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Context

Facts

India’s case for a multi pronged Pakistan strategy

India's

Pakistan policy

should more

beyond the binary
debate of military
retaliation versus

restraint .

· Uni (2016) , Balakot (2019)& India has Kept Indus

Operation Sindoom(2025) Waters Treaty (IWTS in

demonstrate India's abeyance , adding economic

calibrated use of conventional concion to its counter-

military use . terrorism toolkit.
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

Pakistan-sponsored terrorism requires a multi-domain coercive

strategy rather than reliance on a single instrument . While
overt military strikes create credibility and impose visible

costs
,
covert operations , diplomatic isolation and economic

measures such as the suspension of the INT provide sustained

pressure without necessarily escalating to full-scale conflict.

However
,
Kinetic responses alone cannot address locally

facilitated terrorist attacks
, underscoring the need for

stronger intelligence , internal security and force preparedness.

strategic flexibility , therefore, should remain the cornerstone

of India's Pakistan policy.

"Ultimately ,
the choice is not between overt action

and restraint
,
but between strategic rigidity

and strategic flexibility ."
- Kartik Bommakanti
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Context

Facts

India must lead in securing the strait of  Bab-el-Mandeb

Amid renewed Houthi

threats to disrupt shipping
in the Red Sea

,
India should

assume a proactive maritime

security role by leading a

theatre-specific naval task

force with France & Japan.

· Nearly one-third of India's · During the 2023-24 Red Sea

trade passes through the crisis
,
over 2000 ships diverted

Bab-el-Mandeb strait. via the Cape of Good Hope.

· France and Japan maintain naval bases in Djibouti,

making them natural partners for an India-led

manitime initiative.
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

Maritime security is fundamentally linked to economic resilience

& supply chain stability . Disruptions at Bab-el-Mandeb affect
insurance premiums , shipping costsa global trade for beyond
the immediate conflict zone. Instead of depending exclusively
on US-led coalitions or UN interventions , India should strengthen
issue-based maritime cooperation under SAGAR through a limited

trade-protection task force . Such an approach would safeguard
India's commercial interests

, reinforce its role as a net security

provider in the Indian Ocean and uphold a rules-based

maritime order without entering formal military alliances.

"India has both the responsibility& the capability to

prevent the Bab-el-Mandeb from becoming a literal

Gate of Tears' this time .

"

-

Raja Karthikeya
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Context

Facts

Governor’s role in Centre-state relations - A balancing act

There is growing

constitutional friction

between Governors and

elected state governments,

particularly over delays in

granting assent to bills.

· Article 163 does not explicitly define the Governor's

discretionary powers , while Article 200 prescribes no timeline

for deciding on Bills .

The Punchhi Commission recommended replacing the

Governor's removal at the "pleasure of the President"

with removal by the state Legislature.



PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS

Analytical Crux

· In "Assent
, withholding or Reservation of Bills (2025),

the Supreme Court held that counts cannot prescribe

mandatory timelines , though prolonged inaction remains

subject to limited judicial review.

The office of the Governor is intended to function as a

constitutional bridge between the Union& the States , not as

an instrument of political contestation. Ambiguities in Articles

1634200 have increasingly generated disputes over legislative
assent I gubernatorial discretion . While the Supreme Court

has clarified that indefinite delays are constitutionally

impermissible , it has also reaffirmed the limits of judicial

intervention by refusing to impose rigid timelines . Durable

reform will require clearer constitutional conventions,

objective appointment practices and greater accountability
to preserve the spirit of cooperative federalism.
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PSIR 2025, Paper II :  "Would you agree with the contention that India's 
inclination to lean on a 'more aggressive hyper-realist posture' has gained a 
new momentum in the aftermath of the Pahalgam terrorist strike? 
Comment."

PSIR 2025, Paper II : India invoking strategic autonomy towards both the 
USA and Russia, by rejecting the US offer of mediation on Kashmir and 
refusing to criticise Russia.

GS-2 2024 : Geopolitical and geostrategic importance of Maldives for 
India, with a focus on global trade and energy flows, and its effect on 
India's maritime security.

GS-2 2025 : Energy security as the dominant kingpin of India's foreign 
policy, linked to India's influence in Middle Eastern countries.

PSIR 2025 : "Examine the constitutional provisions and nature of advisory 
jurisdiction of Supreme Court of India. Evaluate your answer with relevant 
examples." Asked for the first time, and asked in the year the Presidential 
Reference was made.

PSIR 2025 :  "The recent developments in Indian Politics has not eroded 
the true spirit of federalism in India. Critically examine this statement with 
the help of appropriate examples."






