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Article - 1 : In time of distrust, constitution’s promise of fraternity matters

In time of distrust, Constitution’s promise
of fraternity matters more than ever
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Analytical Crux

FAodlo\vu“ta i the one FPReanmble value Couwnta cannot enforce ,
becaune & LQiver bctween citizenr rother Hhan bdweoun citizen
ond Aftote. Once cuic Frunt Huwn, ro duuol@ menl Con Aditch. (t
back. Thae in a LK between Communal  polonisation amd
Co.f)fia.ﬂ, ﬁh@l&[ e Pw»\jab A‘tora in tha example Lecaune 0'6 2
Lokdh omnuol citizewmup Surremden. A soc[d’a Mol Keepn
m.{)ﬂg.wma ita  dddvisionws Camnnol expeet 1o banmK (s economic
godns - The wediontood v am cehdevewment , not an dheitance
amd {rotnity in the proof L has Aaﬂmea, Froctenity i Fhe
érfdge, between poLikicol Olcwuata ond Social dav\ouaoa ond,
without (L, M‘gl«d’a me * coadn of past =

Verbatim Quotes

p It in the souald oxa@w writbhoult wluicdh weither ,Qibuia V\OA

@qubtd caom Suavive amd wikhoud wladh wo e,coy\oma .,
bowever oambitiour in iawﬁd/s , Com ‘i\(uﬂﬁ ﬁﬂaw‘sb\»”

— S VY. Quaestd

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS



Article - 2 : Britain after Brexit, divided, uncertain and stagnant

Britain after Brexit, divided, uncertain and stagnant

Ten years after the United Kingdom voted

to leave the European Union (EU), on June
23, 2016, and as it prepares for yet another
change of Prime Minister, it is clear that whatever
the benefits or drawbacks of Britain’s divorce
from the EU, Brexit has left it bitterly divided.
“Take Back Control’ the Leave campaign had
urged. Instead, Britain is floundering in a morass
of indecision, low economic growth and a crisis
of politics and governability that will likely
produce a seventh Prime Minister in the decade
since it voted by the narrowest of margins (52 to
48%) to separate itself from its continent and
largest trading partner.

S ome anniversaries are merely observed.

An imperial illusion

Brexit was always a trade-off in a quest by some
to acquire more control over trade, regulation
and immigration, tinged undoubtedly by
nostalgia for Britain's imperial past. The idea that
Britain could successfully swap access to the €18
trillion European economy for trade deals based
on the ties of Empire — and thrive — was always
for the birds, but nostalgia is powerful and
illogical. Brexit began as a civil war within the
Conservative Party amongst those resisting the
EU’s project of ‘ever closer union’ and railing
against a perceived overbearing and
over-reaching Commission that set rules for
others to follow. The rules, however, were the
conditions under which Britain gained access to
the trading partner that, even after Brexit,
accounts for 41% of its exports and 50% of its
imports.

When David Cameron offered the UK. an
‘in/out referendum’ to settle the war within his
party, Brexit morphed into a protest vote. It
stopped being about Britain's relationship with
Europe and transformed into Westminster’s
relationship with the rest of the country,
especially those parts that felt left behind. Brexit
unearthed a raft of problems that had little to do
with the EU’s rules (which London helped shape

Priyanjali Malik
Wites on security
and politics

Ten vears after
Brexit. Britain
still searches
for direction

as a member state), or the free movement of
people (a precondition of the single market), even
if the 2004 expansion brought a surge of Eastern
Europeans settling in Britain for work. Britain's
problems were structural. After the 2008
financial crisis, the standard of living for the vast
majority stagnated or declined, hit by the years of
austerity subsequently imposed on the country to
balance its books. While the bankers and banks
who precipitated the crisis came through
unscathed, life became tougher for ordinary
people left to contend with the increasingly
underfunded public services they relied on -
health care, education and local government.

The resentment this bred provided fertile
ground for populism to thrive, and Brexit's focus
on immigration provided just that. Immigrants,
the siren song went, were taking their jobs,
occupying their schools, clogging up their
National Health Service (NHS) and pushing them
to the margins in their own country: once Britain
controlled its borders, life would improve.

Economic reality bites

Things have not improved. While estimates of
Brexit’s economic costs vary, most economists
agree that the loss of unfettered access to Britain's
largest trading partner and the end of free
movement have acted as a drag on trade and
investment, curtailed productivity, and
significantly diminished the market for financial
and other services. The beneficiaries of Brexit are
largely those who facilitate the now voluminous
customs paperwork and the additional civil
service hires managing Brexit's complexity. And,
ironically, those immigrating to Britain are from
outside the EU.

For all the rhetoric about controlling
immigration, this decade has seen a sharp rise in
immigration, largely from outside the EU. Though
the number of EU nationals residing in Britain
declined gradually from 2016, the number of
non-EU immigrants rose sharply from just under
100,000 to peak in 2022-23 at over a million

before falling to about 400,000 now. After COVI
19, the NHS, unable to find qualified workers at
home, recruited aggressively from abroad. With
Europeans feeling unwelcome, doctors and
nurses from India, Nigeria, Egypt, Pakistan and
the Philippines came instead. Before Brexit, thei
were 10,000 nurses from India. Today, there are
40,000. Ironically, visibly non-white people wer
flocking to Britain and the immigration statistics
continued to rise while the cost of living was
battered by Brexit, COVID-19 and geopolitics.

An uneasy nation

The topic of immigration has become toxic.
Hijacked by the far Right, it now represents all
the broken promises of the social contract.
Because Brexit split the country down the midd!
into solidifying tribal loyalties of Leavers and
Remainers, no matter the unfulfilled promises o
leaving, politicians across the spectrum remain
afraid of honestly evaluating Brexit. Worse,
electorally threatened by the populists (not
known for their honesty) mainstream politician:
across the political spectrum have focused on th
bogeyman of immigration in search of populist
votes. A former Home Secretary (of Indian
extraction) spoke of the “invasion of our souther
shores’ while in office. Out of office, her colleag
publicly counted white faces in a Birmingham
neighbourhood. And the current Prime Minister
voiced concern about Britain becoming an ‘islan
of strangers’. These are not words to unite a
multicultural country, forge a middle ground an
seek honest answers for Britain’s economic
problems. Ten years on, Britain is deeply divides
about who it is and what it stands for. The centn
ground lies vacant as politicians chase populist
extremes, making politics a game of survival. Th
statistics speak for themselves: since Brexit, the
U.K. has seen 10 Home Secretaries, nine Foreign
Secretaries, eight Chancellors of the Exchequer
and six Prime Ministers, with a seventh likely
incoming. This is not a country at ease with itsel
or its place in the world.
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Article - 3 : Putin’s Beijing visit and the state of Russia - China ties
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UPSC LINK

PSIR, PAPER 11 2025: The tariff threats have pushed India and the
European Union closer. Evaluate the India-EU partnership.

PSIR, PAPER II 2025: For India, a multipolar world order would also
mean a multipolar Asia. Comment.

PSIR, PAPER 1 2024: Write approximately 150 words on Objective
Resolution of the Constituent Assembly

PSIR, PAPER 11 2024: Do you agree with the view that the EU has thus
far proved to be the most successful experiment in the regional integration
processes? Account for its successes and also some of the recent challenges
that 1t 1s faced with.

PSIR, PAPER I 2023: The main goal of the Fundamental Duties 1n the
Indian Constitution 1s to generate civic responsibility among the citizens.
Explain

PSIR, PAPER 11, 2023: Account for the rise of European Union as a highly
influential regional organisation.
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