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Article - 1 : The quiet legacy of the peacekeeper
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Despite uneven power structures, UN peacekeeping has endured =
and remains central to conflict resolution
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Article - 2 : Brinkmanship in the age of growing conflict

Brinkmanship in the age of growing conflict

blockade by the United States of Iranian

ports are among several recent acts of
brinkmanship. A legacy of the Cold War era,
brinkmanship refers to single action or a series of
actions during a conflict or a short-ofwar
situation that forces a perilous climb up the
escalation ladder to force the adversary to back
down, make concessions, negotiate or even do
something irrational that would justify the use of
uncalibrated or widespread use of force. Coined
by western political scientists in the 1950s and
1960s while analysing crises such as the Berlin
Blockade (1948-49) and the Cuban Missile Crisis
(1962), the term also warned of the risk of
escalation spiralling out of control, particularly in
the nudear context (Armageddon).

l ran's closure of the Strait of Hormuz and the

The return of brinkmanship

With the vast spread of the spectrum of conflict in
the post-Cold War era without the disappearance
of the nuclear overhang, brinkmanship has once
again assumed dangerous proportions and merits
some examination in a contemporary context
Terrorism has emerged as a principal instrument
of brinkmanship, frequently used by non-state
actors to provoke disproportionate state
responses and gain international attention and
sympathy in pursuit of larger goals. Without
debating the dilemma posed by the proposition
that argues, ‘One man's terrorist is another man's
freedom fighter’, globally proscribed terrorist
movements have rarely achieved thelr stated alms
through brinkmanship - al Qaeda and the Islamic
State being among them, A few such as the Irish
Republican Army (IRA) and the FLN (National
Liberation Front) in Algeria did force the more
powerful adversary to make concessions,

Another flavour of brinkmanship that has
emerged in recent decades is proxy
brinkmanship of the kind that Pakistan and lran
have engaged In for the last four decades against

Arjun
Subramaniam

Milstary histonan and

& Strategic analyst

The growing
reliance on
brinkmanship
threatens an
already fragile
global order

stronger powers. Using proxies largely designated
as global terrorist outfits, this brand of
asymmetric brinkmanship seeks to erode the
resolve and power of stronger powers and force
them to make concessions over longfestering
Issues of statehood and sovereignty, The attacks
by Hamas on Israel on October 23, 2023, are an
example of this kind of brinkmanship. lsrael's
disproportionate counter-brinkmanship in Gaza
In pursuit of destroying Hamas is testimony to the
breakdown of deterrence and the propensity to
climb the escalation ladder at breakneck speed to
achieve difficult strategic outcomes.

Rising geopolitical tensions

Among the larger powers today, the U.S. has
seldom resorted to brinkmanship and prefers
instead to achieve its geopolitical objectives
through the brute and direct application of force
or economic coercion, Frustrated at its inability
to drag Iran 1o the negotiating table, the U.S, has
resorted to brinkmanship by imposing a blockade
on lran, hoping to squeeze it economically and
make it come to the negotiating table. lran, on
the other hand, has resorted to its own brand of
asymmetric counter-brinkmanship that has
yielded disproportionate strategic outcomes by
blocking the Strait of Hormuz, Where this will go
is anybody's guess until both the parties agree to
meet mid-way - such are the complications of the
brinkmanship game,

Russia’s brinkmanship, driven by frustration
over its inability to halt the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization's eastward expansion despite
Moscow's takeover of Crimea in 2014, and by
expectations that Ukraine would capitulate after
the advance on Kyiv in February 2022, has
instead resulted in a prolonged war. Russia's
periodic sabre-ratding over nuclear restraint is
also a Jegacy of the Cold War that Russian
President Viadmir Putin wants to keep alive. The
indiscriminate use of hypersonic and other area

weapans against population centres such as Kiev
by the Russians triggers a brinkmanship chain
that is hard to control and infuse any semblance
of restraint in the fouryear-Jong conflict,

