DATE : 28 May 2026
PSIR & GS-2 Daily Brief

PSIR
Optional by a,

About this initiative : Briefs, scans the best academic platforms, national newspapers
& leading think tanks to pick the most relevant articles & research. It converts them into
crisp, high-impact points you can directly use in your mains answers.

Amit Pratap o
Singh
| ForumIAS |

@
[ \REEARCH  FOOHS

Y, o, FOREIGN
INTERNATIONAL PEACE A DEATRS

@R THEIDIPLOMAT BB

TIIE HINDU P T HCOR

_ L4
QQ Vivekanand: o The
[nternational y - Economist
Foundation

INSTITUTE FOR DEFENCE
STUDIES & ANALYSES

Project Syndicate

RF e

\\Thelndlan EXPRESS Economic&Political WEEXLY

FRONTLINE

e

InpIaN CoOuNCIL OF
WORLD AFFAIRS

Article - 1 Article - 2 Article - 3

Global crises demand India’s external shock is
eae Iran and the Forever war . .
more than ‘citizen an economic opportunity :

sacrifice’ : The Hindu g S [FOUEE Al Project syndicate



Article - 1 : Global crises demand more than ‘citizen sacrifice’

Global crises demand more than citizen sacrifice’

ecently, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi issued seven appeals urging
citizens to embrace restraint,
self-reliance, and responsible
consumption amid global uncertainty caused by
the America-Iran conflict and disruptions in the
Strait of Hormuz Ihesc |nc|udcd buvmg local

foreign travel, pl ioritising domestic
murlsm \uppnrung, ll]dlgﬂ“DuS ll]l]O\zJ[lOl‘l and
promoting work from home wherever feasible.

'l‘hc appeals have drawn mixed reactions from
political parties, economists, businesses, and the
public. Somc view them as practical nationalism
suited to an unstable world, while others see
them as realism rather than rhetoric. Supporters
argue that promoting domestic consumption and
reducing external dependence could strengthen
resilience in a fractured global economy,
while some in the social sector see the messages
as supportive of healthier and environmentally
sustainable lifestyles.

A subtle shift to the citizen

There is merit in these arguments. India, like
every other country, must prepare for a more
uncertain global environment. Yet, Mr. Modi’s
appeals warrant closer scrutiny, as they primarily
seek to modify citizen behaviour while leaving
governments and institutions relatively insulated
from equivalent responsibility. In doing so, the
burden of managing structural crises is subtly
shifted from the state to individuals.

Modern democratic governance rests on an
implicit social contract. ens pay taxes, obey
laws, participate in democracy, and contribute to
the economy. In return, governments are
expected to provide public goods, social
protection, health care, infrastructure,
education, economic stability, and strategic
prcp'nrcdnc ss. Governments exist not merely to

advise citizens during crises, but to build systems
resilient enough to withstand them. Yet, thcv
often fall short of fulfilling this contract, wi ith
even electoral promises only partially
implemented before being repackaged for future
elections.

When elected governments increasingly
respond to structural economic or geopolitical
shocks by urging citizens to consume responsibly,
sacrifice, adapt, or remain resilient, without
multaneously undertaking matching
institutional reforms, the social contract begins to
weaken. Long-term opportunities for structural
correction are gradually replaced by behavioural
messaging and symbolic appeals.

This phenomenon, of course, is not unique to
India. Across the world, governments confronting
inflation, climate stress, energy insecurity, or
economic slowdown routinely ask citizens to
reduce consumption, recycle more, conserve
electricity, or embrace austerity. Individual
behaviour certainly matters. But such appeals
often obscure the much larger responsibility of
states and corporations in shaping systemic
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outcomes. That is why a wider public dialogue
and deeper reflection on these issues become
essential, Behavioural appeals may generate
symbolic solidarity, but symbolism cannot
become a substitute for institutional
preparedness.

Question for the government
The modern global economy is extraordinarily
interconnected. Food security, climate change,
financial systems, and technological ecosys
all transcend national borders. No country,
including India, can i
behavioural nationalism alone. The danger lies in
oversimplifying complex structural challenges
into moral obligations for citizens. Patriotism,
however emotionally resonant, cannot replace
long-term economic planning, institutional
competence, and policy coherence. National
resilience is built through capable institutions and
sustained public investment.
here is also an uncomfortable asymmetry.

zens are repeatedly advised to conserve,
, and become self-reliant. Yet, why are
governments not publicly issuing equivalent
commitments to transparency, regulatory
stability, public investment, and institutional
reform

Instead of focusing primarily on what citizens
should do for governments during crises, one
may ask a more foundational democratic
question: what should governments do for
citizens during periods of global instability
these seven appeals were reconstructed from a
citizen-centric perspective, the priorities would
look very different.

First, governments must invest far more

COVID-19 pandemic s
\OCIL‘IICS are bulll no[ only through dl ciplined

institutions. Yet, improvements since then have
remained uneven. In health care, the expansion
of private and corporate services has often
outpaced the stre cnl,lhcmng of public s;
ined investment
in primary health care, disease surveillance,
nutrition, mental health, emergency
preparedness, education, and other social
sectors.

Second, governments must confront rising
economic inequality rather than relyi
excessively on consumption patriot
Economic resilience cannot emerge from
patriotic appeals alone when millions remain
financially insecure, unemployed, or uappcd
within informal labour systems and the gig
economy without adequate social protection.

