
DATE : 27 June 2026

PSIR & GS-2 Daily Brief
About this initiative : Briefs, scans the best academic platforms, national newspapers 
& leading think tanks to pick the most relevant articles & research. It converts them into 

crisp, high-impact points you can directly use in your mains answers.

Brief Issue : 86

PSIR 
Optional by 
Amit Pratap 

Singh
 | ForumIAS |

Article - 1 
The G7 summit in Evian-
France’s bid to restore 

unity : VIF India

Article - 2
India-New Zealand FTA, a 

modern trade partnership :  
The Hindu

Article - 3
The cracks beneath the 
peddled story of  India’s 

growth : The Hindu

-





PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS

Context

Facts

Article - 1 : The G7 summit in Evian-France’s bid to restore unity

97 summit is

held in France
, where

a Western group tries

to stay relevant in

a world that is

becoming multipolar.

· Members present at 67 · India invited for 15th time :

summit : Italy, Canada, pr proposed an International

U. S., U. K., European Union, Mobilisatio Partnesship for

Germany , France & Japan . connectivity& trade (IMPACT)·

· Focus areas : peace and security for Ukraine and Europe ;
the situation in West Asia ; international partnerships and

solidarity ; more balanced economic growth ; and the

future of At .
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

The Evian summit was less about fresh deliverables and more

about a Western club trying to prove it still matters as power
shifts to a multipolar world . The GT wants to write the rules

for AI , critical minerals and the China problem , but it needs

non-members like India , Kenya and even China to do so. It is

a proof that Western institutions cannot manage today's
problems alone. Technology and energy security have become

the new currency of great-power competition , bluning the
old line between economics and security

.
For India

,

the value

lies in the "strategic autonomy" position . It positioned
itself as a voice for developing nations and the Global South

that seeks genuine partnerships rather than aid.

"The G7 is no longer just a club of rich nations but is

playing an important role in shaping global norms , crises

I managing newly emerging challenges from AI, critical

minerals and supply chains .
"

- Dr. Gaurav Dutta
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Context

Facts

Article - 2 : India-New Zealand FTA, a modern trade partnership

India - New Zealand

Free Trade Agreement matters

less for its modest trade

numbers and more for what it

shows about how trade deals

work to day.

· Bilateral Merchandise-$13 India's sector out of

billion in FY 2024-25 . liberalisation- Dairy.

· The FTA proposed investment a New Zealand offers duty

commitment of $20 billion free access on 100 % of

over next 15 years. tariff lines for Indian goods.
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

The idea is that a 21st-century FTA is no longer a tariff
deal . It turns on logistics , certification , predictability and

compliance and the India - New Zealand pact is an example

of this shift. Because the trade volumes are modest , the

agreement matters more for what it signals than for what

it immediately delivers . India's "open new doors
,
but protect

the sensitive ones" and a move toward a facilitation-led
trade policy.

The competitiveness flows as much from rules-

of-origin readiness, supply-chain traceability and faster
customs as from the tariff line itself.

"Modern FTAs are no longer about lowering customs
duties . It is a strategic trade pact with long-term
economic potential. It is built around rules, compliance

& logistics , not just tariff cuts ."

- Aditya NadKarni & Snehal Gadhave
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Context

Facts

Article - 3 : The cracks beneath the peddled story of  India’s growth

India's "fastest-

growing economy" hides

serious structural weaknesses

like heavy import dependence,

a manufacturing revolution

and fragile external cushions.

· India imports : 90 % of its · Foreign exchange reserves :

crude oil and half of its fell from $720 billion

natural gas requirements . to $601 billion .

· Foreign portfolio investors withdrew-E2. 2 lakh crore

from Indian equities in 2025-26.
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Analytical Crux

India's growth story faces deep structural fragility. Domestic

urea production depends on LNG and potash imports. The

high import dependence is challenge for demographic dividend.

India's external cushions i.e. remittances and services exports

are fragile , exposed to Western anti-immigration politics &

Al . India slipped from 6th to 7th in global market-

capitalisation rankings . Food delivery , ride-hailing& quick-

commerce platforms may create high valuations , but they

do not build technological sovereignty. There is a need for

technological dominance like Taiwan dominates advanced

semiconductors through TSMC and South Korea through

Samsung
.



UPSC LINK

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS

PSIR PAPER II, 2025: India maintains strong ties with countries that will 
assure a free and open Indo-Pacific and guarantee greater connectivity 
with rest of the world. Analyze.

PSIR PAPER II, 2025: For India, a multipolar world order would also 
mean a multipolar Asia. Comment.

GS PAPER III, 2025: What are the challenges before the Indian economy 
when the world is moving away from free trade and multilateralism to 
protectionism and bilateralism? How can these challenges be met?

GS PAPER III, 2025: India aims to become a semiconductor 
manufacturing hub. What are the challenges faced by the semiconductor 
industry in India? Mention the salient features of the India Semiconductor 
Mission

GS PAPER II, 2024: 'The West is fostering India as an alternative to 
reduce dependence on China's supply chain and as a strategic ally to 
counter China's political and economic dominance.' Explain this statement 
with examples

PSIR PAPER II, 2023: What diplomatic steps has India taken to 
articulate the interests of the Global South in International Politics?


