's hand , intertwining
economic pragmatism with geopolitical recalibration .

"

- KO Nayal

"No talks
,
cannot be a long-term policy between two

neighboring countries when the possibility of conflict

perennially looms over them and both adversaries

are nuclear-armed .
"

- KO Nayal
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Context

Facts

Article - 3 : Hormuz is a warning for the Indo-Pacific

Strait of Hormuz Crisis

is a warning that Indo-Pacific

waterways like Malacca , Taiwan

Strait and Luzon Strait can

also be weaponised , with serious

effects on trade, energy and

semiconductor supply chains.

· Malaca Strait-40% of t "Transit parage' UNCLOS-Right
global trade and 80 % of unimpeded navigation and

of China's energy imports. overflight to ships & aircrafts.

* Taiwan strait-20%of global maritime trade.
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

Geography is becoming a weapon in Indo-Pacific politics.

Narrow waterways are no longer just trade routes ; they

are pressure points where even weaker actors can disturb

global markets . Straits are strategic assets that may

effectively be weaponized . Legal rules like UNCLOS

becomes weak if not supported by maritime capability,
economic redundancy and diplomatic credibility.

"Nowhere are the consequences of weaponizing straits

likely to be greater than in Asia. Developments in

Hormuz Validate China's anti-access/area-denial

(A2/AD) strategy .

"

-

Lynn Kook



UPSC LINK
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• PSIR 2025: “India continues to invoke its time-tested policy of strategic 
autonomy vis-à-vis both the United States of America and Russia by rejecting 
US’ offer of mediation on Kashmir issue and by refusing to criticize Russia in 
its ongoing war against Ukraine. Comment.” 

• PSIR 2025: “India maintains strong ties with countries that will assure a free 
and open Indo-Pacific and guarantee greater connectivity with rest of the world. 
Analyze.” 

• PSIR 2025: “Discuss the potential role India can play in initiating a possible 
phase of trilateral economic engagement among India, China and Nepal.” 

• PSIR 2024: “India and USA have become such strong strategic partners that 
they need not become formal allies.” Comment. 

• GS-II 2024: “Discuss the geopolitical and geostrategic importance of 
Maldives for India with a focus on global trade and energy flows. Further also 
discuss how this relationship affects India’s maritime security and regional 
stability amidst international competition?” 

• GS-II 2023: “‘Sea is an important Component of the Cosmos’ Discuss in the 
light of the above statement the role of the IMO (International Maritime 
Organisation) in protecting environment and enhancing maritime safety and 
security.”




