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Context

Facts

Article - 1 : A new American template for the Indo-Pacific

United States is

shaping a tougher but careful

Indo-Pacific strategy against
China

,
while expecting India

and other partners to share

more security responsibility.

· Quad , Aukus & Bilateral ④ New transactional U . S.

partnerships - multiply approach - "We need

American power. partners , not protectorates !

· India-us defence cooperation - Defence co-

production, industrial collaboration and the

TIGER TRIUMPH exercise.
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

America's aim in the Indo-Pacific has not changed , it
wants to keep check on China and preserve its influence.

It has changed its method where allies and partners

are expected to bring military capacity and take more

responsibility. India becomes important because it can

support the regional balance without becoming a formal
us ally .

The tension is between burden-sharing & trust

because if alliances become too transactional , they may
lose the credibility.

"

Integrated deterrence is increasingly dependent on

the capabilities and contributions of regional partners.

Security partnerships ar expected to be reciprocal
rather than open-ended commitments

.

"

- Harsh V. Pant
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Context

Facts

Article - 2 : Amid global shocks, activate growth drivers within domestic control

India's growth-

inflation balance may

worsen due to external

shocks like the West

Asia conflict , crude

prices , protectionism

and weak monsoon

expectations.

· GDP growth was 7 . 7% Crude oil rise to

in 2025-26 but is $) 90-95 per barrel

expected to 6 . 6 %. from $70 last fiscal.

· Inflation expected to rise -5 . 1%
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

The India's economy is strong but not shock-proof . War,

crude oil
, tariffs and weak monsoon are outside India's

direct control
,
but they affect growth , inflation , exports &

private investment. Since inflation is riving , easy monetary

policy cannot be the solution . Thus , India cannot control

global shocks , but it can control the speed and quality

of domestic reforms . It includes ease of doing business,

energy security , MSME support , private capex and other

domestic reforms.

ee

with the rising frequency of global shocks and

geopolitical reset towards protectionism , this is the

moment to activate medium-term growth drivers

that ar within domestic control.
"
- Dharmakirti Joshi



PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS

Context

Facts

Article - 3 : From borderland to India’s strategic resource frontier

India's Northeast

is reimagined from a

border-security region
into a strategic resource

frontier because of

critical minerals.

· GSI undertook 43 critical · Minerals covered-graphite,

mineral exploration projects vanadium, lithium,sare earth

in the Northeast. elements
, nickleI Cobalt.

· Importance ofCritical minerals-batteries , semi-

conductors
,
renewable technology I defence systems.
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

The Northeast is shifting in national imagination from

borderland to resource frontier . Critical minerals make the

region important for energy transition , defence & technology ,

but extraction cannot ignore land ,
identityI customary

institutions. Resource extraction thus enters landscapes

that already possess institutions and histories of their

own. However
, resource development must not run faster

than institutions that can handle its social effects.

"the language of resources is increasingly entering
a strategic space once dominated by concerns over
borders and security

.
Resource extraction thus enters

landscapes that already possess institutions and

histories of their own. "

- Sangmian Hangsian
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1. 2025 PSIR Paper II: “India maintains strong ties with countries that will assure 
a free and open Indo-Pacific and guarantee greater connectivity with rest of the 
world. Analyze.” 

2. 2025 GS Paper III: “What are the challenges before the Indian economy when 
the world is moving away from free trade and multilateralism to protectionism and 
bilateralism? How can these challenges be met?” 

3. 2025 GS Paper III: “Mineral resources are fundamental to the country’s 
economy and these are exploited by mining. Why is mining considered an 
environmental hazard? Explain the remedial measures required to reduce the 
environmental hazard due to mining.” 

4. 2025 GS Paper III: “What are the major challenges to internal security and 
peace process in the North-Eastern States? Map the various peace accords and 
agreements initiated by the government in the past decade.” 

5. 2024 PSIR Paper II: “Discuss the rationale behind replacing the ‘Asia-Pacific’ 
strategy with the new term ‘Indo-Pacific’ strategy.” 

6. 2024 PSIR Paper II: “Discuss the implications of the scrapping of the Free 
Movement Regime with Myanmar by the Indian Government on the complex 
ethno-political dynamics of the north-eastern region.”




