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Context

Facts

India - Seychelles relations, exploring blue economy

Agreements between India

& Seychelles shift the relationship

from maritime security into the

blue economy , or they set up

frameworks that still have to

be filled.

· Scychelles : 115 Islands * India & Seychelles : diplomatic

sitting on the sea lanes relations in 1976
,
Bilateral

that link the Gulf with trade in US $72.92 million

South and East Asia . in 2024 -25 .

· The ICAR-Seychelles Agriculture Department Work Plan (2026-
31) : covers climate-smart agriculture , horticulture , post-
harvest management , livestockI food security.
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

The visit of PM marks a real change in what India offers a small

Island state. It is no longer security guarantees and grante,
but credit lines

, payment rails & institutional membership. The

visit produced 19 bilateral outcomes across development finance,

digital payments , maritime cooperation , agriculture I capacity
building
. Seychelle launched the world's 1st sovereign blue bond

and the 1st marine debt-for-nature swap , and both delivered

less than advertised because the constraint was never capital,

it was the ability of administration to design In run projects.

The agreements are impressive but the concern is its implemen-

tation. Therefore , implementation capacity , project preparation,

& institutional coordination is as important as financing itself

"India's scale and technical capabilities complement Seychelles'
experience as a small island state that has pioneered blue

finance and ocean governance deals .
"

-

Priya Miniam Noronha
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Context

Facts

Future prospects for the Indo-Pacific beyond US commitment

After us has dropped 'Indo'

from the name of its largest
combatant command

,
the response

is not to declare the Indo-Pacific
dead but strengthening relation
between India

, Japan & Australia.

· Japan's Free and Open Indo-Pacific (FOIP) : foreign policy
doctrine

, combining security coordination with public goods

through economic security pillare.

⑧ India's upgradation : from SAGAR (Security & Growth for All
in the Region) in 2015 to MAHASAGAR Crutual & Holistic

Advancement for Security & Growth Across Regione) in 2025.

· Australia : 1st country to use "Indo-Pacific" since 2017 ,
contributes critical mineral wealth plus sustainable mining

technologies .
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Analytical Crux
The name change is being seen as a strategy change . USA

has not abandoned the region , it has shifted its attention

to West Asia, Eastern Europe & above all the Americas.

The main argument is that instead of asking the US to come

back
,
the three resident powers should strengthen their

capabilitiess Japan with pecision manufacturingI newly
liberalised defence technology , India with space & digital

public infrastructure , Australia with critical minerals and

its standing among the Pacific Islands . If the Indo-Pacific

a a concept lacks content, the way forward is not to

dismiss it as a placeholder , but to fill it with content

amenable to empirical measurement and demonstration.
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Context

Facts

Canada-India defence collaboration for a secure future

Canadian defence

Budget increased up to 5 %

of GDP creates an opening

for Indian industry.

· Canada have 10th largest reserves of race earth elements,

3rd largest recoverable resources of manium , and 5 % of

the world's tungsten reserves.

·· India & Canada : Defence dialogue , India-Canada MoU : on

defence advisers accredited in the critical minerals value

Ottawa and Delhi. chain signed in 2026.
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Analytical Crux

Canada has committed to a defence budget that will be

double a share of a 910 economyI it does not have the

industrial base to absorb that money . India has manufacturing

scale and wants technology & the offered bargain is Canadian

R& D
, aerospace depth& critical minerals . Therefore, Canada's

strengths in advanced technologies can complement India's

scale
, manufacturing capacity & expanding industrial base.

There is institutional scaffolding because accredited Defence

Advisers in both capitals , an agreed Defence Dialogue and

signed critical minerals MoU . Both the countries have stood

shoulder to shoulder in the past and need to strengthen

their relation because securities in every
domain are inextrically

linked .
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PSIR 2025, Paper II: India maintains strong ties with countries that will 
assure a free and open Indo-Pacific and guarantee greater connectivity with 
rest of the world. Analyze.

• PSIR 2025, Paper II: Historical ties between India and Japan grew into a 
'special strategic and global partnership'. Comment.

• PSIR 2024, Paper II: Discuss the rationale behind replacing the 'Asia-
Pacific' strategy with the new term 'Indo-Pacific' strategy.

• GS 2024 Paper II: Discuss the geopolitical and geostrategic importance 
of Maldives for India with a focus on global trade and energy flows. Further 
also discuss how this relationship affects India's maritime security and 
regional stability amidst international competition?"

• GS 2023, Paper II: Sea is an important Component of the Cosmos.' 
Discuss in the light of the above statement the role of the IMO (International 
Maritime Organization) in protecting environment and enhancing maritime 
safety and security.






