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Context

Facts

The Paradox of  Chinese power

China's outward

power & its inward financial

not are two ends of the same

lever . Its global clout is

partly produced by the

weaknesses at home.

· China's slowdown is a · Domestic Balance-sheet

systemic debt crisis decade decay is squeezing Beijing's
in making , households can't ability to fund the Belt
absorb factory output. and Road Initiative (BRI) .

· China goods flooding world markets at state-subsidised

prices : exports its overcapacity solar panels , EVs ,

legacy semiconductorsa industrial goods.
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

Beijing won't let its own households consume, it has to dump

the surplus on the world , and that dumping is exactly
what buys it immediate leverage though supply-chain choke
holds .

The same tariffs , anti-dumping duties & "de-risking"
push back & crode China's standing . China is a "potent but

brittle power i . e . dominant in the real economy , hollow in

its balance sheet. The smart posture for both India and

the US is calibration
,
not panic or complacency.

The tech

chokepoints , Quad and AUKUS
,
and a credible infrastructure

altunative for the Global South.

"

Beijing is neither a 10 foot tall economic giant immune to

market forces nor a collapsing state on the brink of implosion.

It is a potent , state directed industrial superpower built

upon a fragile , dest-laden domestic economy .
"

- Narain Batra
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From Balochistan to PoK: Pak is drifting towards Punjabistan

Pakistan's crises

are no longer one-at-a-

time as Balochistan
, Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa & Pakistan

occupied Kashmin are

simmering together due to

structural flow.

· Economic collapse : rising electricity prices & slashed subsidies

turned livelihood protests into demands for political rights.

* structural flaw : state captured · Pakistan's cohesion : rests on

by Punjab's elite , run under state & military authority

military's shadow
, behaving unlike Iran

,
which rests on

less like a federation & more civilisational identity predating

like a coloniser. modern nation-state .

\
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The distillation is that Pakistan's crisis has moved from

episodic to structural . Underneath the insurgencies is a Punjab
dominated , army-tutored state that treats its own provinces
as colonies , so revolt from the periphery is built into the

design . Pakistan keeps confusing tactical usefulness to a

superpower (Nixon-era , zia , Musharraf & now Trump) with

strategic national strength . Pakistan has long imagined
itself as the homeland of Muslims & a citadel of Islam.

In practice , however , it could not go beyond being the nation

f Punjabie . Even after nearly a decades of existence,

Pakistan behaves less like a federation than a colonises

managing its frontiers.

"Pakistan often mistakes borrowed geopolitical relevance

for permanent national power . Armies are trained to defeat
enemies , not reconcile competing ideologies & identities .

"

- Utpal Kumar
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The Bay of  Bengal as India’s SHANTI anchor

The Bay of Bengal
is the natural place to

test SHANTI as a doctrine

that makes norms, trust &

cooperation , rather than sheer

naval tonnage.

· EAM S
. Jaishankar introduced SHANTI on 13th July : Securing

Holistic Advancement through Norms , Trust and Integrity,

· SHANTI builds on two earlier frameworks : SAGAR in 2015 ,

and MAHASAGAR In 2025 .

· The Bay of Bengal links India's Act East policy with ASEAN ,

gives access to Malacca Strait and connects the eastern

Indian Ocean to global trade and energy routes.
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SHANTI signale the shift from projecting maritime power to

setting maritime norms . India wante influence measured in
trust and rules

,
not warships . The 3 step ladder (SAGAR gave

the vision , MAHASAGAR the reach , SHANTI the method) , with

the Bay of Bengal picked as the "natural laboratory"
because its problems cross borders & its geography rewards

cooperation rather than rivalry .
This reframes security from

deterrence to resilience and is directly usable on maritime

security , the Indo-Pacific ,
and neighbourhood-first questions.

"If SAGAR was a statement of intent & MAHASASAR a
statement of reach, SHANTI is a statement of method .

"

"India's shift from deterrence to resilience
, from rivalry

to shared responsibility , and from crisis management to

governance of the shared maritime commons "

- Rajeev Ranjan Chaturvedy & Raghvendra Kumar



UPSC LINK

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS

PSIR PAPER II, 2025: "India maintains strong ties with countries that will 
assure a free and open Indo-Pacific and guarantee greater connectivity with 
rest of the world. Analyze."

PSIR PAPER II, 2024: "Does the idea of the 21st century as 'Asian 
century' continue to remain feasible given the growing friction between 
India and China?"

PSIR PAPER I, 2024: 'Relative deprivation is a major source of ethnic 
conflict.' Elaborate the statement with relevant examples."

PSIR PAPER II, 2024: "Discuss the future of SAARC in the light of 
India's increased focus on other regional groupings like ASEAN and 
BIMSTEC."

PSIR PAPER II, 2023: "Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QUAD) 
performs an important role in India's strategic balancing act to withstand the 
dominance of China in Asia. Discuss."

PSIR PAPER II, 2023: "Why do ethnic conflicts and insurgencies continue 
to remain major impediments to regional co-operation in South Asia?"








