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Context

Facts

Article - 1 : The end of  foreign aid is not the end of  development

Foreign aid cuts are

dangerous , but the need is

to make development more

focused , locally owned and

eventually less dependent

on aid.

· child deaths may
have · Global health & development

risen by 200
,
000 in 2025 funding is 30% lower

due to health aid cuts . than 2024.

· 2025 foreign aid cuts are $30 billion globally.
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

The concern is not to defend foreign aid but to change
its character . Aid should more from charity to capacity

building, so that poor countries can manage health,

education and growth with their own strength. The test

of development is not how long aid continues
,
but how

soon countries can safely move beyond it. Aid must be

temporary in design , but transformative in impact.

"Over the past year , those who dismantled USAID have

promoted a great myth : that aid has been ineffective
and fundamentally wasteful . The only way to get out

of this trap is to spur broad-based economic growth
that can support a strong domestic revenue base .

"

- Mark Suzman
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Context

Facts

Article - 2 : IMEC is caught between commerce & geopolitics

Iran conflict has

made IMEC necessary a

an alternative trade route
,

but also difficult because

West Asia itself is unetable .

* IMEC was announced ④ Oman & Egypt-alternative
at the 920 summit routes to reduce conflict

New Delhi, 2023. & choke point ricks .

* IMEC links India-UAE-Saudi Arabia- Jondan -

Israel-Europe through multimodal connectivity,

bypassing Suez Canal .
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

IMEC is both a solution to the problem and a victim of
the same problem . The Iran conflict showe that trade
routes are not only economic assets ; they are strategic
lifelines . For India , IMEC is useful because it reduces

dependence on Suez & Hormuz , but it cannot work

without careful diplomacy in West Asia. The issue is

that connectivity projects need flexible routes , stable

partners and political trust. The new routes& corridors

must be developed to avoid the two 'C's-conflict
zones and choke points.

"IMEC must evolve into a broaderI more flexible
framework while keeping open the possibility of

neverting to the originally envisioned alignment
once the conflict subsidies .

"

- Rajeev Agarwal
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Context

Facts

Article - 3 : Time to engage with Iran is now

India should not

wait passively after the

Iran war and rebuild ties

with Iran through Chabahar,

energy , gas connectivity &

reconstruction .

④ Chabahar is the Key * Iran-Oman-India subsec

link for India's Central gas pipeline can help

Asia access & INSTC .

India diversify gas imports.

④ India - Inan ties performed below potential over

the last decade due to sanctions , regional

dynamics and U . S. - Iran-Israel rivalry .
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

India should use the emerging diplomatic opening with

Iran before other powers occupy the space . India's energy

security cannot be held hostage to us whims perpetually.
Chabahar

,
Iranian crude and the Iran-Oman-India

gas pipeline together support India's connectivity and

energy security. For India , it is the right time for

reinitiating its engagement with Iran .
Balanced

engagement with Iran can strengthen , not weaken

India's wider West Asia policy

"India cannot remain a passive observer in such a

rapidly evolving strategic environment . India should

becom proactive , shun strategic hesitations & seize

the moment
.
"

- Dr. Vishwaject Singh Akhawat
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• GS-II 2025: “In contemporary development models, decision-making and 
problem-solving responsibilities are not located close to the source of 
information and execution defeating the objectives of development." 
Critically evaluate.

• GS-II 2024: Critically analyse India’s evolving diplomatic, economic and 
strategic relations with the Central Asian Republics (CARs) highlighting 
their increasing significance in regional and global geopolitics.

• GS-II 2024: Poverty and malnutrition create a vicious cycle, adversely 
affecting human capital formation. What steps can be taken to break the 
cycle?

• GS-II 2023: “The crucial aspect of development process has been the 
inadequate attention paid to Human Resource Development in India. 
Suggest measures that can address this inadequacy.” 

• PSIR 2023: What are the challenges and limitations in India - Iran 
relations?

• PSIR 2023: Discuss the significance of ‘West Asia Quad’ in the light of 
India’s ‘Look West’ policy.




