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Context

Facts

Article - 1 : The US ends Russia oil waiver, implications for India

U
.
S. restrictions on

Russian seaborne oil can

affect India's energy security,

inflation , super stability and

strategic autonomy in a

disturbed global energy market.

· India imports 90 % · India is the 3rd largest
oil importer in the world.of its rude oil.

· Energy security is linked t India treated Russian oil

to sanctions
, finance , as an economic stabilises ,

not as a geopoliticalshipping , insurance and

geopolitics. choice .
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

India's oil policy cannot be understood only through morality
or geopolitics ; it must be seen though the compulsions of an

import-dependent economy. Western sanctions
shows the limits

of coercive economic statecraft when the sanctioned country
is a major energy supplier . For India , strategic autonomy means

Keeping energy options open across regions , suppliers , payment
systems and maritime routes . The energy security has become
economic security , maritime security and foreign policy security
at the same time. In an unstable world

,
resilience matters

more than ideological alignment.

"India's long-term energy strategy must include strategic
petroleum reserves, diversified crude sourcing, domestic

exploration , refining flexibility , gas infrastructure and
altunative energy pathways."

"

- shrikant Madhav Vaidya
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Context

Facts

Article - 2: The rupee problem this time is different. The solution must be too

pressureThe present

on rupee is different because

it is coming mainly from weak

capital inflows and FDI

slowdown
,
not from a large

current account deficit.

* Current Account Deficit- India's Bop deficit for two

less than 1 % of GDP in consecutive years for the

first time in decades.the last three years.

* Capital inflows , earlier 2 . 5 % of GDP , dried up in 2025 .
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

The crisis is not like earlierruper crisis where the current account

deficit was the main reason .
The weakness lies in the capital

account
, especially the fall in stable FDI . A weakerrupee can

help , but only if depreciation remains orderly ; a disorderly fall
can trigger hedging and worsen the crisis . India cannot depend

foreve on global liquidity cycles . To protect growthI marro

stability , India must attract stable FDI through real
competitiveness , not temporary financial measures.

"Making the analytical distinction between the capital and
current account as the source of pressures is crucial to

formulating the right response . Simply squeezing the current
account through demand compression can be counter productive.

"

-

Sajjid z . Chinoy
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Context

Facts

Article - 3: Balancing Act : Statesman News Service

China is using

its relations with both

Russia & the U .S. to

remain flexible ,

powerful and central

in a fragmented

global onder .

· Russia failed to finalise China is slowly becoming
thePower of Siberia 2 the balancing power

pipeline agreement. between rival blocs.
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

China-Russia ties should not be seen as a anti-western

friendship. It is an unequal strategic relationship where
China gives Russia symbolism , but keeps hard bargaining
power for itself. Russia's shrinking options after the Ukraine

was have increased China's leverage. China is not choosing
one camp permanently ; it is preserving room for manoeuvre
between Washington and Moscow.

"The China-Russia relationship is real , durable and

strategically significant. But it is not an alliance of
equals . Beijing sits at the centre of the geopolitical
board .

"

"For Beijing , Russia remains strategically useful but

economically secondary. Symbolism was offered freely ;

strategic concessions were not ."
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1. CSE Main 2025, PSIR Paper-II: “India continues to invoke its time-
tested policy of strategic autonomy vis-à-vis both the United States of 
America and Russia by rejecting US’ offer of mediation on Kashmir issue 
and by refusing to criticize Russia in its ongoing war against Ukraine. 
Comment.” 

2. CSE Main 2025, GS-II: “The reform process in the United Nations 
remains unresolved, because of the delicate imbalance of East and West 
and entanglement of the USA vs. Russo-Chinese alliance.” Examine and 
critically evaluate the East-West policy confrontations in this regard. 

3. CSE Main 2024, PSIR Paper-II: “India has of late, chosen to debunk 
non-alignment in its pursuit of multi-alignment.” Comment. 

4. CSE Main 2023, PSIR Paper-II: “Arms trade, economic ties and 
congruent geo-political interests are no longer the three pillars of India–
Russia relationship in the emerging strategic context. Comment.” 

5. CSE Main 2023, PSIR Paper-II: “Quadrilateral Security Dialogue 
(QUAD) performs an important role in India’s strategic balancing act to 
withstand the dominance of China in Asia. Discuss.” 




