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Context

Facts

The Indo-Pacific without the Indo - Strategic consequences

If us strategy no

longer treats India as

central to Asia
,
can the

Indo-Pacific still hold

together and what should

India build instead.

· Indo-Pacific coined by Curprect · US Indo-Pacific command

Khuana in 2007 & given voice
revents to Pacific

by Abers "Confluence of the
Command

, dropping "Indo"

Two Seas" in 2007. after eight years.

· The 2026 National Defence Strategy - "denial defence

along the First Island Chain
," leaves Indian Ocean

out ,
and drops the Quad entirely .
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

The Indo-Pacific was an Indian idea before it became an U . S.

strategy. The dropping of "Indo" signals a change in strategic

theory , not a change of stationery . The right response is to keep

banking the Quad's functional gains like maritime domain

awareness , critical minerals , iCET . Building a western theatre i. e.
the Indo-Mediterranean

, through IMEC, ILU2 and the EU where

India is the point of origin rather than a guest on someone

else's map. But that structural centrality is only as real as
the

money , ships and diplomacy India actually commite . Anary
with the smallest service budget cannot underwrite the
maritime role India claims. The concern is that strategic

autonomy has to be backed by capability , or it collapses into
rhetoric .

"In the Pacific-centric vision now ascendant in Washington ,

India is a valued but peripheral partner whose contributions are

welcome but not load-bearing .
"

- Priyanshu Aganwal
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Context

Facts

At 250, the US can still reinvent itself  and the world

As US marke 20 years ,

the country's deepest strength

is its repeated einvention of

capitalism and the newest

"techno-capitalism will

reshape the global order gain-

· America's reinvention of · Every reinvention reshaped
Capitalism : from industrial the international system
to Fordist

, globalised value from US a superpower to

chains to techno-capitalism . global reordening.

· 1776 was double revolution : political independence of
colonies and Adam Smith published The wealth of
Nations on modern Capitalism .
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

America's edge is no single technology but its habit of reinventing
Capitalism. Each reinvention has revived both US domestic

politics and the international order . Techno-capitalism is a

qualitative break and Al and robotics aim to substitute the

cheap labour . This concentrates economic power faster than politics
can respond. But history says every such concentration eventually
meets a political correction , and the FTCs antitrust purh&

the MAGA backlash on Al suggest the pattern may repeat.
For India , the lesson is that the next ecordering of global
power will turn less on military balances and more on who

controls Al , semiconductors and data. The ambition is no longer

to make workers more productive . It is increasingly to reduce

dependence on human labour itself.

·

Industrial Capitalism depended on labour . Globalised Capitalism

depended on moving production to where labour was cheapest.

Techno-capitalism depends increasingly on algorithms .
"
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Context

Facts

From China to assumption island

Modi's visit for

Seychelles 50th Independence

Day Shows India's Indian

ocean strategy runs on

trust and capacity-building
rather than military foot

prints .

· Seychelles - an archipelago of * India-Scychelles defence
15 islands , smallest & least Since 1976 joint maritime

populated sovereign country security , anti-piracy and

inAfrica. countering regional threats.

· Seychelles became 6th member of Colombo Security
Conclave (CSC) in 2025.
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

India's Seychelles relations show that in the Indian Ocean, trust

based
, demand driven partnerships outlast basing ambitious .

India has pivoted from acquiring bases to delivering
capability and public goods and positioning itself as a "net

security provider" under SAGAR and MAHASASAR rather than

a base-seeking power . This development first model is India's

answer to China's Chequebook diplomacy and BRI footprint.

The unresolved tension is that small states like Seychelles
will keep hedging between India and China to maximise

leverage , while India's transfers are limited by the Island's
thir administrative capacity and by non-traditional threate.
India's Indian Ocean strategy is moving from "footprint" to_

"trust and capacity" i
.

e. resilience over acquisition.

ee

By emphasising development partnerships and regional stability
rather than formal military bases , India and Seychelles are

building trust based alliance in Indian Ocean .
"
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PSIR PAPER II, 2025: India maintains strong ties with 
countries that will assure a free and open Indo-Pacific and 
guarantee greater connectivity with rest of the world. Analyze.

PSIR PAPER II, 2025: Discuss some of the key drivers of 
India's new interests in Africa which might help in developing 
long-term comparative advantage over China.

PSIR PAPER II, 2024: Discuss the rationale behind 
replacing the 'Asia-Pacific' strategy with the new term 'Indo-
Pacific' strategy.

PSIR PAPER II, 2023: Quadrilateral Security Dialogue 
(QUAD) performs an important role in India's strategic 
balancing act to withstand the dominance of China in Asia. 
Discuss.

PSIR PAPER II, 2023: Discuss the significance of 'West Asia 
Quad' in the light of India's 'Look West' policy.






