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Context

Facts

Civilizational statecraft-India and the emerging world order

The "civilisation" has

become the new vocabulary of

foreign policy , and how India,
Russia

,
China & Turkey are

using their civilisation identity
to claim a bigger role in a world.

* India's 2023 920 theme : * Turkey in 2021 reconstituted

Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam & Turkic Council into

"

One Earth
,
One Family , one Organization of Turkic

Future "as a bridge between states : adopting Turkic

the Global North and South. Would Vision .

· Documents about civilisational turn : the US National Security

Strategy 2025 Civilisational pride), Russia's 2023 Foreign policy
Crussia as a country civilisation)4Xi Jinping's Global
Civilizational Initiative (March 2023)

.
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

The world is drifting away from ideological camps toward a contest

of civilisations . Rising powers are using civilisational identity as a

fresh source of legitimacy to demand a larger seat at the global

high table. For India , strategic autonomyIn multi-alignment are
the natural conduct of an old civilisation , so Arthashastra,
Vasudhaira Kutumbakam

, yoga &
Buddhism become instruments

of statecraft and not merely heritage. The civilisational pride
can raise a nation's confidence , but it cannot stand in for
economic , technological & military power . Whether this turn

steadies multipolarity or breaks the existing order is still
an open question.

ce

A civilizational paradigm is an overarching historical-

philosophical worldview through which a state understands

its identity , legitimacyI role in the international

system .

"

- Prerna Gandhi
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Context

Facts

Indian ocean is Bharat’s strategic trump card against China

Geography is China's

biggest weakness and India's

biggest strength , and India is

waking up to its command

over the Indian Ocean to check

Beijing .

* Beijing
"

Malacea Dilemna" : · India's unsinkable aircraft

80% of China's energy imports
carrier : commands sea lanes

& trade through South China Connecting East Asia to

sea of the strait of Malacea. Europe , Africa & West Asia.

· India's manitime footprint : Port victoria (Seychelles),

Sabang (Indonesia) , Dugm Coman) , Changi (Singapore).
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Analytical Crux

China's moves
, from Tibet and CPEC to Taiwan& the string of

Pearls are attempts to escape a body that is boxed in on

landI dependent on the Malacca chokepoint it does not

control . India sits astride the Indian Ocean and commands

the sea lanes China use . This is why Beijing prefers to keep

the LAC unsettled & India busy in the Himalayas . China's

real aim is not to defeat India in battle but to stop India

from eve cashing in its maritime advantage. Therefore , India

does not have to match China ship for ship ; it has to play
the ocean that carries its name.
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Context

Facts

US’s hubris has yielded a dramatically more dangerous world

The US-led was

on Iran backfired and it

show the limits of raw

military power in an age

of drones , chokepoints &

asymmetric warfare.

· Reopened Hormuz : Iranian export of over 40 million barrels of

oil, the unfreezing of tens of billions of dollars in assets,

and a multinational reconstruction fund.

· Global commons in international law : Straits like Hormuz

and Malacca are open to free navigation , unlike the man-

made Panama and Suez Canals which charge for services.
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

A war meant to force regime change strengthened the target,
humiliated the attacker and reopened a strait that was never

closed before the fighting began , which proves how a weaker state

can now paralyse the global economy at a chokepoint.The killing
of regime's top leaders makes room for a younger and angrier
generation , and the gentle treatment of a nuclear North Korea

agains a non-nuclear Fran teaches every ambitious state

to build the bomb . For the Global South , and for an energy-
dependent India , the cost of such wars is exported to

bystanders through oil shocks , inflation and a weaker currency.
Therefore , the war underscored the severe limitations of

coercive military power in an era where asymmetric capabilities
can disrupt global superpower superiority.

"Military hubris , when detached from coherent objectives &
historical reality , inevitably yields a fractured international
order& a dramatically more dangerous world

"

" - S
.
Tharoor
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PSIR PAPER II, 2025: Critically analyse the different phases of India's 
foreign policy since independence. How justified is S. Jaishankar's 
classification of the current phase as 'energetic diplomacy'?

PSIR PAPER II, 2025: India maintains strong ties with countries that will 
assure a free and open Indo-Pacific and guarantee greater connectivity with 
the rest of the world. Analyse.

PSIR PAPER II, 2024: Does the idea of the 21st century as the 'Asian 
century' remain feasible given the growing friction between India and 
China?

PSIR PAPER II, 2024: Do you agree that the USA uses NATO as a 
traditional tool of strategy to perpetuate its hegemony in the world?

GS PAPER II, 2024: The West is fostering India as an alternative to reduce 
dependence on China's supply chain and as a strategic ally to counter 
China's political and economic dominance. Explain this statement with 
examples.






