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The broken nuclear umbrella

America's promise

to defend allies with its

"nuclear umbrella" has

turned into a bluff. Its

allies like South Korea

and Poland need new

arrangements .

· The 2025 US National South-Korea is the only

Security strategy-policy non-nuclear country in

aimed at core American world that owns ballistic

interests. missile submarines.

· France and the UK are nuclear armed NATO states.
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Extended deterrence was a bluff but it held because Cold Was

stakes were existential . Once was became regionalId Washington
turned inward with "America first" the bluff lost its credibility.
This is the reason why India never outsourced its security to

anyone's umbrella and built its own credible minimum

deterrent . However , us should manage allied proliferation i..e.

nuclear sharing or backing an independent deterent rather
than resist it. The way forward is NATO's "one-key" system
i.e. only the us president can release the bombs into a

"three-key" system , with France and the UK each

contributing about two dozen warheads.

ce

A security strategy based on a bluff will feel like a

bargain until the moment it is challenged . The US
needs to refashion deterrence strategies for the
would not as it once was , but as it is .

"
- Lind & Press
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The Indo-Pacific is here to stay, with or without Washington

Indo-Pacific

is a structural fact

of Asian geopolitics

driven by China's rise.

It survives even if

Washington drops the

term .

· In 2007
,
Shinzo Abe delivered · China established 1st oversees

the "Confluence of the Two military base in Djibouti

Seas" address to the Indian linking western China to

Parliament. the Indian Ocean-

· The Trump administration · India and Japan-joint

adopted - "Indo-Pacific
" declaration on economic

lexicon in 2017 . security opposition coercion.
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The Indo-Pacific is a fact of Asian power distribution and not a

slogan. The Indo-Pacific was not an American invention. Its

modern political articulation came from Japan .

" India's

psychology depends on strategic discourse between fear of

entrapment i.e. being dragged into an anti-China bloc & fear
of abandonment i.e. America leaving Asia. It overestimates us

power to define India's environment . India should follow

strategic-autonomy logic i. e. build capability , deepen

partnerships with Japan , Australia , ASEAN and don't out

sourc its nuclear power.

"The Indo-Pacific , then , is a structural reality of Asian

politics , not a shifting American narrative . Delhi need

not become captive to American enthusiasm or American

indifference ."
- C . Raja Mohan
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India’s Israel habit meets west asian realities

India's filt

toward Israel has

hardened from calculated

strategy into mere habit.

It endangers India's

standing as a voice of

the Global South.

⑧ India takes military * India's oil lifeline runs

technology , know-how& through Hormuz-energy

intelligence gathering security is hostage to

expertise from Israel . Gulf escalation.

· The US-Israel relationship is not fixed-
the "blank cheque" is fraying :
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The distillation is that India's Israelfilt has become

habit rather than strategy but it is dangerous when

the region is being reconfigured . Iran is not broken ;

Hormuz is a corcion lever over India's oil. The cost of

appearing aligned with Israel is reputational . It crodes

India's most valuable asset i.e. its Global South voice
,
in

a conflict where the Global South backs Palestine. The

issue is the "alignment-driven" versus " architecture"

foreign policy distinction. The solution moves beyond

Binary choices. It is not Israel versus Iran
,
but strategic

flexibility that slapes India's own environment.
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PSIR PAPER II, 2025: India maintains strong ties with countries that will 
assure a free and open Indo-Pacific and guarantee greater connectivity with 
rest of the world. Analyze.

PSIR PAPER II, 2025: For India, a multipolar world order would also 
mean a multipolar Asia. Comment.

PSIR PAPER II, 2024: "Critically examine India's persistent refusal to 
sign the nuclear non-proliferation treaty (NPT) despite being recognized as 
a de facto nuclear power.

PSIR PAPER II, 2024: "Discuss the rationale behind replacing the 'Asia-
Pacific' strategy with the new term 'Indo-Pacific' strategy."

GS PAPER II, 2024: "The West is fostering India as an alternative to 
reduce dependence on China's supply chain and as a strategic ally to 
counter China's political and economic dominance. Explain this statement 
with examples."

PSIR PAPER II, 2023: What diplomatic steps has India taken to articulate 
the interests of the Global South in International Politics?