Third, governments must prio;
investments in education, scientific research, and
public universities. Genuine self-reliance is built
through decades of investment in laboratorie:
universities, manufacturing ecosystems, scientific
temper, and innovation capacity. It is not enough
merely to establish Indian campuses of Ivy

League universities; Indian universities and
research institutions must themselves emerge as
among the world’s leading centres of knowledge
and innovation.

Fourth, governments must strengthen
transparency, public trust, and their handling of
widespread public anxiety and uncertaint;
During cris s a strategic national
asset. Citizens cooperate when governments
communicate honestly, acknowledge
uncertainties, and allow independent
institutions, experts, and media to function
freely.

Fifth, governments must invest far more
seriously in climate resilience and sustainable
urbanisation. Asking citizens to conserve
electricity while cities continue to suffer from
poor planning, inadequate public transport,
shrinking green spaces, and worsening
environmental degradation addre: ymptoms
rather than causes. While the push for electric
vehicles and alternative energy is welcome,
quality urban infrastructure remains inadequate.
Failed initiatives such as smart cities are rarely
evaluated critically and are instead quietly
forgotten.

Sixth, governments must reduce regulatory
unpredictability and create stable, fair policy
environments for businesses, workers,
researchers, and entrepreneurs. National
resilience depends upon predictable governance
and institutional consistency.

Seventh, governments must protect
democratic dialogue instead of allowing criticism
to be routinely framed as anti-national.
Democracies become stronger through open
debate, institutional criticism, intellectual
diversity, and democratic course correction.

The need for strong institutions

None of this implies that citizens have no
responsibilities. Responsible consumption,
environmental awareness, social solidarity, and
{t important
civic virtues. But [hcv cannot substitute for
governance itself. Democracies cannot function
sustainably if governments merely offer
behavioural advice while citizens bc.ar the

s is that
it normalises institutional underperformance.
Individual responsibility matters, but it cannot
become the primary response to fundamentally
structural problems.

pires to become a major economic and
L,CO])OIIIIC."II power. Achieving that ambition will
stitutions, evidence-based
policymaking, investment in human capital,
a renewed social contract in which governments
accept greater responsibility for national
rcslllcncc The true test of leadership during

cri whether governments demonstrate the
accountability, foresight, and policy seriousness
needed to protect citizens in an increasingly
uncertain world.
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Article - 2 : Iran and the Forever war trap

Iran and the Forever War... FOREIGN AFFAIRS LOG IN MENU Q=

[ran and the Forever War Trap

In Trying to Avoid a Quagmire, America Found a Dead End
LAWRENCE D. FREEDMAN

May 27,2026
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Substack Comment Is Freed.

More by Lawrence D. Freedman -

A U.S. Tomahawk missile at an undisclosed location, March 2026
U.S. NAVY PHOTO
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Article - 3 : India’s external shock is an economic opportunity
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UPSC LINK

* 2024 PSIR Paper II: “Critically examine the role of political parties 1n
sustaining and stabilising democracies 1n the developing societies.”

* 2025 PSIR Paper II: “China’s growing footprint and a tangible shift in
power dynamics in Bangladesh has weakened India’s leverage in Dhaka.

Comment.”

* 2025 GS Paper II: “Discuss the evolution of collegium system 1n India.
Critically examine the advantages and disadvantages of the system of
appointment of the Judges of the Supreme Court of India and that of the

USA.”

* 2025 GS Paper II: "Constitutional morality 1s the fulcrum which acts as

an essential check upon the high functionaries and citizens alike...." In
view of the above observation of the Supreme Court, explain the concept
of constitutional morality and its application to ensure balance between
judicial independence and judicial accountability in India.

* 2024 GS Paper II: Explain the reasons for the growth of public interest
litigation 1n India. As a result of it, has the Indian Supreme Court emerged
as the world's most powertul judiciary?
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PSIR & GS2 Daily Brief

The Programme in Political Science and International Relations
emphasize research, critical thinking, and enhances interdiscipllinary
understanding. It provides comprehensive coverage in structured
kKey way for strategic advantage in upsc.

PSIR OPTIONAL FOUNDATION OGP (OPTIONAL GUIDANCE PROGRAM)

The program focuses on Comprehensive coverage of Focus will be on conceptual clarity and building the
the topic mentioned in PSIR Syllabus supplemented with ability of the candidates to interlink static portion with
regular handouts. current developments.

Upcoming Batch: 6th July, 2026 Upcoming Batch: 9th June, 2026

PSIR DYNAMICS ATS (AUGMENTED TEST SERIES)

classes covr national and international developments, converting effort into higher score.

integrated with PSIR syllabus. , ;

Upcoming Batch: 22nd June’ 2026 Upcom|ng Batch: 26th Apn', 2026

O-AWFG (ANSWER WRITING FOCUS GROUP) O-AWFG PRIME

The answer writing program creates discipline and The test series program enhances speed, flow and
enhances skills. It helps studens develop structure, dynamic understanding of the subject.

articulation, coherence, and approach. : . :

Upcoming Batch: 20th April, 2026 Vpcoming Bateh = 20th Aprl, 2020

PYQ Mastery Series

The series focuses on PYQ practice anchored in conceptual clarity and contemporary relevance.
Upcoming Batch: 22 June, 2026

Contact for Mentorship - 9311704432

Telegram: @ | Website: https://academy.forumias.com/
Note: Edit program names/offerings as per the latest ForumlAS schedule.
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