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Facts

Context

The return of  Industrial statecraft in geopolitics & warfare

The Russia-Ukraine

was, the Iran-Israel conflict

and intensifying us-china

strategic competition have

revived the importance of

industrial capacity in

warfare..

· SIPRI Yearbook 2026 records the 12th consecutive year of

growth in global military expenditure since 2015.

· India's Draft Defence Acquisition Procedure (2026) shifte

focus from "Made in India" to "owned by India" emphasising
intellectual property and source-code ownership.
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

The article highlights a paradigm shift in warfare where

industrial resilience has become as critical as technological
superiority. Long ware demand sustained production of weapons ,

critical minerals & defence equipment , making supply chains a key

strategic asset. China's dominance in care-earth processing and

manufacturing offers it significant geopolitical leverage. For
India

, genuine strategic autonomy will depend les on defence
imports & more on indigenous innovation , ownership of defence

technologies , resilient industrial ecosystems& the capacity to

sustain production during prolonged conflicts.

"Supply chains have become a strategic terrain , while

blurring of lines between the civilian& military domains ."

- Pheena Gandhi
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Context

Facts

From 1991, three foreign policy lessons for managing disruption

India's response to

external crises should primarily
be rooted in domestic resilience,

economic reforms and strategic

flexibility rather than

diplomacy alone.

* The 1990 Kuwait crisis &
· 3 lessons : No balance of power

the collapse of Soviet Union
is permanent ; strategic debate

triggered India's balance-of-
is an asset ; diplomacy

payments crisis & the 1991
alone cannot manage

economic reforms. systemic shocks.
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

The article argues that India's greatest strategic strength
lies in domestic transformation rather than reactive diplomacy.
Just as the 1991 crisis was ultimately overcome through
structural economic reforms , today's geopolitical volatility
requires stronger economic competitiveness , energy security,
institutional capacity & informed strategic debate

. Policy-
makers must avoid rigid assumptions and remain adaptable
to rapidly changing power equations. The central lesson is
that resilient domestic capabilities provide the foundation

upon which effective diplomacy & strategic autonomy can
be sustained in an increasingly unpredictable international
ordel .

·

Unpredictability is not an interruption of normal

international politics ; it is one of its permanent

features"/
- C . Raja Moham
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Context

Facts

India’s 2028-29 UN Security Council campaign

India has launched

its campaign for a non-

permanent seat on the UNSC

for 2028-29 . Its success will

depend on sustained

engagement with the African

Union .

* African Union has 54 * India faces Tajikistan

members
, making it the in a contested election

,

largest regional voting unlike its uncontested

Bloc in the UNGA. 2021-22 UNSC bid.
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

The article underscores that contemporary UN elections

increasingly reward institutional coalition-building
rather than diplomatic prestige alone . Africa's growing
collective influence through the African Union makes

continent-wide engagement indispensable for India's global
ambitions . While India's development partnership with African
countries remains a major strength, revitalising mechanisms

such as the India-Africa Forum Summit and deepening
engagement with AU institutions will be equally important.

The UNSC campaign therefore represents not merely an

electoral contest but a broader test of India's multilateral

diplomacy & Global South leadership.

"Diplomatic reputation and bilateral partnerships remain

important , but they no longer guarantee electoral
9

success
- Dr. Rajeesh Kuman
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PSIR 2025, Paper II : "Trump's return to the White House is a jolt to push the 
European Union to invest in its own defence and economic and technological 
revival." Comment.

PSIR 2024, Paper II : The changing global order and ongoing regional conflicts, 
with the global powers taking sides, have jeopardised the progress made towards 
disarmament in the past. Comment.

PSIR 2025, Paper II : India continues to invoke its time-tested policy of strategic 
autonomy vis-à-vis both the United States of America and Russia by rejecting US' 
offer of mediation on Kashmir issue and by refusing to criticize Russia in its 
ongoing war against Ukraine. Comment.

PSIR 2025, Paper II : Critically analyze the different phases of India's foreign 
policy since independence. How justified, do you think, is S. Jaishankar's 
classification of the current phase as the phase of 'energetic diplomacy'?

PSIR 2025, Paper II : Does the Non-Aligned Movement have any future in the 
wake of India's growing indifference towards it?

PSIR 2024, Paper II : "India must strive to become a semi-permanent member of 
the UNSC, rather than a permanent member without the right to veto." Comment.

PSIR 2023, Paper II : Discuss the importance of India's role in UN peacekeeping 
operations as a ground for its claim to a permanent seat in the UN Security 
Council.






