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Context

Facts

Article - 1 : International law, optional for powerful states

International law losing
force because powerful states

violate rules on war
, sovereignty,

human rights , maritime order

and environment without facing

real punishment.

· International law depends
④ The security council's paralysis

on consent , reciprocity and ICC's weak jurisdiction-

and collective create a vaccum of

enforcement. accountability.

④ weakening arms control regimes , collapse of the

INF Treaty , closion of the Open Skies Treaty
and uncertain future of New START.
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

The international law becomes weak when enforcement depends
on power politics. The crisis of international law is not only
repeated violation , but selective punishment and impunity .

When powerful states violate international law without

consequence, they signal to others that norms are optional
and that might is right . The rules based order though
imperfect , yet remains humanity's best defence against
chaos

. The international law must be strengthened through
stronger multilateral institutions , accountability and a

global culture of restraint.

"Across continents and conflicts , states have violated

foundational principles with impunity , coding credibility
of the very system meant to protect global peace and

stability . The result is a world sliding back toward
the law of the jungle .

"

-Shashi Tharoor
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Context

Article - 2 : India’s tilt towards Europe-diversification, strategy & global balancing

Facts

India is deepening
ties with Europe for

technology , green transition,

defence , supply chains,

arctic interests and

strategic balancing in a

fragmented world .

④ Nordic countries support t India's third-largest
India's UNSC merchandise export

permanent membership. is to Netherlands.

· India and Italy-trade of EUR 20 billion by 2029.
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

India is not replacing the U .S. or Russia with Europe ; it is
its strategic option . Technological capability , defencewidening

industrial capability & economic security are gradually
growing as important pillars of national power in which

Europe is likely to occupy an important place in India's

long-term strategic calculus . This cooperation highlights
the growing intersection between economic security and

geopolitical competition in a fragmented world order.

"Consequently , India's outreach and engagement with

Europe should be viewed as part of a broader diversification

strategy to expand India's strategic options, rather
than as a replacement for ties with Washington
and Moscow .

"

- Gaurau Dutta
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Context

Facts

Article - 3: India, US- From estranged to engaged to restrained democracies

India-us ties

have moved from Cold war

estrangement to nuclear-

era engagement , but now

becoming restrained because
American transactionalism

is hurting India's economic

and strategic interests .

④ Dennis Kux during cold * S . Jaishankar's idea of

was : India and U . S. as "multi-alignment"- India's

"estranged democracies " approach to the new world.

* Bush-Manmohan nuclear deal-converted into

"engaged democracies .
"
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

India-U .S. relationship has always had a transactional base,

but it becomes dangerous for India when us actions hurt
India's trade

, energy I economic interests.
The diaspora

cannot protect the relationship when national interests

clash . India's external relationships should give precedence
to national economic interests and not defined by defence
and security.

India's approach to the new world should

be "multi-alignment' because it will help India in

becoming a major actor in global economy.

"The weaponisation of trade , finance I energy flows by
the US

,
with its allies playing second fiddle , has deeply

hurt Indian economic interests , impacting India's

economic rise and as a consequence , its national

security and global standing ."
-Sanjaya Barr
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• PSIR Paper II 2025: “The tariff threats have pushed India and the 
European Union closer. Evaluate the India-EU partnership.

• PSIR Paper II 2025: India continues to invoke its time-tested policy of 
strategic autonomy vis-à-vis both the United States of America and Russia 
by rejecting US' offer of mediation on Kashmir issue and by refusing to 
criticize Russia in its ongoing war against Ukraine. Comment.

• GS-II, 2025: “The reform process in the United Nations remains 
unaccomplished because of the delicate imbalance of East and West and 
entanglement of the USA vs. Russo-Chinese alliance.” 

• GS-II, 2024: “The West is fostering India as an alternative to reduce 
dependence on China’s supply chain and as a strategic ally to counter 
China’s political and economic dominance.” 

• PSIR Paper II, 2024: “India and USA have become such strong strategic 
partners that they need not become formal allies.” 

• GS-II, 2023: “The expansion and strengthening of NATO and a stronger 
US-Europe strategic partnership works well for India.” 




