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Context

Facts

Article - 1 : PACOM, the deeper meaning behind a dropped prefix

US renaming its

regional command from
"

INDOPACOM "back to

"PACOM" is not a trivial

relabelling but a signal of
deeper shifts in US policy -

towards China, West Asia

& South Asia.

· The U . S. reverted "INDOPACON" # Trump's G-2 framing -
to "Pacona"

, undoing the 2018 hints at a spheres of

change that had folded India influence world where

China dominates Asia.into the strategic frame.

· PACOM's area of responsibility-from the waters off
the U .S. West coast to the western border of India.



PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS

Analytical Crux
Ve

rb
at

im
 Q

uo
te

s
The actual story is the us recasting India's strategic neighbour-
hood across 3 theatres at once . In the Indo-Pacific , Washington
is warming to Beijing which collides head-on with India's vision

of a multipolar Asia. In West Asia
, the Pakistan mediated us-

Iran deal reshuffles the regional Balance . It forces India to

revisit both itsfilt and compliance with US sanctions on Iranian

oil and Chabahar . In South Asia , a single envoy for India &

the wider region signals U . S. ambitions to act as a supra entity.
It is turning the subcontinent into an arena of US-China

competition while SAARC & BIMSTEC stay frozen . Strategic auto-

nony now means India must hedge harder , reviving trilaterals

& regional groupings and reasserting its own neighbourhood
leadership. The US is no longer anchoring the Indo-Pacific

frame India had built its calculus around.

"Shor of the rhetoric , however , the trends in U .S. policy are

clear and New Delhi must plan accordingly , acknowledging
that the shifts run far deeper than the ripples on the

surface caused by a dropped prefix .
"
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Facts

Article - 2 : Strengthening the nested geometry of  RIC-SCO-BRICS

India should

theactively strengthen
interlinked relationehip

among 3 non-western

groupings i. e . RIC, SCO

& BRICS for its strategic

autonomy and systemic

balancing .

· BRICS formalised in 2006 - a so came from Shanghai-5
more than 40 % of global oil process I was founded in 2001 ;

sco development bank hasproduction , around 35 % of
would GDP in PPP terms . been demanded since 2010 .

· RIC (Russia-India-China) began as a foreign minister
level dialogue - an informal meeting in September
2002 but dormant after 2021 .
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with RIC
,
SCO & BRICS is not ad-hocIndia's engagement

opportunism .
It flows from three anchors i .C. strategic autonomy ,

and leadership of the Global South . Withstrategic balancing
Trump era unpredictability , the fallout of the Iran-war and an

India-China thaw
,
India's BRICS presidency is the moment

to revive the dormant RIC and tighten the "nested" RIC-SCO-

BRICS link . India straddles both Emasia and the Indo-

Pacific & it must stay active in both-Eurasia secures resources ,

connectivity (INSTC , TAPI) and global-order reform. The Indo-

Pacific secures economic & technological stakes because China
9-2'with the U .S. While Russiamay agree for a 'managed

insiste on multipolarity , keeping the Russia-India-China

triangle balanced is a strategic gain for India.

·

strategic autonomy is not about ad how transactionalism .

It is about anchoring one's foreign policy on stable,
durable pillars that must be safeguarded from external

"

pressures .
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Article - 3 : Ideology, defection, and the death of  purpose in politics

Tharoor ask what is

politics actually for and

argues that when defection is
driven by power and self-
interest rather than ideology,
it hollows out parties , betrays
the voter's mandate and

corrodes democracy itself .

· The anti-defection law was designed to prevent the

"Aaya Ram , Gaya Ram" defection culture of the 1960s.

· Defectors "manufacture a two- · After the West Bengal assembly
thirds split" - to preserve their elections - defections of TMC

seats while switching sides, MLAs
, municipal councillors &

neutralising anti-defection law .

20 mps to the ruling NDA.
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

Politics exists to pursue a shared vision of a better society & parties
exist as ideological vehicles for competing visions. However , recent

defections carry no ideological reason , they switched for power , protection

from investigative suntiny and office . It turns the voter's mandate
into -personal equity" to be bartered , erases the votes that elected
them . It reduces the anti-defection law to a hudle gamed by

manufacturing two-thirds splits . This is not merely a legal-loophole
problem but a moral-institutional one. The way forward is

normative rather than statutory. It is to make defection carry an

inneversible social and electoral stigma and force candidates to

prove they ar fighting for a better India , not just a better seat
at the table.

-

India's political contestation has transformed from a battle

of ideas into a marketplace of personal profit . They treat the

public mandate as personal equity , a commodity to be bartered

for a ministerial berth or a corporate concession .
"
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PSIR PAPER II, 2025: "India continues to invoke its time-tested 
policy of strategic autonomy vis-à-vis both the USA and Russia... 
Comment."

PSIR PAPER II,2025: "For India, a multipolar world order would 
also mean a multipolar Asia. Comment."

PSIR PAPER II, 2025: "Non-Alignment 2.0 underscores India's 
unique aspiration to emerge as a site for an alternative universality. 
Comment."

PSIR PAPER II, 2024: "Discuss the rationale behind replacing the 
'Asia-Pacific strategy with the new term 'Indo-Pacific' strategy."

PSIR PAPER II, 2024: "Discuss the future of SAARC in the light 
of India's increased focus on other regional groupings like ASEAN 
and BIMSTEC."

PSIR PAPER I, 2023: The decade 1989-1999 has created an 
epochal shift in the Indian party system at the national level. Identify 
the major national trends in the party system during this era.




