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Context

Facts

Iran & the new rules of  global power

1991 Gulf war

with the 2026 Iran conflict

has shown that the diffusion

of cheap precision weapons

& drones has fundamentally
altered global power dynamics .

· The 1991 Gulf was ended with coalition forces liberating
Kuwait in about 100 hours

,
with only 147 American

combat deaths.

* A $20,000 Iranian Shaked drone reportedly destroyed a

$35 million U . S. Apache helicopter , illustrating the

changing economics of warfare.
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

The Nature of power has shifted from territorial domination

to strategic disruption. Affordable drones, precision weapons

& commercial technologies have enabled weaker states to

challenge militarily superior powers by targeting supply
chains

, shipping routes& critical infrastructure.Consequently ,

credibility , resilience and secure global commons now matter

more than overwhelming firepower . It highlights the growing

importance of asymmetric warfare, maritime security and

technological diffusion in shaping the emerging multipolar
orden .

"Most ware disappear into history
. A few divide history

into before and after .
"

- Robert A. Pape
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Context

Facts

Kargil reminds us why peace with Pakistan has been so difficult

Repeated peace initiatives

between India & Pakistan have

been undermined by military
adventurism & cross-bonder

terrorism
, making trust the

central challenge in bilateral

rclations .

* Pakistan launched op.
Bade,* The Lahore Declaration (1999)

while India responded throughwas followed within months

Op - Vijay , restoring the statusby Kargil conflict , highlighting
quo by 26 July 1999.

fragile nature of trust.

· 527 Indian soldiers were martyred and 1363 were

wounded during the Kargil War.
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

India-Pakistan tensions are structural rather than episodic,

looted in the recurring disconnect between Pakistan's civilian

leadership & military establishment. Successive peace initiatives

have repeatedly been followed by military provocations or

terrorist attacks
, reinforcing India's shift towards deference

based engagement. The key lesson is that durable peace

requires credible action against cross-border terrorism,

sustained trust-building and stable civil-military
relations within Pakistan .

"The Kargil war was not merely a military conflict but

a defining moment that exposed the limits of peace

without trust ."
- Imman Khunshid
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Donot surrender to China, do not depend on the U.S.

The article cautions

agains diluting India's post-

Galwan approach towards China

merely because of uncertainties

in U . S. policy

· China's annual trade surplus with India exceeds

↓ 100 billion .

· India imposed restrictions on Chinese apps , investments &

telecom infrastructure after the Galwan clash.

· China's support to Pakistan & its opposition to India's

NSG & UNSC permanent membership asstrategic
concerns .
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Analytical Crux
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The article presents a strong case for strategic
autonomy through self strengthening , rather than

alignment with any single power . While economic

engagement with China has benefits , excessive dependence

may create strategic vulnerabilities and reduce India's

bargaining leverage . Simultaneously , fluctuations in u . S.

policy highlight the need for diversified partnerships
and domestic manufacturing. The broader take away is

that India's long-term security lies in resilient

supply chains
,
economic self-reliance and balanced

multi-alignment .

"We do not have to 'tilt' either way . We must, instead,

develop the strength to walk straight .
"

- Shashi Tharoon
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PSIR 2025, Paper II: Trump's return as a jolt pushing the EU to invest 
in its own defence.

GS-2 2025 : waning globalisation and sovereign nationalism.

PSIR 2025, Paper II : whether India's inclination toward a "more 
aggressive hyper-realist posture" gained momentum after the 
Pahalgam strike. 

GS-2 2024 : the UNSC Counter-Terrorism Committee.

PSIR 2025, Paper II : India invoking strategic autonomy vis-à-vis 
both the USA and Russia (Kashmir mediation, refusal to criticise 
Russia).

PSIR 2024, Paper II : India and the USA as strategic partners who 
need not become formal allies.

PSIR 2024, Paper II : India debunking non-alignment in pursuit of 
multi-alignment.








