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Ocean will make this 
India’s maritime century : 

The Statesman

July opens the biggest 
chapter in India-UK trade 

ties : The Hindu

It’s time to resume the 
India-China strategic 

economic dialogue : IE
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Context

Facts

Ocean will make this India’s maritime century

An argument that the
"Indian Ocean Century" will be
decided as much by India's ports,

navy and civilisational soft

power as by hard military
strength - with Vizhinjam and

Kerala placed at the centre

of the push.

·· 80 % of the world's seaborne -60 % of global oil shipments+

oil trade passes through the one-third of international

Indian Ocean. cango cross the Indian Ocean.

· -75 % of India's transshipment cargo goes through foreign
ports (Colombo/Singapone/Dubais - the dependency Vizhinjam
is meant to fix.
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

The real claim is not "build a bigger navy. " It is that India's
monitime weight will stand on two legs at once-hard capability
(Vizhinjam , the Southern Naval Command , surveillance) and trust-based,

cooperative influence the author labele Pharma Diplomacy . Ending
reliance on Colombo , Singapore and Dubai is pitched as strategic

autonomy , not just cheaper logistics. India's bid for the maritime

century is being sold as capability plus credibility , hardware

plus heritage.

ee

Geography cannot be rewritten. The Indian Ocean bears
India's name for a reason , and its strategic centrality
remains unchanged .

"

·
The tides of history are once again turning towards the
Indian ocean. And when history sails through these

waters
,
India will not merely witness the journey - it

will keep steer it .
"



PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS

Context

Facts

July opens the biggest chapter in India-UK trade ties

A walkthrough of
the India-UK CETA (the

FTA)
, written by the UK's own

trade commisioner
, arguing it

is a new "template" for
modern trade deals because

it pains deep market access

with first-of-their-kind
values chapters.

* The FTA's formal name is · India will remove or

CETA-Comprehensive reduce tariffs on 90 % of
Economic & Trade Agreement. its tariff lines for UK products.

· India is the fastest-growing 920 economy , on track to be

world's 3rd largest within 5 years ; the UK was the 3rd

fastest growing 6-7 economy in 2025 .



PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS

Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

Past the celebratory tone , the takeaway is that CETA is being
positioned as a "new template" deal-deep market access plus

first-of-their-kind chapters on anti-corruption , gender ,

development , labom and environment. A shift from defensive
caution at the INTO to confident bilateral and plunilateral deals.

Two details carry the most weight-the tariff asymmetry and

the deliberate carve-outs for dairy and edible oils , which show
India is liberalising selectively ,

not blindly . One caution is :

This is authored by the UK's trade commissioner , so the gains
are stated at their most optimistic and the domestic -

disruption side is left out.

"The most economically significant trade deal that the UK

has done since leaving the European Union.

- Harjinder Kang
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Context

Facts

It’s time to resume the India-China strategic economic dialogue

A practical case for

reviving the India-China

Strategic Economic Dialogue ,

arguing India must treat

its trade deficit and

developmen needs - not just

the boundary-as "core"

issues with Beijing.

* The Bilateral strategic economic India's chief concern is the

dialogue was launched about wide and widening trade

15years ago by pra Manmohan deficit , with mercantilism

central to China's policy toolbox .Singh and Wen Jiabao.
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

The author's ask is narrow and practical : revive the strategic
Economic Dialogue that ran 2011-2019 and died after Galwan.

The more is to redefine "core" interests - pushing the idea that

India's development and industrial capacity , not only boundary,

must sit at the centre of the relationship. The tension is

that India depends on Chinese machinery & technology and

runs a widening deficit , yet cannot afford to decouple -

""especially when signals from the largest economy remain

worrisome
.
" Engagement out of necessity and hedging -

strategic autonomy applied to the world's second-largest
economy, not trust .

"The weaponisation of trade, finance and energy by the US that

Began almost a decade ago and became intense following
the Russia-Ukraine war

,
remains a matter of concern for

both countries .
"

- Sanjaya Barr
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PSIR PAPER II, 2025: India maintains strong ties with countries that will 
assure a free and open Indo-Pacific and guarantee greater connectivity 
with rest of the world. Analyze.

PSIR PAPER II, 2025: For India, a multipolar world order would also 
mean a multipolar Asia. Comment.

GS PAPER III, 2025: What are the challenges before the Indian economy 
when the world is moving away from free trade and multilateralism to 
protectionism and bilateralism? How can these challenges be met?

GS PAPER III, 2025: India aims to become a semiconductor 
manufacturing hub. What are the challenges faced by the semiconductor 
industry in India? Mention the salient features of the India Semiconductor 
Mission

GS PAPER II, 2024: 'The West is fostering India as an alternative to 
reduce dependence on China's supply chain and as a strategic ally to 
counter China's political and economic dominance.' Explain this statement 
with examples

PSIR PAPER II, 2023: What diplomatic steps has India taken to 
articulate the interests of the Global South in International Politics?






