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India’s ‘Act East’ policy & the contest over Bay of  Bengal

India's Act East

policy's test is whether

littoral states can build

capacity and rules to keep

their options open between

India and China .

* India-Vietnam ties : support for Blue Economy doctrine :

Russian origin jets &n submarines, settled maritimeBangladesh
a race-earths pact and a $25 boundary disputes with Myanmar
billion trade target. in 2012 & India in 2014.

· BINSTEC Secretariat in Dhaka : but under-resourced i .e . have

"the right map and too little muscle"
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Act East is not a speech on a summit ; it is everyday system of patrols,

space parts, routes where people move. The land bridge though the

Northeast keeps failing not for want of money but because Assam's

politics of "Who is a local and who is a foreigner "cannot be

engineered around , so the traffic has quietly shifted to sea air.

The trade rules
, cleaner migration pipelines , redundant routes , port

upgrades are autonomy
. They give room to switch lenders& routes

so India can be large without smothering its neighbours and China

near without being inescapable . Therefore , strategic autonomy and

de-risking in the neighbourhood are built brick by brick through

capacity and rules ,

not proclaimed through summits.

"India treate ASEAN as a theatre of strategy . Bangladesh , at the

Bay's northern apex , treats it as a bridge anchored in varitime
doctrine. Most of the rest still treat it as a marketplace or

a lifeline."
-

Shyam Tekwani
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Indian strategic culture - Contemporary realities

India has a

strategic culture but

need conscious adaptation

to face a widening

power gap with China &

a new age of multi-

domain warfare.

= 1971 intervention that created · National goal for 2047 : Viksit

Bharat as a $30 trillion GDPBangladesh is one of the most

economyIf an armed faces visionsuccessful interventions globally
Since 1945 . 2047 of an all domain force.

· India's nuclear doctrine = No first use+ devastating
second strike .
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India has a strategic culture i . e. civilian-controlled restrained, non-

expansionist, slow to spend but it may not suit an age of compressed
timeline

, multi-domain war and a widening gap with China. External

balancing i. e . Leaving on the US and the Quad has under-delivered.

India must reinvest in genuine strategic autonomy and hard-

power . India's real weak link has never been courage but

doctrine consisting of budgeting , procurement and an updated

warfighting doctrine that balances the continental I montime

theatres . The strategic culture must be made an "enabling"&

"ennobling" force which is deliberately adopted , not passively
inherited.

ee

War is a serious business ; it is not a repetitive or a

derivative exercise ; its a combative I creative exercise in

relation to what the opponent can bring to bear to the

battlefield .
"

- Amb . D . B . Venkatesh Varma
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In India, voting cannot remain merely a statutory right 

Supreme Count has

given constitutional protection

to the right to know , the

freedom of choice , the right
to reject while calling the act

of voting a mere statutory right.

Baranwal us VoI (2023) :* Union of India vs ADR (2002): Anoop

Justice Ajay Rastogi recognisedvoters have a right to know

voting as a fundamental right ;candidates criminal antecedents
,

the Constitution Bench callededucational qualifications and
it a constitutional right.assets under Article 19(1)(a) .

· PUCL us VOI (2003) : freedomof NOTA judgement (2013) : right
to reject all candidates invoting (informed choice) is a

protected under Articlefundamental right under

19 (1) (a) .Article 19 (2) (a) .



PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS

Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

The Court has gradually transformed the voter from a passive

statutory creature into an active constitutional actor . The right
not to vote enjoys constitutional protection ; paradoxically , the

light to vote does not . If the constitution protects your right to say
"none of these" , it is coherent to deny protection to the right to

choose one . Since democracy and freea fair elections are basic

features , and Article 326 is the true source of the citizen's

entitlement to vote
,
the vote cannot remain a "constitutional

Orphan. " The argument is not for every procedural detail to

become a fundamental right . Parliament keeps its power over

qualifications and disqualifications but the core right to participate
deserve constitutional recognition .

x

In a constitution where democracy and free & fair elections

constitute the basic structure , the citizen's vote cannot

remain a constitutional orhan .

"

- S. Y. Quraishi
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PSIR Paper II, 2025: "India's reluctance to perceive any 'existential threat' 
inevitably made the multilateral path to nuclear security a 'default option' 
until it decided to cross the nuclear Rubicon in 1998. Identify and analyze 
some of the major reasons behind this shift in India's position on the nuclear 
question."

PSIR Paper II, 2024: Discuss the future of SAARC in the light of India's 
increased focus on other regional groupings like ASEAN and BIMSTEC.

PSIR Paper II, 2024: Discuss the implications of the scrapping of the Free 
Movement Regime with Myanmar by the Indian Government on the 
complex ethno-political dynamics of the north-eastern region.

GS Paper II, 2024: Examine the need for electoral reforms as suggested by 
various committees with particular reference to 'one nation – one election' 
principle.

PSIR Paper II, 2023: "India's Nuclear policy is deeply influenced by its 
cultural beliefs and the pragmatic approach of its foreign policy." Discuss.






