24 July 2026

DATE

PSIR & (GS-2

DAILY BRIEF

ABOUT THIS INITIATIVE

Briefs, scans the best academic platforms, national r u'\\'\’;nz;w;\ & leading think tanks to pick the most

relevant articles & research. It converts them into ¢i

mains answers.

ARTICLE

Ol

Who gained from the

NATO Ankara summit:

VIF India

.41 =+ . g .
), high-tmpact ponts you can directly use in vour

~® SOURCES SCANNED TODAY *-

/// \\
orid N
V% Focus

7 B CARNEGIE - SN NN
ENDOWMENT FOR FOREIGN \
/ ‘J INTER Nr« IONAL PEACE "\[“B\lRS \

f‘ THEIDIPLOMAT ryrarey

e N

YN The
& Economist

I\ Kllllll th \ i
Project Syndicate

ORF . &
s EEW

&The Indian EXPRESS

ARTICLE
)2

Bangladesh'’s instability has
sharpened India’s Chicken
Neck Challenge : Firstpost

BRIEF ISSUE 107

-
i

W

_— . B
PSIR OPTIONAL BY

Amit Pratap Singh

| ForumlAS |

ARTICLE

Restoration of J&K
statehood calls for
phased roadmap : |IE




Who gained from the NATO Ankara summit

%Y VIVEKANAN DABENSRERIN ATTONAL FOUNDATION

Seeking Harmony in Diversity

ot 3d e aeca L NATO

Home > Who Gained from the NATO Ankara Summit: An Assessment

NATU o

SUMMIT

2026 - 7 . Dr Pravesh Kumar
‘ y o 40015 B ecen : Gupta, Associate
ANKARAR oo o IR ; Fellow, VIF
TURKIYE W4 e
Ny ' : : DETAIL >
N
e h
“ A\ [ 4 x
" B

Related Articles

Sumni Nrea 66(‘)\ wmed

alliamce wad ta de/.\fc‘ie,

frtea el d.iebuw cesA OUVen

) Moving Beyond
Strategic Aut

Listen to this article now 1.0x The 2926 North
Powere d by Trinity Audio Atlantic Treaty

Organisation (NATO)

00:00 09:17 summitin Anka éMde/\/\. gl SL\OV\J:V\g p) UKAQJ\V\Q

Who Gained from the NATO Ankara
Summit: An Assessment

Who Gained from

| M the NATO Ankara O/\\d’ nga e..

Dr Pravesh Kumar Gupta, Associate Fellow, VIF Summit: An

Assessment
f= July 22,2026 <© Views: 14846 (=) Comments: 0 Barbernsind A il

Facts

B Avticde S and NATO’sS 360  detemence /yt,/\.a;tega

weae zfe/o.(y(j‘('/\ waed -

B Alkes omnounced. ouen B < 70 bition won F»ch(tjc_d Ao)v
$ SO0 g)("Q_Q}“QV\_ ' new Ukaodne tnh 2026 ’ wta E(AAG'FL

debe/wce, Prow/\c,w\wbg va\d Co»uado. now 6Cvxamuvg
<f. tnduntadal &x‘oaxm/y{\ov\. wost M.Qitazsa amirLamce .

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS



Analytical Crux
The Sumnutl dewonntaroled Hiok A'Lmi:a[c (ntarests out-

wu“él/\ Cnkeanod dJ‘AO«aAcwwib within NATO. wWhile bundem
Mauva fon Sf/u‘6:ted 4o woudA EcMa-Pc, , Hhe 0C continues Po
Slr\o.f:e the alliawce'’s sim:tear‘c direetion - TMKx“dc, wuac,d
an the principle EC/V\bér\u\CULd L@ Reveraging (s geopolitical
Rocation. delence L“v\cLuAt/\a { wediakion role O secure
concemmionn Braw\ Ihe Wenlt, Forn Tndia, the Sumnul under-
Stones the (rnporLamce 6‘6 dc()e/we,e, Cnduuntrial co;.’awi’ﬁ 3
alliomce FO«eji(‘C/) an~d /sivateafc B,chjéfﬁistg arid oan

L‘MAcw\vaﬂa cowx.f)ei'(‘i:f‘ue, 8QOEOL Sw.c/\ii’ﬁ o et .