Ever since China upped its maritime game
since 2006 and laid claims to vast expanses of the
South China Sea and parts of the East China Sea,
it has mastered the art of controlled
brinkmanship against weaker neighbours, daring
them to push back against its attempts to
establish maritime hegemony in the region,
Except for Japan which has pushed back strongly
against Chinese coercion over claims on the
Senkaku Islands, and Taiwan which continues to
stare the People's Republic of China in the eye, all
other countries with shores along the South
China Sea have been mute to Chinese reclamation
of Islands and claims on territorial waters,

I there is one nation that has perfected the ant
of brinkmanship in the 21st century, it is North
Korea. This largely underdeveloped and opaque
country, with its demonstrated missile and
nuclear prowess and nudear proliferation, has
kept the most powerful power in the world from
forcing it into a ‘rules based world order’, while
also keeping the region on edge.

The displacement of diplomacy

India’s strategic DNA of restraint and
responsibility and its calibrated use of force
eschews any inclination to resort to
brinkmanship even under the gravest
provocation, The fragile global geopolitical
system is now fraught with danger, and
diplomacy no Jonger seems to be the preferred
choice for conflict resolution. With global
institutions such as the United Nations
increasingly marginalised, coerclon,
brinkmanship and the uncalibrated use of force
seem 1o be emerging as preferred options in
settling conflicts of various genres, The world
needs to serlously introspect this,
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Article - 3 : Quad Foreign ministers’ meeting in global developments
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UPSC LINK

* GS II 2025: ““The reform process in the United Nations remains
unresolved, because of the delicate imbalance of East and West and
entanglement of the USA vs. Russo-Chinese alliance.”

* GS II 2024: '"Terrorism has become a significant threat to global peace
and security.' Evaluate the effectiveness of the United Nations Security
Council's Counter Terrorism Committee (CTC) and its associated bodies
in addressing and mitigating this threat at the international level.

* PSIR PAPER 1I 2024: "India must strive to become a semi-permanent

member of the UNSC, rather than a permanent member without the right
to veto.” Comment.

* PSIR PAPER 11 2023: “Discuss the importance of India's role in UN

peacekeeping operations as a ground for its claim to a permanent seat 1n
the UN Security Council.”

* PSIR PAPER 1I 2023: “Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QUAD)

performs an important role in India's strategic balancing act to withstand
the dominance of China 1n Asia.” Discuss
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The Programme in Political Science and International Relations
emphasize research, critical thinking, and enhances interdiscipllinary
understanding. It provides comprehensive coverage in structured
kKey way for strategic advantage in upsc.

PSIR OPTIONAL FOUNDATION OGP (OPTIONAL GUIDANCE PROGRAM)

The program focuses on Comprehensive coverage of Focus will be on conceptual clarity and building the
the topic mentioned in PSIR Syllabus supplemented with ability of the candidates to interlink static portion with
regular handouts. current developments.

Upcoming Batch: 6th July, 2026 Upcoming Batch: 9th June, 2026

PSIR DYNAMICS ATS (AUGMENTED TEST SERIES)

classes covr national and international developments, converting effort into higher score.

integrated with PSIR syllabus. , ;

Upcoming Batch: 22nd June’ 2026 Upcom|ng Batch: 26th Apn', 2026

O-AWFG (ANSWER WRITING FOCUS GROUP) O-AWFG PRIME

The answer writing program creates discipline and The test series program enhances speed, flow and
enhances skills. It helps studens develop structure, dynamic understanding of the subject.

articulation, coherence, and approach. : . :

Upcoming Batch: 20th April, 2026 Vpcoming Bateh = 20th Aprl, 2020

PYQ Mastery Series

The series focuses on PYQ practice anchored in conceptual clarity and contemporary relevance.
Upcoming Batch: 22 June, 2026

Contact for Mentorship - 9311704432

Telegram: @ | Website: https://academy.forumias.com/
Note: Edit program names/offerings as per the latest ForumlAS schedule.

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS



