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Context

Facts

The Transatlantic alliance can’t survive without trust

Trump administration's

unilateralism has opened a

risis oftrust inside NATO

that could push a newly

capable Europe away from

washington

· All NATO members : met · European allies & Canada :

2% of GDP defence account for 40 % of NATO's

target by 2025. total defence spending .

· European NATO members sourced : 51 % of their military
equipment from the US between 2022 and 2024.
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

The 30 years Washington pushed Europe to carry more of NATO's

weight but the threat to the alliance comes from us unpredictability
rather than European weakness . Trust

,
not troop numbers , has

become the scarce commodity . Sidelining Europe on Ukraine & Iran,

threatering Greenland & announcing troop cuts as punishment have

turned a dependent ally into a wary one. The alliances rest on

credible commitment and shared decision making
.
The moment

a security guarantor looks transactional , allies begin to hedge
towards autonomy or towards Beijing and Moscow.

"For decades , US complained the Europe was not doing enough.

Now that Europe is finally doing more , the question is whether

American leaders recognize this ."
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Context

Facts

From the Iran conflict, 4 geopolitical shifts India cannot afford to miss

Reading the Iran

conflict, a dented us security
umbrella

,
the rise of

"Chokepoints" as a lever of

power , the decline of oil

Cartel - India must act on

them to protect its energy
security.

· The Strait of Hormuz : 20 % of global oil supplies.

* OPEC is fracturing : VAE · Gulf states facing
has left , others on the physical and economic

verge and Fran is at damage : Saudi Arabia,

military loggerheads UAE, Qatar , Bahrain

with Arab members. and Kuwait.
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

The power in West Asia is moving from raw military presence
to control over geography and value chains . Iran lost the was
but by threatening one chokepoint , moved oil markets and shaped
a US president's calculations. The US umbrella over the Gulf
looks conditional, which opens space for Indian defence and

technology partnerships . The argument is that a country either
builds a chokepoint of its own , as Taiwan did with chips , or

deliberately cuts its exposure though larger reservesI diversified
routes. New Delhi has an opportunity to turn the crisis into

preferential energy access if it moves with technical& financial

support rather than waiting on events.

e

Iran's success in leveraging its geographic position for

military advantage has focused attention on 'Choke points' as

a source of asymmetric technological , competitive and strategic
"

power . - vikram S. Mehta
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Context

Facts

The right to belong beyond official documentation

citizenship is being
redefined by shifting the

bunden of proof onto residents.

Under a Constitution built on

personhood no one's rights can

rest on the accident of

paperwork.

· Article 11 : Parliament's power over "the acquisition and

termination of citizenship and all other matters relating to

citizenship .

· MEA declared : Indian · India started with jus soli ,

passport is a travel document, dilutedby Section sa (1905)

not a citizenship document . 2003 amendment.and
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Analytical Crux

The burden of proving belonging has shifted from the state onto

the individual , no single paper suffices and a person can be left

in limbo without being declared a foreigner . The Section 6A

ruling , the Bihar SIR judgement , the CAA's religious criteria,

the downgrading of the passport drifted away from jus soli

towards a proof based exclusionary citizenship. Articles 14 and

21 protect "any person", so rights cannot hang on paperwork,

and to lose one's status is
,
in Arendt's words

,
to lose "the

right to have rights. " This is the framing of the secularism-

versus-religious-citizenship debate
,
and of citizenship as

belongingrather than documentation.
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PSIR Paper II, 2025: "'Trump's return to the White House is a jolt to push 
the European Union to invest in its own defence and economic and 
technological revival.' Comment."

GS Paper III, 2025: "What are the challenges before the Indian economy 
when the world is moving away from free trade and multilateralism to 
protectionism and bilateralism? How can these challenges be met?"

PSIR Paper II, 2024: "Do you agree with the view that the USA uses 
NATO as a traditional tool of strategy to perpetuate its hegemony in the 
world?"

GS Paper II, 2024: "Discuss India as a secular state and compare it with the 
secular principles of the US Constitution."

PSIR Paper II, 2023: "Discuss the various constraints on American 
hegemony today. Which of these are likely to become more prominent in the 
future?"

GS Paper II, 2023: "'The expansion and strengthening of NATO and a 
stronger US-Europe strategic partnership works well in India.' What is your 
opinion about this statement? Give reasons and examples to support your 
answer."






