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The geopolitics of  the US - Saudi nuclear pact

US-Saudi civil nuclear

agreement is a sign that us is

willing to bend its own non-

proliferation rules to keep a

key partner out of the Russian

& Chinese orbit.

·
x

123 Agreement under the · Russia's Rosatom & China's

us Atomic thergy act : 3o expanding nuclear industry :

year framework , 90-day competitore marketing

congressional review pending. across developing world.

·
·

"Black box" arrangement : joint studies on domestic manium

enrichment and the sensitive technology stays under

American control .
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For years US held the UAE to a "gold standard" that ruled
out enrichment ; with Riyadh it is now willing to blur that
line because losing Saudi Arabia to Rosatom or China's

nuclear industry would cost more than the doctrine is

worth. Expediency today can weaken the non-proliferation
norme that took decades to build . A tightly watched Sandi

enrichment programme is a political signal in the Gulf,

feeding the Saudi-Iran rivalry and handing Tehran a

ready
" double standards" argument for its own program .

Therefore , in a competitive , multipolar world , non-proliferation
is increasingly bent to serve geopolitics rather than the

other
way round.

"

strategic competition with China & Russia increasingly
demands greater flexibility toward partners , even when
such accommodation complicates traditional non-proliferation
norms. " - Harsh V. Pant



Context

Facts

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS

India among the powers - forever rising, never risen 

Whether India

will ever become a genuine

great power or stay an

"almost great power",

always rising but never

arrivved.

· Brendan Simms
,
The Return of the Great Powers : India in

the "almost great powers' alongside France , Germany & Japan.

· India's economy : around $4 · Michael Beckley's "The
trillion

, against the US at $31 Stagnant Order" : China may
trillion & China at $20 trillion. be last country to reach

India's per-capita income front rank & India is

remains below $3000. unlikely to become a power .



Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS

Simms with "almost great power", and Beckley with "the

stagnant order" show that the global door for latecomers

is closing as economic and technological power piles up in the
us and China . The gap is due to stalled reforms , weak

manufacturing ,
less research & development and per-capita

income still under $3000 . To the problem asreframe

political rather than economic polarisation & institutional

strain are the deeper drag on India's rise . Whether India

ends up "forever rising" or finally "risen" depends less
on the balance of power abroadI more on the

unfinished work of modernisation and national cohesion

at home.

"Deepening political polarisation , the resurgence of Jindal &
pre-modern forces , will weaken India's ability to deal with

a rapidly changing world marked by sharpening geopolitical

rivalry .

"

- C . Raja Mohan
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India at the inflection point-from power to consequence

India's security thinking
is stuck in 20th century.

The

two new lenses "Western

strategic continuum" & "Strategic

Gravity" turn India's strategic
potential into actual "strategic

consequence. "

· Strategic Gravity : flows * ASTRA : six-pillar National

through technology , logistics , Security Innovation archi-

finance, innovation, tecture includes strategic

information rather than capital , tech transition ,

through geography alone. export competitiveness.
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India's problem is no longer capability but architecture as
the institutions still think in Cold War

,
territorya troops

terms
.
There is a need of convergence between Western

Strategic Continuum & Strategic gravity. There is a need to

tying it together as walls between military , economic &

technological power have fallen . Security has to become a

whole-of-government and whole-of-society job . ASTRA is

meant to stitch the innovation pipeline from lab to

deploymentI close the "Strategic Innovation Gap". India

already has strategic power but the way forward is

institutional integration to convert it into lasting
strategic consequence.

"The contest of the 21st century will not be won solely on
the Battlefield . It will be won by nations that can organise
knowledge , capital , technology & institutions more effectively
than their competitors .

"
- Sumeen Bhasin
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PSIR 2025, Paper II: India continues to invoke its time-tested policy 
of strategic autonomy vis-à-vis both the United States of America and 
Russia by rejecting US' offer of mediation on Kashmir issue and by 
refusing to criticize Russia in its ongoing war against Ukraine. 
Comment.

PSIR 2025, Paper II: Explain the non-traditional security threats in 
the context of food and environmental crises.

PSIR 2024, Paper II: Critically examine India's persistent refusal to 
sign the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) despite being 
recognized as a de facto nuclear power

PSIR 2023, Paper II: Critically examine the rise of People's 
Republic of China (PRC) as a great power and its implications on 
Asian Political order

PSIR 2023, Paper II: "India's Nuclear policy is deeply influenced by 
its cultural beliefs and the pragmatic approach of its foreign policy." 
Discuss. 