Verbatim Quotes

e

Ba)ffie, all Hhe a/»\i'f‘q‘q:a.tc”ovx, the NATO sSuminl (i~ ArKoua
dumows?t)\odld EH,\cJt H.e G'raow\;,zai'fov\ {/\o./.s Swwr‘ue_d, +he

Gn\dle omd in Aenilient.” — Praves~ Kumoa q“‘fta

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS



Bangladesh’s instability has sharpened India’s Chicken Neck Challenge

.
F"’St')()St NEWS World Videos Explainers Opinion

FOQ,QowFV\é Poiiit(‘oo-@/

CJI\O/*\@eA (A Bam(cjﬂadt.sl«) CONCEANA

Bangladesh’s instability has
sharpened India’s ‘Chicken

Neck’ challenge howe grow~ ouver the Se,c,wu“ta

0-6 Thdbas 22 Kem wride S(Qiau,d

Connidor (CClhuckew Neck), Hhe

India could consider notifying a union territory around the Siliguri Corridor

consisting of parts of all bordering districts o Q e d Q/ (\ r : w y\ . ! ‘Av\g ! t 6

-~

@ Subscribe @ Join Us €) + Follow us

— Noatheonl ot wmcunland

Pradesh S~
>

A
W/‘\%(\b I "\ d}v\ a )

— \_,\-/)

Facts

. The Tndua- &M@Qa,olwk border ¢a Uogé Ku Qoyg aca oSS

{)-r"ue, Thdiouw Staten-

B Bm@ﬂao\wL A Awiufma He Lalmonirtol ajAéidol wrtHA

Chinene omminatomce , aboud 138 Kw 'evow\ e coxanidon.

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS




Analytical Crux

The anticle arguen tHhaot Tadia’'s eantuwn S(,ou/\itd st
adaft to d/\amac“v\a )\‘8(‘011\&-0. (cjeo‘ooﬁji'rc/s Ackhen Hhon J\c%
o hirtorical @ooolw-{,&. The Sib‘@w\fi Corrddon draa become
Atvateafwﬂﬂa valnenoble due #o t”wo\oo./»?vxﬁ Chinene  tnfluence
omd  politicol wv\cutaimi(y G Bamglodeot. . The biroadea
Lescon (s the weed {on A‘tkov\ﬁ(,g, Lorxden (nfrostructue ,
w\iﬂit@\a mewed.nm ) oovw\e,c;tr‘uclta ot nctives 4 suntained
ip Qomeactic wgcﬁemui wt Hn Ba»\gﬁa.dcsk o seceune Indiars

North cont

Verbatim Quotes

. Tudias banic FY&wJAc Haol e crectign 06 Gama&zdo;&.
waa He raeull of *the soacnfice of Tndiom Soldiews,

)

o oua,FOAaJted 0.61',0\, SO (jw

—Vice Adwiaal Shekbhoan Sinha

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS



Restoration of J&K statehood calls for phased roadmap

Restoration of J&K statchood calls for
a phased and negotiated roadmap

THASbeen seven yearssince Jammu

& Kashmir was downgraded to a

UnionTerritory. It hasbeen five years

since the Union government com

mitted in Parliament to restore state
hood. It has been four years since delimita
tion was done. It has been three years since
the Supreme Court was assured of restora
tion. It has been two years since an elected
government took office.

Yet, so far, there has not even been a seri
ous conversation about it. The only response
from the Centre, a clearand consistent one,
has been an assurance wrapped in ambi
guity: Statehood will be restored at the “ap
propriate ime”, The “appropriate time” is
not adate onthe calendar; itiswhatevertime
suits the present dispensation. At the “ap
propriate time” is not a promise but an in
strument of power. Every demandforadate
is anindicator of impatience, and every post
ponement a proof of prudence.

Faced with growing public disillusion
ment locally over the Omar Abdullah-led
government's performance, the National
Conference recently launched an outreach
drive. Alter civil-society consultations, it
called for a protest in New Delhi on July 20.

The National Conference positioned its
protest as a broad-based political initiative
rather than a party-specific agitation.
Though well-placed to lead the J&K parties
and wider civil society by virtue of a strong
electoral mandate, all the Valley-centric
parties decided not to participate in the pro
test. This has turned a potential show of
strength into a display of fragmentation
thereby significantly reducing the political
pressure on the Union government to act.

e
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Without a united front at least from the Val
ley, the Centre can easily treat the demand
as partisan rather than regional, and delay
statehood restorationon its own timeline.

