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Context

Facts

Article - 1 : Japan is imagining a new Asia story

Japan is moving

away from its old post-

was security restraint and

is preparing for a stronger

defence role in Asia.

* Japan-peaceful national, depended ④ Japan-Australia- New

on the US for security and Zealand - not formal
renounced nuclear weapons

alliance
, a defence

since Would Was III. cooperation web.

· Japan's three new security directions : higher defence
spending , deeper defence cooperation and easing arms

export limits .
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

Japan is not returning to militarism ; it is responding to a

changing balance of power in Asia . There is a double pressure

of Chinese assertiveness & US's unpredictability . Japan's new

posture shows that middle power no longer waiting passively

for the us to secure Asia. The shift is from dependence to

shared regional responsibility . India should keep the US

partnership , but build regional defence cooperation with Japan,

Australia
,
South Korea and ASEAN.

"Tokyo , however , is not wringing its hands ; it is acting to

defend itself and help others secure themselves against
Chinese expansionism & the US volatility . The shift marks
one of the major transformations in Asian geopolitics
since the end of the cold war .

"

- C . Raja Mohan
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Context

Facts

Article - 2 : The “harvest” China wants is one India can’t afford

India not to

accept China's "early

harvest' proposal in

the Sikkim boundary
sector because it

may

weaken India's long-
term position on the

entire boundary question .

· The 2005 Agreement Political * 35th WMCC meeting on

Parameters & Guiding principles May 27, 2026 - China used

package settlement , not sector "demarcation" instead

wise settlement. of "delimitation" "
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

China's "early harvest" is not a confidence-building step ;

it is a sector-wise bargaining trap. Sikkim cannot be

separatedfro Doklam, Bhutan, Chumbi Valley, siliguri
corridor & larger LAC problem . India's roadmap should be

the 2005 package settlement because it protects its

negotiating space across all sectors. Unilateral alterations

to LAC cannot be normalised and peace on the LAC is

the condition for any progress . India should not trade

strategic depth for diplomatic optics .

"Diplomacy that trades long-term strategic interests for
short term optics is self-defeating . Demarcation i. e.

placing physical markers on the ground-comes last,
not first ." - Ashok K. Kantha
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Context

Facts

Article - 3 : India’s West Asia policy-masterclass or miscalculation

India's WAE-

centred West Asia

strategy is too

transactional and

ignores the deeper

political and security

fractures of the Gulf .

· India's West Asia approach is "portfolio politics" -

building external partnerships sector by sector
instead of aligning with one political bloc.

· IMEC-supports India's connectivity with Europe

through Arabian Peninsula .
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

India cannot treat West Asia as a set of separate portfolios
like trade , technology , defence I labour . The region's politics
is deeply connected : UAE-Saudi rivalry , Israel-Iran hostility,
Pakistan's security role and Gulf instability all affect
India's interests . IMEC will not succeed because it is

economically attractive ; it also needs political acceptability
and regional security. India's challenge is to protect

connectivity , diaspora and energy interests without locked

into one polarising camp.

"A transcontinental corridor cannot function when its primary
transit states are engaged in a fierce zero-sum competition

for regional primacy .
" - Bahram Kalvisi

"The structural contradiction of pursuing economic integration
through a highly polarising security alignment exposes

long-term fragility of New Delhi's ambitions .
"
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• PSIR 2025: “Historical ties between India and Japan grew into a 
‘special strategic and global partnership’. Comment.”

• PSIR 2025: “India maintains strong ties with countries that will 
assure a free and open Indo-Pacific and guarantee greater 
connectivity with rest of the world. Analyze.” 

• GS-II 2025: “Energy security constitutes the dominant kingpin of 
India’s foreign policy, and is linked with India’s overarching 
influence in Middle Eastern countries. How would you integrate 
energy security with India’s foreign policy trajectories in the coming 
years?” 

• PSIR 2024: “Bhutan has historically been an ally of India, but the 
China-Bhutan border related issues have become a security issue for 
India. Discuss.” 

• GS-II 2024: 'The West is fostering India as an alternative to reduce 
dependence on China's supply chain and as a strategic ally to counter 
China's political and economic dominance.' Explain this statement 
with examples.




