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Article - 1 : How America lost command of  the commons
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Long post war era of

free and open seas , once held

up by overwhelming American

naval power is breaking down

because cheap drones , long-

range missiles and China's

industrial and economic

weight.

· commercial maritime ④ Ukraine's drones reduced

trade-00 % of all Russia's Black Sea Fleet

global trade. despite no navy.

④ Genera Conventions 1958 and UNCLos #I (1902)- fixed
a sovereign territorial sea of 12 nautical miles.
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The issue is that "freedom of the seas" was never a settled

legal right . It held because one navy could afford to

enforce it and the enforcement is now expensive to sustain.

Power at sea has shifted from the ability to control the
ocean to the ability to deny it. China builds over half
the world's commercial vessels and runs the largest port
network. The American way of war is mismatched with

the contemporary world's strategic and economic geography.

Today the sea parage is not guaranteed by law but
it is negotiated and paid for

"The future is not "closed seas" but "gated seas".
Gated seas

, in which free passage is negotiated and

purchased in a geopolitical marketplace rather than

assured by legal right .
"

-Isaac Kandon
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Article - 2 : India’s road through Myanmar is one of  engagement
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while the west

has tried to isolate

Myanmar's military

regime , India has chosen

pragmatic engagement
due to its geography,

security and connectivity.

· India shares a 1643 km * crucial projects : Kaladan

border with Myanmar- Multi-modal Transittransport

central to Act east and project and the India-

neighbourhood first policy. Myanmar-Thailand Highway.

· Bilateral trade-$1 . 95 billion in 2025 -26 .
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India is choosing interests over ideology. Where the west
sees a regime to isolate , India sees a neighbour it
cannot afford to lose . Myamar is the land bridge to
Southeast Asia andcrucial for the North-east's security.
However

,
China is becoming a major challenge because of

its usage of money , arms and diplomatic cover . The way
forward for India is a pragmatic engagement which
will shape regional approaches to Myanmar in the

years ahead.

"Myanmar is India's gateway to southeast Asia and a
cornerstone of its Act East and Neighbourhood First

policies . For India to cede Myanmar's strategic space

entirely to China would be a self-inflicted wound

in its own backyard .
"

- Harsh V. Pant & Sreeparna Banerjee
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Article - 3 : Why are voters attracted to political outsiders
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Populism is read

not as a sudden eruption

of anger but as a long-

running project of

"unative democracy i.e.

to diagnose , cure and

restore a diseased

democracy.

· Features of Curative democracy : diagnosis of disease

and cue ,
call to immediate action , a political outsider

as authorised crative agent and emphasis on extra-

electoral forms of representation.
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The core of populist political appeal is the call to cre,

revive , renew or restore a presently flawed or
diseased democracy. The method is to hand the cure

to a virtuous "outsider" . It can be a person or an

institution : a charismatic leader , media , courts or an anti-

corruption ombudsman , all drawing authority from being
outside the political class . The aim is to repair the

system and not overthrow it. The curative democracy
can look reformist and even pro-democratic while

devaluing rights and routine politics.

"Populism is a project of democratic reform fueled

by an imagination of democracy's repairable lapses.

It is about going outside electoral politics in order

to cure it ."
= Srimpa Roy
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1.	2025, GS Paper II - "With the waning of  globalization, post-Cold War 
world is becoming a site of  sovereign nationalism." Elucidate.

2.	2025, GS Paper III - What are the major challenges to internal security 
and peace process in the North-Eastern States ? Map the various peace 
accords and agreements initiated by the government in the past 
decade.

3.	2025, PSIR Paper II - India continues to invoke its time-tested policy 
of  strategic autonomy vis-à-vis both the United States of  America and 
Russia by rejecting US' offer of  mediation on Kashmir issue and by 
refusing to criticize Russia in its ongoing war against Ukraine. 
Comment.

4.	2024, PSIR Paper II- Discuss the implications of  the scrapping of  the 
Free Movement Regime with Myanmar by the Indian Government on the 
complex ethno-political dynamics of  the north-eastern region.

5.	2023, PSIR Paper II - Discuss the various constraints on American 
hegemony today. Which of  these are likely to become more prominent in 
the future?

6.	2023, PSIR Paper I - Success of  contemporary democracies lies in 
the State limiting its own power. Explain.




