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India and the rising cost of strategic autonomy
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China’s water threats , India’s Malacca leverage
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China’s Water Threats, India’s Malacca
Leverage and Growing Indo-Pacific

Contestation
While China's leverage over India runs through an upstream river Beijing controls, India's Q/\ OM d, ‘k‘\ e S'tYOJt G& MO-Q ma.

leverage over China runs through a chokepoint India will now sit astride. The Strait of Malacca is
a 930-km passage between the Malay Peninsula and Sumatra through which an approximate of
40-50 percent of global trade and 80 percent of China's crude oil imports transit.
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Bangladesh’s strategic balancing & India’s challenge
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In several neighbouring countries, including Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and Nepal, China has
demonstrated an ability to move from agreements to implementation far more rapidly than many
competitors. India, despite enjoying unmatched geographic and cultural advantages, has often
struggled with delays
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