Being a constituent of the INDIA bloc,
the National Conference had also reached
out to the national and r nal parties to
build a wider constituency of support and
gain greater political traction. This could
have provided an opportunity to frame the
demand as a larger federal issue that
touches upon the basic structure of India’s
constitutional arrangements. For the most
potent blueprint forthe restoration of state
hood is not a political manifesto of any
party, but an agenda for federal democratic
polity of India. But that was not 1o be.

As the National Conference assembled
in New Dethifor the restoration of statehood
for J&K the refrain in the lacklustre affair was
unfulfilied promises rather than rights de
nied. Speeches, slogans and bytes invoked
constitutional morality, legislative assur
ances, judicial precedents and political com
mitments. These are valid, necessary politi
cal arguments but have limited relevance in
the current context

For the Centre, it is amply evident that
security and “normalcey” are the non-ne
gotiable pre-conditions for restoring state
hood. This is not a temporary
hurdle. Until these concerns are
credibly addressed, arguments
based only on constitutional
grounds will remain secondary in
the decision-making process at
the highest levels

Therestoration of statehood is
not a simple administrative deci
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Engaging substantively with
the Centre’s stated concerns on
security and governance could
prove more consequential than
constitutional arguments alone

sion or aone-sided concession. It will bethe
outcome of a political bargain in which en
hanced powers and privileges will come
withgreater responsibilities, aka condition
alities. This is already visible in the case of
Ladakh, where statehood has been made
contingent on meeting certain revenue and
self-sustainability criteria. J&K is unlikely
to be treated differently.

This is why the political leadership in
J&K needs to move beyond making a legal
‘ngaging substantively with the
Centre's stated concerns on security and
governance could prove more consequen
tial than constitutional arguments alone,
The tragic killing of a police officer on
Amamath Yatraduty, the first terror attack
in the Valley since Pahalgam, servesasa
stark illustration of why constitutional ar
guments alone are insufficient without
credible progress on the ground.

Treating the security issue as a
chicken-and-egg problem — the lack of
full powers is cited as the reason for li
mited initiative — is technically correct
but politically unwise because it restricts
the space for political agency. While the
elected government's limited powers are
a structural constraint, demonstrating
statecraft even within the current frame
work could help build credibility
with the Centre.

From the Union’s point of view,
the restoration of statehood may be
seenasadecisiontobetakenatan
appropriate time. However, from
the perspective of J&K, it willbea
process. Statehood cannot simply
be restored by an executive order

casce.

changing itsstatus Suchamovewould leave
the underlying administrative and linancial
distortions created since 2019 largely unad
dressed. Converting the [ormer state into a
Union Territory did not just alter its admin
istrative boundaries, it fundamentally
changedits governance DNA and deepened
J&K's dependence on the Centre.

It is high time to move away from the
binary of statehood restoration to what it
will entail, politically and administratively.
A more strategic approach would require
the JEK political leadership to move from
episodic mobilisation to a sustained,
multi-track engagement, In the short term,
thiswould mean building a unified negoti
ating position across partiesonthe bench
marks for “normalcy” that the Centre con
siders non-negotiable.

In parallel, the focus should shift to ne
gotiating a time-bound framework,
possibly through a structured adminis
trative mechanism of unwinding the cen
tral controls. Without such a phased and
negotiated roadmap, the demand for state
hood risks remaining a recurring political
slogan instead of becoming a manageable
political settlement.

It is unlikely that the recent Delhi protest
will be the starting point of a political pro
cess for statehood with status reacha
milestone on that road, the Valley-centric
political leadership needsto prioritise prag
matic sequencing over fragmented postur
, This will determine if J&K can convernt
public sentiment into concrete constity
tonal gains in the coming years.

The writer is the former finance mnister of 14K
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UPSC LINK

PSIR 2024, Paper II : "Do you agree with the view that the USA uses
NATO as a traditional tool of strategy to perpetuate its hegemony 1n the
world?"

PSIR 2025, Paper 11 : "Trump's return to the White House 1s a jolt to push
the European Union to invest in 1its own defence and economic and
technological revival." Comment.

PSIR 2025, Paper II : "China's growing footprint and a tangible shift in
power dynamics in Bangladesh has weakened India's leverage in Dhaka."
Comment.

PSIR 2024, Paper II : implications of scrapping the Free Movement
Regime with Myanmar for the ethno-political dynamics of the north-eastern
region.

PSIR 2025, Paper 1 : "Declineate the key factors that have shaped the
evolving political landscape in Jammu and Kashmir post 2019."

GS-2 2025 : nature of the J&K Legislative Assembly after the
Reorganization Act, 2019, and the powers and functions of the UT
Assembly.
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