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Context

Facts

The World is giving up on America

The global disapproval

of the US under Trump's second

term has caused loss of faith

in American democracy and

leadership.

· V-Dem downgraded the U. S. · Since 2023
,

"Us contributes to

from a "liberal democracy" peaceI stability" has
e℃ "to an electoral democracy , fallen in 19 of 22 countries :

stating "democracy in USA bybot points in Australia,

fallen back to same level Canada
,
Poland, Netherlands

as in 1965 .

" and Sweden .

· Freedom House : Global freedom across 200 + countries

& territories has declined for 20 consecutive years.
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

America's fall in global opinion has moved from a passing dip
to structural . In earlier downturns the world disliked

particular us policies but respected US values & the freedom
the country stood for . Trump's second term breaks that pattern

^

by combining aggressive use of hand power abroad with rising
doubt about democracy & personal liberty at home . Critics

angues that a hegemon that stops living up to its own

principles loses the willing followership that made its

leadership cheap . Legitimacy , once lost, is harder to rebuild
than military or economic strength.

"But having swapped soft power for hard power I having
abandoned its commitment to the freedome of its own

citizens in the eyes of much of the world , it will have

to demonstrate that it still cares about those ideals .
"

- Richard Wike
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Context

Facts

North East doesnot need sympathy but commitment

The peace in the

North-East depends on passing

the 125th Constitutional

amendment and putting 6th

Schedule's autonomous councils

on financial & institutional

footing.

· Article 275(1) : grants-in-aid * Bodo Peace accord of 2020 :

from CFI for STS' welfare & surrender of cadres & special

raising level of tribal administration. development package.

· Costitution (125th Amendment) Bill , 2019 : proposes elections

throughState Election Commissions
,
State Finance

Commissions
, anti-defection safeguards , women's representation.
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

The claim is that peace in the North-East will hold if it in

backed by strong , well-funded constitutional institutions,

and not by agreements & assuances . Autonomy under 6th

Schedule has stayed weak because the Autonomous District

Councile lack dependable finances . The 125th amendment

matters for putting their money & powers on a firm footing.
Baro's key more is to link two fiscal routes i. e. Article 225

grants for tribal welfare & Article 200 devolution through
the Finance Commission . It is a case of asymmetric federalism
where special autonomy is treated as a founding constitutional
promise rather than a favour from the Centre.

· The strength of India lies not merely in its geographical
boundaries but in its extraordinary ability to accommodate
diverse identities

,
cultures

, languages & aspirations within

a democratic constitutional framework .

"

- Pramod Bono
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Context

Facts

India -US defence tech ties, big ambitions, little delivery

The India-

us defence ties keep

producing grand

announcements while

co-production &

technology transfer

repeatedly stall.

· Since 2002 , India acquired · ITAR as constraint : India

$) 22 billion of US defence wants technology for self-

equipment, including Apache reliance while US guards
& Chinoolh helicopters. it as a strategic asset.

· In 2024
,
India acquired 31 MQ-GB drones from

General Atomica .
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

The India-us defence ties have grown impressively in trade

but keep stalling where it matters i. e. in co-production and

transfer of technology. Big announcements like the GE FY14

engine , and a run of frameworks from DTTI toiCET to

INDUS-X , have delivered purchases far more than shared

manufacturing capability. The reason is a clash of purposes.

India wants technology & intellectual property to build

self-reliance , while the US treats advanced defence tech-

nology as a guarded strategic asset . The consequence is a

defence relationship that has natured as a procurement

partnership but far less as a mechanism for tansferring

capability & strengthening India's atmanirbharta.

"Successive India-us defence initiatives have been heralded

as 'historic"
, " transformational' or 'game-changing' , yet

implementation has repeatedly fallen well short of the

rhetoric."
- Rahul Bedi
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PSIR PAPER II, 2025: India continues to invoke its time-tested policy of 
strategic autonomy vis-à-vis both the United States of America and Russia 
by rejecting US' offer of mediation on Kashmir issue and by refusing to 
criticize Russia in its ongoing war against Ukraine. Comment.

PSIR PAPER II, 2025: For India, a multipolar world order would also 
mean a multipolar Asia. Comment.

GS PAPER I, 2025: Does tribal development in India centre around two 
axes — those of displacement and rehabilitation? Give your opinion.

PSIR PAPER II, 2024: India and USA have become such strong strategic 
partners that they need not become formal allies. Comment.

PSIR PAPER II, 2023: Discuss the various constraints on American 
hegemony today. Which of these are likely to become more prominent in the 
future?

PSIR PAPER I, 2023: Does the actual working of Indian federalism 
conform to the centralising tendencies in Indian polity? Give reasons for 
your answer.






